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INTRODUCTION. 



The writer of the following Prayers is anxious to 
say a few words on the reasons that have led to 
the present volume. It is assuredly with no inten- 
tion and in no desire to supersede others — far less 
from any unseemly supposition^ that he has been 
enabled to fill a void, which others have equally 
felt to exist, but have themselves endeavoured in 
vain to supply. If he felt this strongly in the 
recent publication of his Commentaries on the 
Gospels for Household Exposition^ still more 
strongly would he deprecate all idea of competi- 
tion in so solemn a work as family prayer. It 
was iudeed suggested by those who had an interest 
in the preceding publication, that its plan might 
be advantageously followed up, and as it were 
completed by a manual of domestic prayer. But 
though the idea was correct as to the principles 
that family worship would be in a great measure 
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incomplete without the union of the two, the 
writer of Manna in the Home most unfeignedly 
felt his own incompetency to the work, and 
honestly and sincerely shrank from what he be- 
lieved he could so inadequately perform. And 
even now that he has yielded to the desire ex- 
pressed, he can most truly declare, that, in one 
sense, at least, it has been no labour of love; 
and so solemn did he feel the responsibility of 
putting words into others' lips, wherewith to carry 
their sins and their sorrows, and all the wants 
and desires of the awakened and still-burdened 
heart into the presence of a pure and holy God, 
that many and many a time has he desisted from 
his work, and almost laid it aside altogether. 

It is a very diflferent thing personally to lead 
the famHy in prayer— the especial family, in which 
your own best affections are bound up, whose 
every need you almost instinctively know, and for 
whom you plead, as if carrying your own burden, 
and enumerating your own wants. Then indeed 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh; and, without alluding to higher aid 
sought and vouchsafed, the supply is generaUy 
found adequate to the emergency of the moment. 
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Sut it is altogether different to sit down deliber- 
ately and fashion phrases in which a sinner is to 
commune with his God, or write down sentences 
in which the wants and requirements of an un- 
known household may be best detailed. There 
can be little surprise that all manuals are more or 
less defective ; and from this very cause, that no 
writer can enter into the especial and ever-varying 
spiritual and temporal necessities of those who 
may use his form of prayer — he cannot put him- 
self into the position of one who enters minutely 
into all the incidents and phases of his own do- 
mestic circle, and apportions, accordingly, milk 
to the babe, and strong meat to them that are of 
full age, or, as the wise man describeth one " who 
giveth meat to her household, and a portion to 
her maidens." And yet the very rapidity with 
which these manuals are multiplied is a con- 
vincing proof that the want is not yet satisfied : 
and one may no doubt trace also in the very de- 
mand for fresh books of prayer a gratifying con- 
viction that family worship is most extensively 
disseminated, and is still spreading throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. 

The writer of the present manual has been most 
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desirous to confine himself, as far as he could, to 
what his volume claims to be, a series of Family 
Prayers^ in which the' wants of a family, and the 
short-comings and misdoings of individuals, as 
members of a household, should be kept in mind. 
General and discursive statements of sinfulness 
are perhaps Uttle felt; and, in the short period 
necessarily and imavoidably allotted to domestic 
worship, it would seem almost suggested by the 
very pla«e in which we meet, and the very circle 
by which we are surrounded, that we should limit 
our confessions chiefly to those very sins and omis- 
sions of which, as a household, we may haive been 
ourselves guilty, as well as confine our petitions 
to such supplies of grace and strength as we our- 
selves most need for our own daUy work and daUy 
trial. There can be no doubt that it is a duty, 
and a great privilege too, to pray for other objects 
also — for our beloved and gracious Queen, and 
all that are put in authority under her — ^for our 
country and our Church, and their best and holiest 
interests^ — for all orders and degrees of men — for 
the spread of gospel truth in our own land — for 
the setting up of Christ^s kingdom among the 
heathen — and for the restoration of Israel to their 
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own but still alienated and polluted soil. All these 
are no doubt legitimate subjects of prayer, but 
though they may be and are very dear, and very 
near too to the hearts of God^s children, they can 
hardly be crowded into the short compass of a 
family prayer-meeting without extending the ser- 
vice to an inconvenient length, or so condensing 
each^ as to weaken the effect of all. 
- Family Prayer, by its very title, claims to be 
an exposition of family wants, and should espe- 
cially refer to the members of the household. The 
writer of the following prayers has seldom omitted 
allusion directly or indirectly to two most im- 
portant and interesting classes in a household — 
the children and the servants. It is true there 
may be circles without the former — none perhaps 
without the latter. It is unnecessary to point out 
how essentially the happiness of a family is bound 
up in the well-being of the first, and its comfort 
in the affectionate fidelity and kind feeling of the 
other. Both have their peculiar trials and their 
peculiar failings ; but the writer is led from long 
experience to think that it would be injudicious 
and perhaps unkind to make those trials and those 
failings subjects of anything beyond the most 
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general comment and application to all. It re- 
quires especial delicacy and tact in him ^ho leads 
in prayer^ and a vast amount of what the Word 
of God calls " the law of kindness in the tongue," 
and stiU more especial grace in him or her who 
hears, to make any direct allusion to individual 
transgressions or failures in duty. Grenerally 
speaking they are far better reserved for private 
admonition and rebuke; and, at any rate, could 
in no degree be included in a formulary adapted 
for general use. 

After all, the oil for the lamp must be sought 
elsewhere, and &om a higher and a holier source : 
we may arise and trim the lamp, but unless ^^the 
Lord light our candle, and the Lord our God en- 
lighten our darkness,'' it will not give light to aU 
that are in the house. " The gift of prayer,'' says 
an old writer, « may have praise from men, but 
it is the grace of prayer which has power with 
God." "Spiritual breathings are attended with 
spiritual blessings — and nothing can ascend to 
heaven but what first came down from heaven." 

The Cottage^ Cheam, Surrey, 
July, 1854. 



A FEW PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON 



FAMILY PRAYER. 



It is more than twenty years ago, that in editing 
a reprint of the Private Devotions of Bishop 
Andrewes, the editor prefixed an Essay on Closet 
Prayer to that little work; and though the pre- 
ceding Introduction may seem to comprise all that 
is needed to be said with regard to the present 
volume the writer is anxious to avail himself of 
the present opportunity to add a few remarks on 
Family Prayer as a supplement to what was then 
urged on the duty of Closet Prayer. They are, 
in taxst, pillars of the same edifice — the same 
temple of the Holy Ghost erected in the bodies 
and souls of men : and he who is most fervent in 
the outpourings of his heart in secret, will be the 
most earnest to avail himself of every opportunity 
of joining any little band of worshippers he may 
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fall in withj and realizing to his own soul that 
sweet and precious promise of his Lord^ that 
where two or three are joined together in His 
name^ there is He in the midst; As in the days 
of His own childhood He was in the material 
temple at Jerusalem in the midst of the doctors^ 
both hearing and asking them questions^ so is He 
now in the midst of the few who are speaking one 
to another^ both hearing and asking them ques- 
tions^ hearing every uttered prayer, and catching 
every spiritual breathing, and also asking them 
questions respecting their further wants and de- 
sires, "What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee ?" " Wilt thou be made whole ?" 

This, however, more partakes of the character 
of social than of family prayer. In one sense 
indeed all family prayer is social prayer, but the 
reverse is not necessarily true ; and it is to family 
prayer that the present remarks more especially 
refer. And I would observe at the very outset, 
that it is a subject of much thanksgiving that at 
the present day it is hardly necessary to oflfer a 
single argument why a system of family devotion 
should be adopted in every household. It is not 
meant that the practice is universal even now — far 
from it — ^but few, if any, repudiate it as unneces- 
sary and unprofitable ; it is more the evasion and 
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the delay^ than the rejection of the practice^ and 
excuses to palliate the omission rather than arga- 
ments to defend it, are the more firequently sought 
and put forward. 

There is, however, one observation, which is so 
frequent as to require notice, especially as it can- 
not be denied that both truth and experience 
justify the assertion. And it is that we do not see 
so much practical good resulting from it, as we 
could desire, and might reasonably expect; that 
many of those who partake in the privilege and 
kneel side by side with ourselves are little influ- 
enced by it, — ^that with so many it is a mere form 
hurriedly and irreverently got through, leaving no 
W of impression for ^od behind, and that 
when they quit the household where the practice 
has been pursued, and ore left to their own un- 
controled guidance and choice, the whole system 
of prayer breaks down in the recoil, and they 
become more hardened in the neglect than they 
were ever softened by the practice. There can be 
no doubt that there is much painful truth in the 
remark, and few, if any, are the households 
which could not point to one or more individuals 
in the circle, who, as the apostle phrases it, are 
like men beholding their natural face in a glass, 
and straightway forget what manner of men they 

b 
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are, — ^that is, they join in the confessions of sin 
and unworthiness, profess to abhor themselves for 
their iniquity, and caU themselves miserable sin- 
ners and o^^ders, and the moment after forget 
that such expressions have ever passed their lips, 
and return without a scruple or an instant^s reflec- 
tion to the very sins and transgressions of which 
they had declared they repented and were ashamed. 
We cannot for a moment deny much of this ; it 
comes too often home to our own experience in 
all its painful and sorrowing notice to pass unob- 
served. But when an argument is attempted to 
be based upon the fact, that therefore it might be 
better to omit the practice altogether, than place 
such a snare in their way ; and, as some go on to 
allege^ almost compel persons to be hypocrites 
towards God by enjoining their attendance at the 
family devotion, when we know that they feel no 
interest in the service, and are but too likely to 
pour contempt on the practice, and so bring sin 
on their souls, we must at once deny the inference. 
Let us proceed to examine it. 

The remark is, perhaps, chiefly applicable to 
one class of our family circle — the domestics of 
the establishment ; and in one sense it may per- 
haps be said that their attendance at family worship 
is to a certain degree compulsory — they either have 
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not the option of withdrawing given to them^ or 
if they had, they would be very unwilling to avail 
themselves of it, for the lowest of all motives, the 
fear of offending an earthly master, and injuring 
their worldly interests. It is, therefore, in one 
sense virtually at least compulsion. But as when 
a servant is hired into the family, the practice of 
family devotion is generaUy mentioned, partly as 
an intimation that the household is regulated by 

must conform to the same rules and regulations ; 
so, up to this moment, compulsion does not begin. 
They are at liberty to decline the service, and to 
seek one, if they can find such an one in a Chris- 
tian land, of which they may have to say when 
they quit it, " No man cared for my soul.'' We 
claim not the prerogative of the Almighty, to 
read the heart of man or wdman, and therefore if 
a domestic enters our service with a perfect previous 
knowledge that prayer is the morning and evening ' 
practice of the united family — why, charity be- 
lieveth all things, and charity thinketh no evil, 
and therefore admitteth the new-comer in the hope 
that a brother or a sister, beloved in the Lord, is 
kneeling by our side. Let us, however, go on to 
suppose that the truth gradually breaks in upon 
us, that charity has been too sanguine — ^we detect 

£2 
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listlessness and indifference^ and^ it may be^ even 
levity in the demeanour at the service ; or we are 
unhappily witnesses or hearers of some outbreak 
of temper or of passion^ some glaring transgres- 
sion of the law of Christian love, or Christian 
fidelity, some violation of God^s law as to truth, 
too evidently betokening an imregenerate heart. 
What then should be the conduct under such cir- 
cumstances : are we at once to exclude them from 
our service, or by still inviting and permitting 
them to join us, are we to be accused of compel- 
ling them to be hypocrites before God ? Certainly 
not: Christian charity, however, here steps in 
again, and though it may not any longer be able 
to "believe all things,'' it still "hopeth all things/' 
No Christian master or mistress, who acts up to 
the profession which family worship certainly 
makes of caring for the souls of those under our 
roof, and who, as the wise man observes, "looks 
well to the ways of the household," would omit 
or shrink from the duty of pointing out strongly, 
though kindly, the derelictions he had witnessed, 
and having thus himself, fulfilled the law of 
Christian love, by not suffering sin upon a bro- 
ther's soul, he may hope all things, and therefore 
hope that a blessing will still rest upon the means 
even as regards this erring brother or sister's soul. 



• 
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Let US take another case. There may be un- 
mistakeable evidences of a heart nninfluenced and 
unsoftened by religious impressions^ evading and 
avoiding the family worship at every touch and 
turn, and by every possible device, and when pre- 
sent shewing the irksomeness of the duty ; and 
yet with all this, as regards his service, this indi- 
vidual may have qualities that are most valuable 
and usefiil — dexterity and skill, quickness and 
neatness, and even sobriety and honesty, and that 
thorough knowledge of their work, which would 
render one most anxious to retain such an one in 
our service. In such a case indeed the reproach 
would justly attach to us of compelling them to 
act as hypocrites before God, if, with a thorough 
knowledge of their irreligious and ungodly cha- 
racter, and simply because they were useful and 
handy servants, we retained them in our service, 
and still summoned them to join with us in our 
daily worship. It was a more consistent, a more 
God-honouring rule, which David laid down in 
that Psalm which has been most appropriately 
called the Householder's Psalm, when he avowed 
his determination to walk within his house with a 
perfect heart, and accordingly declared who should, 
and who should not serve him. '^ He that walketh 
in a perfect way, he shall serve me." *' He that 
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worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house; 
he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight/' 
It would perhaps after all be far more correct to 
attribute these and similar failures to some incon- 
sistency in our own walk and conduct, rather than 
to any inherent deficiency in the practice itself. No 
one in the family should have grounds for saying 
that any law of God, or rule of godly practice, has 
been laid aside or suspended for our own conve- 
nience and interest, nor should any one ever have 
occasion to remark how little our own tempers 
or hastiness of speech was in accordance with the 
prayers we adopt for the guidance of all. 

It is not however with regard to servants only 
that one has to mourn over failure; there are 
other plots of ground in the domestic seed-bed 
in which apparently the seed is wasted, or at least 
brbgs no present fruit to perfection; and where 
the heart knows and mourns over its own bitter- 
ness with an anguish like that of Monica, or a 
cry as heart-rending aa David's over his son Ab- 
salom. It has been indeed frequently, and per- 
haps somewhat sneeringly asserted, that the chil- 
dren of religious parents have so often gone astray, 
and by their misconduct brought reproach on their 
parents' names, if they have not brought down 
their grey hairs with sorrow to the grave; and 
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many a scomer in his derision has said, "See 
what comes of too much religion/^ insinuating 
that the cause rested in the excess rather than 
the absence of religious exercises. The fact itself 
may, perhaps, be very fairly questioned — ^not that 
the children of religious parents seldom or ever 
go wrong, but that their number preponderates 
over that of less godly and more worldly parents. 
A religious family is like a city set on an hill, 
observed of all, aye, and watched of all; and 
every neighbourhood has some unkind and irre- 
verent Ham ready to expose and jest at any de- 
clension or any fall among its members, while 
even the more glaring sins of an irreligious family 
are passed by without notice, or at least without 
surprise or comment. But the question one has 
to meet is, in what way such, a result, when it 
does occur, should tell upon family prayer; or 
to take a far more common case with regard to 
pupils in a family, or the still more extended circle 
of a school. It would be a very credulous charity 
indeed which could believe that all the members 
of such a circle were alike savingly impressed by 
religious truth, or knelt at the family altar with 
the same impressions of holy reverence and devout 
or even decorous demeanour. Is then the ob- 
servance of the religious ordinance to be discon- 
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tinued in such a family or circle^ because it fails 
in its effects as regards some of its members^ and 
because to them it is a snare and a sin in their 
way? Our own common sense and reason at 
once deny such an inference, and we have only 
to carry out such a principle to its fall extent to 
see the absurdities to which it would reduce us. 
Is then the religious ordinance to be confined 
only to those members of whom we can predicate 
better things, and the door to be closed against 
those who, we have too much reason to fear, only 
disregard, if they do not despise and make it even 
a subject of ridicule and jest ? There is not one, 
with a Christian heart at least, who would for a 
moment uphold such a proposition. It reminds 
one of that legend of Abraham, in which a 
wearied traveUer at the dose of day is represented 
as coming to the patriarchs tent to seek and to 
obtain hospitality. At the time of the evening 
prayer, the stranger avowed himself a fire-wor- 
^l^, aad the indignant patriarch at once dis- 
missed him from his tent ; on which the Almighty 
remonstrated with His servant, saying, "I have 
borne with him fourscore years, and couldest not 
thou endure him one night ?" But without going 
to fabulous legends, we have sufficient indications 
of the Lord's will in His own dealings with men 
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now, as well as in His recorded word. It is true 
OroA willeth not that any should -pmah ; and, ac- 
cordingly, invitations and warnings, precepts and 
promises, threatenings and remonstrances, means 
and ordinances, line upon line, here a little or 
there a littiie, servant after servant, and messenger 
after messenger, are unsparingly employed by the 
Lord; as He Himself touchingly asks, "What 
more could have been done to my vineyard that 
I have not done to it ?" and yet after all, when 
" He looked for grapes, it brought forth only wild 
grapes.'^ And still more strikingly and painfully 
is this unfolded in our Lord's parable of the sower, 
where the seed is scattered, and that by no un- 
skilful or careless hand, on the different seed-beds, 
which we may suppose comprise the various classes 
of hearers ; yet of tl\e four, three disappoint every 
hope and mock every labour, and only one realizes 
a return, and even in that one some of the plants 
present but a niggard produce to reward the toil 
of the husbandman. And yet, in the parable of 
the barren fig-tree, it is as plainly unfolded that 
the means of grace are to be continued as long 
as life and hope remain; that though the tree 
be a barren one, though it seem to be, and is de- 
clared to be, only a cumberer of the ground, still 
he that was entrusted with its charge intercedes 
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for it on the very ground that he mil dig about it, 
and dung it, use every effort and try every means, 

result of course is with 6od^ but our duty seems 
plainly intimated that we should persevere in the 
appliance of every means of grace to the most 
unpromising and unsightly plants; and that as the 
sorrowing and repentant father in his hour of deep 
distress lay all night upon the earthy and fasted 
and wept and besought God for his child^ sayiiig^ 
" Who can tell whether God will be gracious to 
me that the child may live?*' So we should con- 
tmue earnest in prayer ivith and for those who 
may seem to us stricken with mortal disease ; and 
yet who can tell whether God may not be gracious 
to their souls that they may yet live I And though 
in many and many an instance^ as in David's case, 
the prayer be inefiPectual and the effort vain; 
though the Lord in His wisdom deny the petition 
in the exact form in which it is preferred: yet 
stiU, even with David, though the living child never 
gladdened his father's sight again, yet he could still 
find consolation in the assurance that though his 
child would never return to him, yet he himself 
should go to him, where all tears would be for 
ever wiped from his eyes. And so we may assur- 
edly say even of David's prayer, that it returned 
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not unto him void. And I cannot but think that 
the same consolatory and upholding truth as to 
the efficacy of family godliness and prayer is most 
affectingly hinted at in the parable of the prodigal 
son^ where the first act of the awakened sinner's 
memory is to go back to the peaceful^ happy home 
of his childhood and youth^ and long once more 
to share in all its security and privileges. And 
under how many a roof is there not even at this 
day many a scene of sorrow hke unto this — ^many 
burning tears of shame and sorrow shed over the 
reckless course of some unhappy prodigal afar 
from his father's home I And when^ like his pro- 
totype in the parable, he is in misery, if not in 
want, and comes to himself — ^what, in those hours 
of self-convicted wretchedness, through the grace 
of God, steals upon his awakened soul, and wins 
him back to penitence and peace ? Is it not, in a 
thousand instances, the recollection of his child- 
hood's home, and the once-despised privileges of 
that home — ^a father's counsels and a mother's 
prayers? In those hours, when no man ministers 
consolation to him, do not the scenes of those 
earlier days, the roof beneath which his first 
accents of prayer were offered up, when he knelt 
side by side with father and mother, and brothers 
and sisters, and even '^ the hired servants '^ shared 



XXym PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

in the holy abundance of that home — ^when all 
was calm and peace and love around^ do not these 
memories continually recur and wring from him 
the pathetic exclamation^ '^ Oh remember not the 
sins of my youth V^ And though it may be that 
they meet no more on earthy yet some narrative^ 
some blessed tidings from the £aj* land of his exile 
— ^&om some minister or missionary's hand^ sent 
of God to minister to his dying hours^ tells of the 
hopes that cheered those dying moments^ and the 
last earthly memories that lingered so lovingly 
around his father's home^ and the loved inmates o£ 
that home. And so^ as witii the patriarchy that 
father or mother's grey hairs may go down with 
sorrow to the grave^ because their son is not; 
like David^ they have a blessed hope that though 
he will not return to them^ yet they shall go to 
him. 

And were this alone the result, were it only but 
the hope of this, oh how fervently should family 
prayer go up as a memorial before Qod, to be 
remembered by Him, and brought so savingly 
home to a child's memory in after years 1 How 
should that &ther and mother, and brothers and 
sisters, and hired servants too, adore the loving- 
mercy of God, which thus permits an Ebenezer 
to be erected in every household^ an ark of the 
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Lord to bring in with it every blessiog to the 
inmates ! 

But we must not confine the blessing to the 
comparatively negative result of possible future 
good ; like godliness^ it hath the promise of the 
time that now is^ as well as of that which is to 
come; it blesses alike the upper and the nether 
springs: and the motto prefixed to the cover of 
the present volume refers to one of the most 
striking and significant instances of the blessing 
of the I^ord accompanying the setting up the ark 
of Gk)d in an individual house that we have on 
record. It not only states the fact that the house 
of Obed-Edom was blessed of Grod^ but states also 
the reason why it was so singled out for that bless- 
ings and why that blessing descended on it ; but 
we find in the same annals the extent and mag- 
nitude of the blessings and how evidently it was 
the result of that godly training which pervaded 
Obed-Edom^s household. If the inspired Psalmists 
Obed-Edom^s sovereign and master^ has declared^ 
(and possibly in allusion to this very familys) that 
" as arrows in the hand of a mighty man^ so are 
children of the youth^ and that happy was the 
man that had his quiver full of them/^ if he looked 
upon children as especially ''the heritage of the 
Lords and His rewards^' so the chronicler of 
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David's reign has recorded of Obed-Edom's family 
that his sons and grandsons numbered threescore 
and two men, ''able men for strength for the 
service/' with this especial recognition of the 
source from which all flowed, "for God blessed 
him/' 

It is a coveted distinction among men to call 
their lands and their houses after their own names, 
and though the word of God says of the practice, 
'' this their way is their folly,'' yet their posterity 
approve their saying and continue their practice. 
Yet the patriarch Jacob, though not at the time a 
very enlightened man, certainly had higher as- 
pirations, when he called his first resting-place 
Beth-El, or the house of God ; for happy indeed 
is that house where the Lord dwelleth, and happy 
the household that is in such a case. 



"OUS FATHEB, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY 
NAME. THY KINGDOM GOME. THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, 
AS n IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THEM THAT 
TRESPASS AGAINST US. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL: FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE 
POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.'' 

"the GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, 
AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY GHOST BE WITH US AND 
OURS THIS DAY AND FOR EVERMORE." 

"the lord BLESS US AND KEEP US ! THE LORD MAKE HIS 
FACE TO SHINE UPON US, AND BE GRACIOUS UNTO US ! THE 
LORD LIFT UP HIS COUNTENANCE UPON US, AND GIVE US PEACE 
THIS DAY AND EVERMORE." 

"the peace of god, WHICH PASSETH ALL UNDERSTANDING, 
KEEP OUR HEARTS AND MINDS IN THE KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE 
OF GOD, AND OF HIS SON JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD; AND THE 
BLESSING OF GOD ALMIGHTY, THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE 
HOLY GHOST REST ON US AND OUR HOUSE THIS DAY AND EVER- 
MORE I" 
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O Lord God of the Sabbath ! who hast in 
Thy tender love given unto man, wearied with 
toil, and burdenied with sin, a Sabbath of holy 
rest, we would especially thank Thee, and 
praise Thy name for this Thy precious gift. 
Give us a due sense of Thy unspeakable love, 
that we may prize Thine earthly Sabbaths as 
our sweetest privilege and richest inheritance 
here. Alas! Father, on other days, encum- 
bered with cares, harassed by trials, and, it 
may be, drawn aside by the anxieties and 

B 
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claims of life, we find not time — ^we make not 
time — for that more intimate and especial 
communion with Thee we so much need. We 
therefore bless Thee for this Thy retumii^g 
gift of earthly Sabbaths, Yea, Holy Father, 
all is Thine — the day is Thine, the grace is 
Thine, the peace is Thine, — oh, then, give the 
grace to love Sabbath-days, and vouchsafe to 
us peace in them and peace from them. We 
have sought peace in the world, and the things 
of the world, but they have brought only vex- 
ation, disappointment, and unrest. Oh then, 
Lord, suffer not the world, either in its cares 
or its vanities, to enter in and dispossess our 
hearts of any portion of this day's appointed 
blessing. Give us to watch with holy jealousy 
both over the inlets and the outlets of our 
hearts, that no thought may enter, and no 
desire go forth, to intercept or dim the holy 
atmosphere of Sabbath employments and Sab- 
bath enjoyments. We are now. Lord, shortly 
to go forth to Thy pubUc worship ; grant that 
we may not waste or misemploy the time be- 
fore the public duties of the day in trifling or 
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unseemly occupations; but keep alive in all 
our hearts that spirit of devotion, which, we 
trust. Thou hast already kindled. Holy Spirit 
df God ! without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy, we pray Thee take of the 
things of Jesus and shew them unto us ; and 
especiaUy would we ask for a pecuKar blessing 
on that portion of Thy word which shall be 
read to us this day, and that selected text on 
which our appointed minister shall preach to 
us. Give unto kiniy Lord, an earnest desire 
to win souls to Christ, and give him many 
souls for his hire ; give unto m not only the 
hearing ear, but the open and obedient heart, 
that Thy truth may enter in, take deep root, 
and bring forth abundant fruit to the glory of 
Thy name. 

Bless, too, those who shall worship with us ; 
and yet, why should we Umit Thee, Thou 
Holy One of Israel? — bless all everywhere, 
and in every place, who shall assemble in Thy 
name to day. Like Thine own sun in the 
firmament, shine on every congregation, on 
every Christian meeting; shine, too, on and 

b2 
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in those chambers of sickness, whose suffering 
tenants are hindered from joining in ti^ as- 
semblies of Thy people. Shine, Lord, into 
their hearts, and speak peace to their souls, as 
well as ours. 

And now, O Lord, we commend ourselves 
as a family to Thy care, beseeching Thy bless- 
ing on the various members of our household, 
on ourselves, our servants, and the children 
whom Thou hast given to us to grow up 
round about our table, and looking especially 
unto Jesus for His promise to unite Himself 
even to the scantiest meeting that assembles in 
His name; and closing our prayer in those 
sweet and precious words which He has taught 
and empowered us to use. 

" Our Father^' 8fc, 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc, 



•ahbttf Bgjrt. 



Once more, blessed Lord, are we met before 
Thee as a family, to praise and bless Thy 
name ; and yet. Father, as individuals of this 
fionily, we have all need to humble ourselves 
heJ Thee for the sbort<»um>g, <»d the nu. 
doings even of this holy day. We began it, 
IxH-d, in prayer, we have professed to serve 
and worship Thee, we have sate as Thy people 
and among Thy people in Thine own house of 
prayer ; and yet how many spots hast Thou 
seen in us this day which are not the spots of 
Thy children! Alasl we have to bow our- 
selves in the dust before Thee, that our hearts 
have been so cold, our thoughts so wandering, 
our affections so earth-wards. It is. Lord, a 
righteous demand of Thine, that to whom 
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much is given, of them wiU much be re- 
quired ; and if Thou hast this day vouchsafed 
unto us abundant means of grace, give us 
also, we beseech Thee, grace to remember, 
and grace to practise those duties, and culti- 
vate those tempers that may best adorn our 
Christian profession. Give us, as a family, to 
remember that it one member .offer, dl the 
members suffer with it ; M.d thoogh we may 
not partake alike in each other's sin, yet Thou 
hast so linked us together in the bonds of 
nature and affection, that we are at least all 
sharers in its sorrow and its shame. Suffer, 
then, no unholy, conduct, no unchristian tem- 
per. no UMe4h.bi. or indulgence to wound 
or mislead a weaker brother or sister. Four 
out, Lord, over this household such a mea< 
sure of Christian love, that like the precious 
oil on the high-priest's head that ran down to 
the skirts of his clothing, so a spirit of love 
and kindhness, a spirit of mutual forbearance 
and forgiveness, a spirit that enters into every 
want and sorrow of another, and is ready to 
speak a word in season of encouragement to 
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any, may abound in every heart from the head 
even to the lowest member. 

We are now closing, Lord, this Thy day of 
privilege. Oh gracious Father, we beseech 
Thee, water with the dews of Thine own Holy 
Spirit Thy precious word of truth, wheresoever 
scattered and by whatsoever hand, especially 
that portion of it to which we ourselves have 
been privileged to listen. Let not Satan find 
in any heart under this roof an open door or 
an unguarded crevice, whereby he may enter 
in ; but give. Lord, Thine angels charge over 
us to keep us in all our ways. Yea, be Thou 
our shield and our defence against every 
enemy. And when to-morrow dawns, and 
life's duties recommence, may we each arise 
and go forth to our appointed work with Thy 
blessing, and Thy spirit bringing to our re- 
membrance the teaching and the truths we 
have heard this day. Oh, Saviour of the 
world, who hast Thyself been present with us 
in our public worship, and art now among us 
by Thy Spirit, watch over us for good this 
night : gather under Thy wings, compassionate 
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Redeemer, not only the members of our own 
household, from the youngest to the oldest, 
but the members of every household in which 
we have an interest ; our relations and friends 
however separated and distant from us — ^may 
our prayers be now drawn out for them, and 
theirs for us, that we may be a praying people, 
and may still meet together and be united id 
spirit before Thy throne in prayer, in Thy 
name, and through Thy mediation, who hast 
loved us and given Thyself for us, even Jesus 
Christ. 

" Out Father,'' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord,' ^c. 



3Hniitaq Jfintniiig. 



Ajukightt God i Father of all mercies, who 
makest the outgohgs of the morning and of 
the evening to praise Thee, we are met toge- 
ther once more to bless and thank Thee for 
Thy preservation of us and ours during the 
past night. It is of Thy mercy alone that we 
are not consumed, that our beds have not 
been beds of death, and that no chamber 
detains its inmate in sickness or in suffering. 
We would, thank Thee, gracious Father, that 
every (so many) member(s) of this fomUy is 
(are) permitted of Thee to meet and unite once 
more in undiminished health and strength, 
in the returning privilege of family devotion. 

beds without giving the first thoughts and 
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thanksgivings of our hearts, and the first 
words of our lips to Thee, and the acknow- 
ledgment of Thy goodness. Praise, Lord, is 
comely at all seasons from a redeemed heart 
— and it becometh well a forgiven sinner to 
be thankftd ; but especially in the morning 
watches would we bless Thy holy Name for 
those many mercies, which Thy night and 
morning hath alike poured in upon us in such 
abundant measure — ^for the unbroken slumber, 
the refreshed body, the restored spirit, the un- 
diminished health, and the reason still spared 
to us. We are about to go forth once more, 
Lord, to the various cares and engagements 
of the day, (some to order and some to obey, 
some to direct and some to labour, some to 
teach and some to learn,) but all alike, the 
highest and the lowest, engaged to duty and 
devotedness to Thee. Thou, Lord, knowest 
our inabihty — ^the inabihty of each one here 
in him or herseK, for the work assigned without 
Thy blessing and Thy strength; oh grant, 
then, that we may go forth to the duties of 
this day in a fitting spirit, that they may be 
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begun, continued, and ended in a prayerful 
spirit of dependance on Thee and Thy aid, 
that when we again assemble before Thee at 
night, our consciences may be found void of 
wilful offence both towards Thee and towards 
all men. Teach us all alike that every duty, 
though outwardly done unto men, is in spirit 
and in truth to be done as unto Thee. It is 
Thou, Lord, that assignest to each and every 
one his station, and as we ask of Thee grace 
faithfully to fulfil the duties of the same, so 
would we acknowledge that all is Thine — 
success is Thine, disappointment is Thine, and 
alike Thy will concerning us. Grant then, 
Lord, that there may be no repinings on 
our Kps, no misgivings in our hearts at our 
respective conditions. Preserve us all from a 
discontented and a murmuring spirit before 
Thee, and from an over-reaching and a sUght- 
ing disposition as regards others. Bless espe- 
cially the young ones of this family, that as 
they are Thy gift, so they may be trained for 
Thee, taught to know Thee, and ready with 
the young prophet of Thy church of old, to 
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begin to serve Thee even from their childish 
years. 

And as we ask for a blessing on ourselves 
and our own work, so would we not forget 
those, who are near and dear to us. As Thy 
mercy, Lord, is over all Thy works, and Thy 
fEuthfuhiess and truth reacheth unto the douds, 
so can Thy love extend to the far distant ones 
of our respective families from whom Thy pro- 
vidence has for a season separated us. Bless 
them, O Lord, in their bodies and in their 
souls, and may our prayers in their behalf, 
and theirs for us, be heard and answered for 
the sake of Him» who loved all and died for 
all, even Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father^' ^c, 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc. 
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Blessed be Thy Name, Oh God of our salva- 
tion ! who hast once more p^mitted us, an 
unbroken band, to meet together before Thee 
in prayer and praise. Yet who and what are 
we that we should be privileged to come into 
Thy presence, O Thou Most High ? Not in 
our own name, not in any righteousness of 
our own ; we are dumb before Thee, for we 
are guilty. Yet, Saviour of sinners. Saviour 
of the lost and the perishing, it is in Thy 
name we come, it is Thy intercession we seek, 
it is Thy merits we plead. Plead Thou for 
us, and we shall not be condemned, intercede 
for us, blessed Jesus, and we shall not be cast 
out. Alas, Lord, is it Thine own reproach 
that Thou art provoked every day ? is it true 
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of US that we have provoked Thee, the Holy 
One of Israel, to anger? Yes, righteous 
Father, we have sinned this day, we have not 
watched over the issues of our hearts with 
godly jealousy; and in thought, word, and 
deed have we to acknowledge that Thine eye 
hath seen, and Thine ear heard that which was 
unseemly in Thy children. We dare not, we 
presume not, heavenly Father, to think our 
own household, any more than our own hearts, 
unstained by sin ; it may be, like the sons of 
Thy servant Job, that some among us have 
sinned, and spoken rashly with our Ups, or 
done wickedly with our hands. Alas, Lord ! 
we are indeed as other men are — ftdl of sin, 
full of fault, and our only cry before Thee this 
night is, " God ! be merciful to us, sinners," 
*'be merciful to our sin, for it is great, for 
Thy Name's sake." 

Suffer us not however, O Lord, to rest in 
this general acknowledgment of transgression ; 
let us not delude ourselves with the beUef, that 
by thus joining in the penitential confessions 
of the family, we do all that our sin requires. 
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Oh that we who are now present before Thee, 
may, each one for ourselves, in the retirement 
of our own chamber, pour out our hearts in 
penitence and prayer, and seek for ourselves 
Thy forgiveness and Thy blessing before we he 
down to rest. Let us not, O Lord, commit 
ourselves to sleep with one sin unconfessed, 
with one transgression undeplored, or one evil 
passion or unkindly temper passed over in our 
own secret prayer. And while we ask forgive- 
ness for ourselves, while we seek of Thee par- 
don for our own unnumbered offences against 
Thee, and our many unkindlinesses of thought, 
word, and deed against our fellow-creatures, 
may we have a forgiving spirit ourselves to- 
wards those who do us wrong. Let not the 
night close in upon, and slumber overtake us 
with enmity, or an angry feeling in our hearts 

• 

towards any who may have offended us. Es- 
pecially, Lord, make this household a house- 
hold of love among ourselves, of a Christian 
spirit of forgiveness and forbearance one to- 
wards another : and if any of us, whether 
masters or servants, parents or children, bro- 
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thers or sisters have betrayed an angry or an 
unfitting spirit, O Lord, forgive us and shed 
abroad in our hearts, by Thy Hdy Spirit, that 
love to Thee which may overflow in all love 
and charity, and good will ; especially towards 
those who are members of the same family, 
and partakers of the same privileges, and the 
same Christian fellowship. 

To Thy mercy in Christ Jesus do we now 
commit ourselves and all that are near and 
dear to us. Bless, protect, and keep us for 
Jesus Christ's sake. 

" Our Father,'' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc. 



Ctiestaq JOfiamittg. 



Lord, teach us to pray! Give us to pray 
with the Spirit and with the understanding I 
Alas ! Lord, Thou knowest how apt we are to 
fall into formahty and indifference, how readily 
the words of prayer fall from our hps without 
the spirit of prayer in our hearts. Oh I let 
it not be Thy reproach against any of us 
here before Thee this morning; that Thou 
shouldest have to say of any of us at the close 
of our prayer, " Thou hast not prayed," " I 
have heard no prayer from Thee^ Suffer us 
not to pray in any spirit of carelessness or 
coldness, far less in any spirit of hypocrisy, 
repeating with our hps what we do not feel in 
our hearts, or with any wandenng or unholy 
thought. Let not our prayer so rise up in 

c 
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judgment against us to condemn us, but while 
Thou vouchsafest to us the privilege of the 
fonn, give us also, we beseech Thee, the spirit 
and the power of godHness and prayer. 

We are not indeed worthy. Oh God, that 
Thou shouldest come under our roof, but He 
is worthy for whom Thou shouldest do this ; 
for He hath loved us, and given Himself for 
us, that we through Him might now come 
boldly to Thy throne of grace, and find mercy 
at Thy hands. For His sake, then, for Thine 
own Name's sake, be merciful to our sin ; yea, 
save, Lord, by Thy Name, — ^by Thy name of 
love, Jesus, save us jSrom sin, its power and 
its pollution ! by Thine errand of mercy seek 
and save us that we perish not, that we be not 
amongst the lost ones. Keep us this day, O 
Lord, in all our ways — into whatsoever scenes 
of duty, into whatsoever trials, into whatso- 
ever emergencies we may be led by Thy will 
concerning us, or the occurrences of the day, 
or into whatsoever temptations we may fall 
through the guidance of our own corrupt 
hearts, keep us, blessed Saviour, from the 
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guilt of wilful, conscious, meditated, or un- 
guarded sin. Thou, Lord, knowest that our 
enemies are many and mighty, and M of 
malice; oh suffer him not to prevail against 
us, or pluck us out of Thy hand. Up, Lord, 
disappoint him, cast him down, deKver our 
souls out of his hands as a bird out of the 
snare of the fowler. 

Thou armest us, O Lord, every day for the 
conflict — every day Thou givest us the sword 
of the Spirit, which is Thy word ; we hear its 
precepts, we are taught its warnings, we listen 
to its details of love and mercy, and we kneel 
in prayer to seek Thy guidance and support, 
before we go forth to the battle. Alas ! Lord, 
if we fall into sin after all the great things 
Thou hast done for us, we may well say, " We 
have destroyed ourselves ;" and what shall we 
say unto Thee, how shall we answer Thee, 
when we again come before Thee at night 
with an accusing and a guilty conscience ! 
Oh ! may this dread of sin, may this holy 
fear of offending Thee be preserved in us 
throughout this day ; and if through the lusts 

c 2 
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of the flesh or the wiles of Satan, we contract 
any defilement in the midst of this miserable 
and naughty world, may it be purged and 
done away, and our souls washed and made 
clean in the fountain for sin and uncleanness, 
which Thou hast opened for every sinner in 
the blood of Jesus. Thus, Lord, commend- 
ing ouraelves to Thy care and going forth in 
Thy strength, we would not omit to bring 
before Thee the wants of the young ones of 
this family, that Thou wouldest care for them 
also, and love them with that love wherewith 
Thou lovedst them when on earth, and didst 
rebuke those that would have kept them &om 
Thee ; to whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, be ascribed all might, majesty, and 
dominion now and for evermore. 

" Our Father y 8fc. 

" T^e grace of our Lord^^ 8fc. 



<Cttt0taq j^iglit. 



Lobs! Thou bast commanded Thy loving- 
kindness in the day-time ; oh that now in the 
night-season our song may be of Thee, and. 
our prayer unto Thee as the Lord of our life 1 
We look around us with a loving and a 
thankful heart and find none missing ; Thy 
providence hatii guarded in every path, Thine 
eye hath watched, and Thine hand upheld m 
every duty, and we are now met unharmed 
«/srfetne.th tW roof from whid. Thou 
permittedst us to go forth in the morning. 

And now. Lord, what is Thy record against 
us this day ? Are not all things noted in Thy 
book> and what doth that book testify ? We 
acknowjiedge with shame and sorrow that we 
have done and left undone, that we have said 
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and left unsaid, and thought and left unthought 
much, very much that we could wish other- 
wise; and cherished many a desire in our 
hearts, which, but for Thy restraining grace, 
might have conceived and brought forth sin 
and death. Blessed Jesus ! blot out the hand- 
writing that is against us, cancel its accusing 
leaves, and let not our sins be any more named 
against us ! And while we are thus accusing 
and condemning ourselves for the sins and 
omissions of this day, give us Thy grace that 
we may henceforth walk with feet more stedfast 
in Thy ways, with hands more closely linked 
in Thine, with eyes more intently and singly 
looking up to Thee, and with hearts more 
weaned from the world and more fixed on 
Thee. Thou Giver of all good, whose dews 
refreshen, and whose rest restores Thine ani- 
mate and inanimate creation; we would espe- 
cially thank Thee for the care and protection 
which hath been over us this day ; whatsoever 
of health and freedom from pain and suffering 
we have enjoyed is of Thy gift alone : and if 
Thou, Lord, hast in any measure withdrawn 
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it fipom any of us, and sent sufiFering instead, 
it is still Thy love that appoints and apportions 
all. If our work hath, this day prospered in 
any of our hands, it is because Thou, Lord, 
hast blessed us; and if disappointment has 
been our lot, and sorrow our portion, it is in 
wisdom Thou hast sent them, and it is still 
Thy mercy that would lead us to recognise 
Thy hand in all that befalls us, and trace Thy 
love as clearly in what Thou takest away, as 
in what Thou givest. Grant to us, Lord, such 
a spirit of child-like trust and reliance on Thee 
in all Thy dealings with us, that when our 
daily and our nightly praises ascend before Thy 
throne of grace, we may thank Thee not alone 
for the sunshine on our path, and the love 
that smooths our way, but for the ruggedness 
we may at times find, and the hindrances we 
meet — ^for the sickness that chastens, and the 
sorrow that weans, for the voice that calls and 
cheers even out of darkness, and the form that 
walks by our side even in the fires. 

We know not, Lord, what a day — we know 
not what a night may bring forth : Thou hast 
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told US in Thy word of a careless one who 
went to his rest thinking only of his store and 
of this world's goods^ and how that rest was 
broken in upon by the awful summons for his 
soul : may we Lord, so to our rest under the 
cover of Th7 ^ings, oommending our»l,e,, 
and aU in tkis toily, onr children, onr scr- 
vants, the guest that tarrieth but a night, and 
the friend that abideth, into Thy hands, com- 
passionate Redeemer, that whether we die, we 
may die unto Thee, or whether we live, we 
may Uve unto Thee, that so, living or dying 
we may be Thine, Thine in time. Thine for 
evermore ! 

" Our Father/' ^c. 

" I%e grace of our Lord/' 8fc. 
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Oh ! glorious God ! who in Thy works of 
creation didst, as on this day, cause Thy 
sun to arise and shine resplendent in the 
heavens, cause also the Hght of Thy truth to 
shine on our hearts, that the eyes of our 
nnd^istanding may be so enhghtened, that 
we may no longer be aliens and wanderers 
fix>m Thee through the ignorance and blind-* 
ness of our hearts. Thy word is truth ; and 
to know Thee and Jesus Christ whom Thou 
hast sent is eternal life. Oh ! blessed Saviour I 
Thou sun of righteousness, arise this morning 
and shine upon us that we may walk in Thy 
light. Gome to us,. Lord,, as in the days of 
Thy flesh Thou earnest to that poor blind 
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man, that sate begging by the wayside. 
Thou Son of David ! have mercy on tia : we 
are equally needy, equally helpless. Oh ! that 
we may now hear thy voice of love saying 
unto us, "What wilt Thou that I should do 
unto thee ?" and grant that the instant reply 
from each of our hearts may be " Lord, that 
I may receive my sight," that we too may 
follow Thee, glorifying and praising God. The 
world. Lord, lieth in darkness ; but oh ! 
grant that we may not be misled by its false 
glitter, nor its hollow promises. Keep our 
hearts from its polluting taint, and especially 
the hearts of those who as yet look upon it 
with an unsuspecting, and, it may be, even a 
lovmg eye. Guide, guard, uphold, preserve, 
and keep them ; fence them round. Lord, and 
hedge them in on every side, that no enemy 
may enter in, and their own feet neither 
stumble nor stray. Thou, Lord, hast written 
perishing on everything of man, even on the 
works of Thine own hands; but Thy word 
endureth for ever. Oh 1 . that we may love 
that word and hear its voice at all times and 
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in all places ! may we listen to and obey its 
calls, when it says to any of us, " This is the 
way : walk ye in it." K sinners entice us, 
may we not consent unto them ; if our own 
passions would mislead, or our worldly in- 
terests draw us aside from Thee, Oh I Lord, 
keep us from falling: leave us not to the 
guidance of our own carnal and corrupt wills ; 
leave us not in our feebleness and folly, but 
uphold our weakness, and arm us with Thy 
word against every assailant from within and 
from without. 

Let there, be na tarrying, no lingering 
of our hearts, no looking back of the eyes 
on what Thou hast commanded us to leave ; 
and if. Lord, Thou seest unwillingness in any 
heart before Thee, if there be any turning 
aside, or turning back to the things of this 
world, oh ! compel us to come in that we may 
be delivered from a. condemned world — huhy 
us with kindly violence, nor forsake us on our 
way till we are safe beneath the shelter of 
Thy wings, and have reached the heavenly 
city. 
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And now, Lord, may Thy blessing rest 
upon every member of this household in their 
respective duties, especially on our Httle ones 
whom Thou hast given us ; children of earthly 
parents, may they be bom again, and adopted 
as Thine own children into the femily of Thy 
redeemed ones: and a3 we betake ourselves 
to our several employments, may it be in the 
full t^surance that "Thou Lord seest us" — 
aeest not alone the duty fulfilled, or the duly 
neglected, but the spirit in which we go to it, 
the willing heart or the suUen temper. May 
Thy covenant blessing rest too on all the 
absent ones of our respective families; on 
lathers and mothers, on brothers and sisters, 
that all may be one in Thee, and one with 
Thee, oh 1 Father, Son, and Spirit, now and 
evermore. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" Tie grace qf our Lord,'' 8fc. 



^Btetoq jgigjit. 



Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and in earth is 
named, and who in Thy loving-kindness didst 
declare to Thine ancient people Israel that 
Thou wouldest be the Grod of all the families 
among them, we bless Thee, oh ! our Father, 
that Thou still gatherest the solitary ones and 
settest them in families, and still vouchsafest 
Thy promised presence, even where but two 
or three are gathered together in the name of 
Jesus. Lord ! what are we, and what is our 
Father's house in Israel, that thou shouldest 
in such great humility deign to visit us, and 
come among us ! It is the contrite heart with 
which Thou lovest to dwell, and wheresoever 
Thou findest that, be it in the highest or the 
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lowest, in the mansion of tlie rich, or the 
cottage of the poor, there. Lord, Thou enter- 
est in, and there Thou delightest to dwell. 
Oh! that Thou mayest now find among us 
such contrite ones — for alas. Lord, who 
amongst us can look back on the hours only 
that have passed since we knelt before Thee 
this morning, and not acknowledge that we this 
day have each of us done what we ought not 
to have done, and each left imdone so much 
that we should have done : happy indeed for 
us, if through Thy preventing grace we have 
been kept from wilful transgression of Thy 
law. While therefore we would bless Thy 
holy name for all that Thy grace hath pre- 
served us from, and Thy strength enabled us 
to do, we would not forget that each one here 
has somewhat to confess before Thee : some 
imholy thought, some hasty word, some im- 
kind expression or ungenerous suspicion as 
regards another ; some turning away or pass- 
ing by on the other side from some act of 
benevolence or love which it was in the 
power of our hand to do. It is a blessed 
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privilege, O Lord, which Thou now affordest 
to us sinners of kneehng alike before Thee in 
penitence and in prayer for our offences 
against Thee and against one another. Thou, 
Lord, in Thy wisdom hast made all to differ 
—Thou hast made rich and poor, high and 
low, learned and unlearned; but. Father, 
there is one spot on earth where rich and 
poor meet together and know no difference 
— even before Thy throne of grace. Blessed 
be Thy name. Thou art no respecter of per- 
sons there : we all alike need the healing vir- 
tue, and the cleansing grace of the Saviour's 
blood, we are all alike invited and all welcome 
to come, and we all may alike share in Thy 
gracious promise, that "whosoever cometh 
unto Thee, Thou wilt in no wise cast out." 

But, gracious Father, have we no records 
of bounties received, no thanksgiving for 
mercies vouchsafed to us through this dayp 
Has there been no health, no soundness of 
mind and body? Have there been no evils 
averted, no dangers warded off? no designs 
of our spiritual adversary, no temptations of 
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his thwarted and defeated? Thy mercies, 
Lord, have been without number, we cannot 
reckon them up in order unto Thee; Thou 
hast continued us in health, it is of Thy 
goodness that no evil hath befallen us by the 
way ; Thou hast given the food that sustains, 
the raiment that clothes, and the home that 
shelters. We are indeed all Thy children, but 
remember, oh! gracious Father, with Thine 
especial love the children under this roof; may 
they be safe under Thy wings, compassionate 
Redeemer ! safe from every enemy, from that 
evil of their own hearts, and from the «vil one 
that seeketh to draw them aside and away from 
Thee. Thou too. Lord, hast given strength and 
comfort in the discharge of every duty of the 
day, and Thou now grantest us the privilege, 
before we he down to rest, of coming before 
Thee iq the bonds of family amity and good- 
will to seek Thy blessing on ourselves and all 
whom we desire to bear upon our hearts 
before Thee, forJesus Christ's sake. 

Our Father'' 8fc. 

The grace of our Lordl' Sfc, 



tt 



cc 



€lnirBtet| Ifinriimg. 



Once more, gracious Father, are we met to- 
gether to praise Thy Name for the mercies of 
the night-season, and the renewed bomities of 
this morning. We have laid us down and 
slept, and have risen again, for it was Thou, 
Lord, that sustained us, and watched over us 
when we were powerless in ourselves to ward 
off the slightest injury, or repel the weakest foe. 
Not only do we bless Thee, O our Father ! 
for the mercy that preserved us through the 
night, but for the love that has restored the 
life Thou gavest at the first. It is not for 
health alone ; it is not for the renewed vigour 
of the body, and abihty to go forth without 
pain or suffering, to the various occupations 
of the day, that we desire now to offer up our 
thanksgivings before Thee — ^it is not for the 
home alone that still gathers and shelters us 
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beneath its roof, and the sweet ties that endear 
that home — ^it is not for the provision of daily 
bread which Thou causest to fall around our 
tent in undiminished plenty, that our only 
praises should ascend to Thee. Oh no ! Father 
of all mercies, we thank Thee also for the 
reason Thou still sparest, the intellect Thou 
still vouchsafest, the memory that can recall 
every mercy of the past, and the hope that 
still looks forward to every mercy of the future. 
We praise Thee for the mental energies that 
can still fulfil the duties of our station, and 
oh ! while we praise, may we also ask of Thee 
grace to use these restored and renewed powers 
for the end for which Thou gavest them. Alas ! 
Father, how often have we received these won- 
drous mercies at Thy hand, and Uttle thought 
of the love that preserved them to us. Give 
us, we beseech Thee, Thy grace to consecrate 
every power of our mind, and every affection 
of our heart to Thy service, that so even our 
necessary worldly duties and the occupations 
of the day may derive a sanctifying influence 
and colour from a renewed heart and under- 
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standing. May it be. Lord, in this spirit that 
we now go forth to our respective employments 
this day, in a desire to do all to the glory of 
Thy Name. Many of our duties, Father, may 
be humble duties, many a labour may be lowly 
labour, but oh that we may never look with 
contempt and indiflference on any around us, 
however humble the station or insignificant the 
task. May we aU, in our respective spheres 
seek Thy glory in all we do, and remember 
how Thou, Lord, in very love and tenderness 
hast graciously declared of the meanest labour 
as well as the slightest offering, that Thou wilt 
accept it as done unto Thee. Oh may this 
feeling be ever uppermost in aU our hearts in 
whatsoever we do — ^whether we eat or drink, at 
the table or the toilet, we may not seek to please 
ourselves or others, but do all to Thy glory. 

And now. Lord, we beseech Thee, dismiss 
us with Thy blessing to our respective callings, 
and may this prayer of our Ups this morning, 
be kept in our hearts all the day, and amid 
every emplojrment, whether of our hands or 
minds ; that every work and every portion of 

D 2 
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it— the work of the master and the mistress 
— ^the work of the teacher and the learner — 
the child's work, and the servant's work, yea, 
all our work, may be done in all smgleness 
of heart — ^in a holy as well as a cheerful spirit 
— as unto Thee. And while we ask for a 
blessing on ourselves, and our household, let 
us not foi^et the more distant households of 
those we love and who love us. Look, Lord, 
with favour on our respective homes — the 
home of each one's childhood, — the home 
that stiU shelters dear and loved ones. Oh 
hear our prayers for our own and each other's 
Mend, Jd Ld^ . „ fl^ .re „«, and 
dear to us, may they be near and dear to 
Thee ; and as we utter these words of prayer 
for them, may our hearts bless Thee, for that 
link of love, which thus sweetly brings us, 
though parted for a season, still united be- 
fore Thy throne of grace in the truest bonds, 
in the name of our mutual covenant Head 
and Redeemer, even Jesus Christ. 

Our Father,'' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord" 8fc. 



(C 
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It is a good thing to give thanks unto Thee, 
O Lord, and to sing praises unto Thy name : 
and as we have shewed forth Thy loving kind- 
ness ia the morning, so would we now tell of 
Thy faithfiilness in the night-season. In Thy 
natural world both the morning and the 
evening unite to praise Thee; and surely, 
Lord, Thy people should not be dumb. Thy 
children should tell of their Father's love 
and bounty at every season. There is not. 
Lord, one of Thy redeemed ones, but hath 
need to say of Thy goodness, " My cup 
runneth over.** It is not indeed that every 
day telleth of the same fiill and overflowing 
cup of the bounties of Thy providence, as 
regards our earthly store : and yet, gracious 
Father, we have all reason to acknowledge, 
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that having received help of Thee, we con- 
tinue unto this day ; even of daily bread there 
has been enough and to spare : but, O loving 
Father, it is of Thy bounties of redeeming 
mercy we would now speak,— of the love, 
wherewith Thou so lovedst us that Thou 
didst not withhold Thine only Son from us, 
but freely gave Him up for us all. 

We bless Thee, Lord, for the love that 
hast cast our lot in a Christian, and not a 
heathen land, and that too a land where the 
true Ught shines, and where Thou hast 
brought truth and knowledge home to every 
door. We thank Thee that Thou permittest 
us to set up in our house an altar of family 
worship and devotion, where each one of the 
household may join in Christian unity one 
with the other, no man forbidding them; 
we would ask Thee, Father, for the further 
blessing, that these holy exercises may be 
the blessed means, through Thy grace, of 
producing in us a godly and consistent walk 
before Thee, a spirit of love in the bond of 
peace, and those sweet ties of Christian 
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fellowship^ which unite the highest and the 
lowest in one link of love before Thee. 
While therefore, oh Father, we thank Thee 
for these unnumbered mercies and extended 
privileges, oh give us ever to remember the 
responsibilities, which these privileges entail 
on each one here before Thee. We are 
called Christians — ^the anointed ones of Thy 
Family — oh let not any of us by our un- 
righteous ways or by any inconsistent and 
unseemly spirit dishonour that holy name! 
Oh that the young ones of our household 
may be taught of Thee that much is re- 
quired even of them, that in all truthfulness 
of speech and heart, in all teachableness and 
mildness, of temper, and in all child-like sim- 
plicity of heart, they too may evidence that 
they are members of a Christian family! 
We hear of Thee by the daily hearing of 
the ear ; we gather around this our domestic 
altar to pray for conformity to Thy image, 
and the moulding of our will unto Thy will 
—oh that we may be really conformed by 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and may 
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do all Thy will, God, from the heart. 
Let us not arise from our knees this night 
and straightway forget what manner of per- 
sons we are, and for what purpose we have 
joined in prayer: but while we thank Thee 
that Thou hast made us members of a Chris- 
tian family, and, for a season at least, per- 
mitted us to share in its Christian privileges, 
may we have grace so to walk before Thee 
and before men, that we give no occasion 
to any to speak reproachfully or disparag- 
ingly of the privilege of family worship as 
a means of grace. 

May Thy blessing. Lord, accompany us 
to our beds of rest, that we may he down 
and our sleep be sweet. May the light 
of Thy countenance shine upon our hearts 
even in the hours of darkness, and when 
we awake in the morning, may our first 
thoughts be of Thee and of Thy goodness to 
us during the night season, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

" Our Father^' ^c. 

" T^e grace of tmr Lord^^ Sfc. 



jMl^ JQamiiig. 



Thou ! of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named, we would again bow our 
knees unto Thee in prayer, that in Thy loving 
mercy Thou wouldest look down upon this our 
family, the least of all the thousands of Israel. 
Thou art our Father, though the world be 
ignorant of us — Oh ! that as children. Thine 
own loving, docile, and obedient children, we 
may now cry unto Thee, "Abba, Father." 
Send Thy Holy Spirit into our hearts, that, 
having received the Spirit of adoption, this 
new and loving name may go up before Thee, 
and enter into Thine ears as the cry of Thine 
own children. Oh, gracious Father! what 
unsearchable riches, what exceeding great and 
glorious promises, what a wondrous inheritance 
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hast Thou laid up in store for those that are 
of Thy family-— -if children, then heirs — heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. 

Grant, Lord, that we may ever live up to 
this great and glorious expectation of our 
inheritance, and that our affections being no 
longer set on things on the earth, our earnest 
longings may mount up on eagle's wings to 
that happy home, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God : grant that in all our walk 
and conversation here, we may shew that we 
are not looking for our rest here, but looking 
onwards, looking upwards to that rest, which 
remaineth for Thy people in those many man- 
sions of our Father's house. 

But, Lord, we are not yet come to the 
heavenly Zion ; we are not yet joined to that 
glorious company of Thy redeemed ones, 
whom Thou hast brought in safety to their 
home in heaven : our feet still stumble on the 
dark mountains ; we are still for a season on 
earth, and Thou hast work for us to do, ere 
the evening come. In this then our time of 
need we come to Thee, our God — ^we look up 
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to Thee, oh Thou Captaiii of our salvdtion, 
who art able to save to the uttennost those 
that come unto God by Thee. Stand by to 
succour US; help and defend us, and bring 
home to our souls in all its preciousness Thine 
own assurance, ^^In Me is thy salvation 
found."' We ask then of Thee, Father, 
strength for the day — strength for this day, 
for its duties, its trials, its conflicts, and its 
perils. We know not what may befall us by 
the way, the temptations that may beset us, 
nor the allurements even in our best affections 
that may seek to draw us aside from Thy 
narrow way into guilty compUance with the 
world, or unheeding compromise with our 
own conscience. We know, O Lord, that in 
ourselves we are unable to do anything as of 
ourselves, and that unless Thy counsel guide 
us, and Thine hand lead us, and Thy right 
hand uphold us, we shall fall not only into 
danger, but into sin also. Hold Thou up 
then, Lord, this day our goings in thy 

step and in every moment be Thou nigh to 
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delivfer; yea from the plague of our own 
hearts, and the wandering of our own feet, 
good Lord, deUver us. In the various en- 
gagements of this day, whether at home or 
abroad — ^in our duties to others — ^and in all 
the various links that bind us one towards 
another, as members of the same family, give 
us a loving and forbearing spirit as regards 
our brother, a spirit ready to help and encou- 
rage one another, and, as far as we can, bear 
one another's burdens: and give us towards 
Thee that singleness of heart and purpose, 
which owns no other allegiance and desires no 
other good. Impress these saving truths on 
all our hearts, and especially on the youiig 
ones of this family, that in the thoughtless- 
ness of their hearts, and the buoyancy of their 
spirits, they may do nothing to grieve Thee, 
or wound another's feelings. 

And while we pray for Thy blessing on the 
individuals of our own family and household, 
let our prayers and intercessions be heard and 
answered for others also — ^for the families of 
our own friends and relations — ^for the families 
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of this parish and neighbourhood, yea. Lord, 
for all the families of the earth, that in Thine 
own time and Thine own way, they may all 
be brought into Thy fold and united in one 
glorious household in and through our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer, our one great Head, 
even Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father;' ^c, 

" The grace of om Lord^' 8fc, 



^riiaq i^iglit. 



" Let UB pray!* — Grant, Lord, that these 
words may be no words of course, or of mere 
rote; but give to each one of us now kneel- 
ing before Thee that we may indfeed pray, 
and that as we hear this solemn call — as the 
words, "Let us pray," fall on our ears, our 
responding hearts may at once give forth an 
answer of real, fervent prayer. Let owr prayer 
this night be as the incense, and the lifting 
up of our hands as the evening sacrifice, ac- 
cepted in Thy sight through the intercession 
of our great High Priest, even Jesus Christ, 
who ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
Oh suffer not any one of us to come before 
Thee in our times of prayer with profane and 
hurried foot or irreverent gesture, or with a 
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careless, unreflectmg heart. Alas, Father, we 
feel how prone our hearts are to wander firom 
Thee, — even in this holy season and sacred 
occupation of prayer, we have need to monm 
over the thoughts which are seeking admis- 
sion, and it may be, finding entrance also into 
our unguarded hearts. Oh that like Thy 
patriarch of old, we may keep holy watch, that 
no unclean bird, no unhallowed thought may 
come down on this our offering, and pollute 
and turn it into sin. We have. Lord, much 
to bring before Thee this and every night ; 
many mercies to seek as well as to thank Thee 
for; many deUverances to record, many in- 
terpositions of Thy love and providence over 
us, many a consolation in an hour of despon- 
dency and sorrow, and much too of needful 
strength in the time of trial. We have too, 
to mourn before Thee over many a duty left 
undone, and many a one done carelessly, and 
with an unwilling heart, and in a murmur- 
ing spirit. Who, Lord, can tell how oft he 
thus offendethP Alas! not one here before 
Thee. We have all sinned, and come short 
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of our duty, as of Thy glory. And alas too, 
Father, how much of collision and conflict 
does the world bring, — how many unkind 
thoughts and ungenerous suspicions, and 
angry feelings, as well as unholy desires, does 
one da/s mingUng in the world produce ! how 
much too of anxious care, as well as of ab- 
sorbing occupations! how much of sorrow 
and disappointment, and it may be. Father, 
even of murmuring against Thee, do the de- 
tails of daily life engender ! Oh! then, blessed 
Lord, what a privilege for Thy poor burdened 
ones to come unto Thee with all their sins, 
all their sorrows, aU their cares, yea, with the 
heart's whole burden, and cast it before Thee, 
and on Thee, because Thy Word assures us 
that Thou carest for us: and Thou too, blessed 
Jesus, hast bidden the weary and the heavy 
laden to come imto Thee, that they may find 
rest, — oh that Thy word this night may be, 
as of old on the stormy waves, a word of 
power to still and cahn every unruly passion, 
and unholy desire, as well as anxious care, 
and apprehensive fear, that we may indeed 



FRIDAY NIGHT. 49 

feel Thee to be a present Saviour, ready to 
help in every time of trial and need. We 
commend ourselves to Thy loving care and 
merciful protection this night. O Thou that 
slumberest not, give unto us refreshing sleep ; 
and if waking hours be appointed unto us, 
oh let them not be wearisome ones, but in the 
night-season may our songs be of Thee. 

Bless too those that are near and dear to 
US; hear us, especially in behalf of those 
whom Thou hast given us as Thine own 
heritage and reward, even the children of our 
family; grant that we and they may all be 
gathered into Thy family, and made Thy 
children by adoption, and have a child's por- 
tion in all Thy covenant blessings in and 
through Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father^' ^c, 

" The grace of our Lord'' Sfc. 
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"Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth 
us with benefits, even the God of our salva- 
tion." Of a truth, Lord, Thou art a God 
that changest not ; Thou art the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. It was the ac- 
knowledgement of Thy servant David that 
Thou didst daily load him with benefits, 
and we are here this day gratefully to testify 
the same. Yea, loving Father, as Thy mer- 
cies are new every morning, and Thy benefits 
are renewed day by day, so would we be 
telling of Thy salvation fi-om day to day. 
We have laid us down and taken rest; no 
harm hath happened unto us; no enemy 
hath entered in,— no fire hath burned, — ^no 
pestilence hath walked in darkness, and we 
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have again risen to acknowledge Thy good- 
ness in preserving us amid the dangers, 
and in the helplessness of the night-season. 
Health is continued, reason is restored, a 
home to shelter us is given, — and Thou, 
Lord, not only givest us food, but Thy 
loving-kindness has taught us the very words 
in which to ask of Thee daily bread, sealing 
it with Thine own precious promise, "Ask, 
and it shall be given,'' and Thine own as- 
surance that "Bread shall be sure.*' We, 
Lord, have found it so; having received 
help of Thee, we continue unto this day; 
day unto day, and week unto week, testi- 
fieth of Thy mercies. But, oh gracious 
Father, how small a portion of Thy love do 
we record in naming only Thy gifts of 
time! how untold the vast donation! how 
unreckoned up the unsearchable riches, the 
exceeding riches of Thy grace in Thy kind- 
ness towards us through Jesus Christ ! What 
shall we, what can we render unto Thee for 
all the great things Thou hast done unto 
us? Even, Lord, of Thine own; for all is 

E 2 
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Thine. Give us then, we pray Thee, grace 
to feel thankfuhiess as well as the words 
to utter it, the heart to love, and the strength 
to serve, and the will to obey, and the 
faith to endure unto the end — grace. Lord, 
for work, grace for trial and disappointment, 
grace for the fiill as weU as the diminished 
cup — ^yea. Lord, grace through every chang- 
ing scene of Ufe ; and at the close, also, when 
the hour of death comes, grant that our 
last departing accents may still be, "Grace, 
grace." 

To-morrow, Lord, is Thy holy Sabbath; 
grant that we may be looking forward to 
Thy day of rest with a prayerful heart and 
an active hand — that the duties of our house- 
hold may be so arranged that every one 
among us may have time for holy meditation 
and preparation for Sabbath work. Oh that 
we may be careful that the engagements 
of the world tread not too closely on the 
engagements of the Sabbath, or from weari- 
ness, and exhaustion, render both mind and 
body unfitted for the especial privileges and 
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enjoyments of Thy day of rest. And when 
we again meet as a family in prayer to- 
night, as we trast Thy mercy will permit, 
may we meet with hearts free from those 
cares and anxious fears, which may have 
disquieted us during the week. And if at 
all times Thou biddest us to take our cares 
to Thee, and leave them with Thee, oh 
grant especially that on this approaching 
Sabbath eve, we may have grace to cast 
away every care, and worldly thought, and 
earthly scheme from our hearts, and give us, 
we beseech Thee, that tone and temper of 
mind, which befits those who are seeking for 
and longing for Thine everlasting Sabbaths 
in heaven. 

Oh let no evil persuasions, no insidious 
sophistries of others lead any here, especi- 
ally the young ones of our circle, to under- 
value or disregard Thy Sabbaths, but trained 
and taught of Thee to love them in their 
early years, they may not forsake nor turn 
aside from them, when they are old. 

Grant, gracious Father, that these may be 
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not merely the words of our Ups, but in very 
deed and truth the earnest, honest desires of 
our hearts through Jesus Christ our Saviour 
and Redeemer. 

" Our Father'' ^c. 

" I7ie grace of our Lordl' 8fc. 



'Otiirtaq ^igtit. 



Weakied with the labours and cares of the 
past day, and the past week, we once more 
come unto Thee, our God, rejoicing in the 
privilege Thou givest, and praising Thee for 
the rest and repose which Thou now settest 
before us. Thou, Lord, knowest whereof we 
are made ; Thou rememberest that we are but 
dust and ashes : our bodies are wearied with 
the toils and tasks of the day, and our minds 
worn with the anxieties of the whole week. 
How gracious then. Thy provision, which has 
appointed not only the night for the refresh- 
ment of our bodies in sleep, but Thy day of 
rest also — Thy Sabbath of holy calm for the 
invigorating of our minds, and the renewing 
and sanctifying of our souls. 

And yet, heavenly Father, ere we retire to 
rest, give unto us the Ught of Thy Word, that 
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we may examine ourselves, as in Thy sight, 
with respect to the doings of the past week, 
and oh! grant that we may leave no unac- 
knowledged, no unrepented, no unforgiven sin 
to mar the holy quietude and enjoyment of 
Thy Sabbath. Alas, Lord, at the close of 
every day we have had to mourn over much 
that has been left undone that should have 
been done, as weU as much done that we could 
wish never had been done. What then is the 
reckoning which the week has to record 
against usP If one day alone condemn us 
before Thee, what must the accumulated seven 
testify against us in Thy sight. We are dumb 
before Thee— we have nothing to plead in our 
own behalf, but that Christ died, the sinless 
for the sinftd, the just for the unjust, the holy 
for the unholy. Be merciful we beseech Thee 
to the sins of this day and week now nearly 
closing — ^blot out our transgressions in the 
blood of Him that died for us. Oh Saviour 
of sinners! vouchsafe that those blessed ac- 
cents of love, which so often met the ears of 
poor downcast ones firom Thy lips on earth. 
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" Go in peace, thy sins be forgiven Thee/* may 
now be whispered into our hearts by Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we too may go to rest in peace, 
and may arise in the morning with hearts 
weaned from this world's poor trifles and long- 
ing for the day to be spent in Thy courts 
more than for a thousand elsewhere. 

And now, Heavenly Father, ere we separate, 
let us gather before Thee in our prayer all the 
members of Thy extended family on earth, 
especially those who are joined to us by the 
ties of kindred, and the bands of love. How 
wonderful, Lord, and oh how precious also 
the privilege and the power which Thou givest 
to us, of recalling each one to our memories 
and our mind's eye, the very form and features 
of those we love, and would bear upon our 
hearts before Thee ; that at this moment, even 
while we are uttering the words. Thou enablest 
our, thoughts and our affections to go as it 
were to our respective homes, and behold in 
spirit every inmate there, father and mother 
and brother and sister, yea, all we love, and 
all who love us. Thou, Lord, hast written 
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separation on everything on earth, but as Thou 
hast declared that there is no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus, so is there no 
separation from Thee; and those that are 
Thine here, are Thine for ever, Oh ! then that 
we and those dear to us, and all Thy people 
everywhere may be now united in those best 
bonds of love with Thee our great Covenant 
Head, that when through Thy atonement and 
intercession, Thy whole redeemed family meet 
in heaven, none of us, and none whom we love, 
may be missing, and that Thou mayest say of 
all here, '' those that Thou gavest me I have 
kept, and have lost none." And for om'selves, 
that as parents we can have no greater joy on 
earth than to hear that our children are walk- 
ing in truth, so in that day when parents and 
children again meet, we may be enabled to 
point to all and say, '^ Behold I and the children 
Thou gavest me." Oh ! gracious Father, grant 
this for the love wherewith Thou lovest us in 
Christ Jesus our Saviour and Redeemer. 

" Om Father!' ^c. 

" I%e grace of our Lordl' 8fc. 
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"Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord, we love." 

Can we, gracious Father, say this with a true 
and honest heart P Thou knowest, Lord : Thou 
knowest every thought of pur heart, every 
desire of our soul, oh then, give unto us to say 
in truth, " We love Thy Sabbaths also." Shed 
abroad that love of them and of Thee the giver 
of them into our hearts by Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may be fitted, and prepared, and made 
meet for that everlasting Sabbath, which Thou 
hast laid up for Thy people in heaven. Alas, 
Lord, when we look back on the Sabbaths of 
our past lives, and remember how carelessly 
we have squandered them, and how little we 
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have prized them, we would adore the long- 
suffering of that grace which still spares them 
to us, stiU opens the doors of Thine earthly 
tabernacles to Thy poor sin-burdened and 
sorrow-stricken creatures, and still bids them 
enter in and find rest for their wearied feet, 
as well as their wounded spirit. Yea, loving 
and tender Father! in Thine house is bread 
enough and to spare — ^food enough for all, and 
adapted for all, milk for the babe and meat 
for the strong, comfort for the sad, and 
strength for the feeble— pardon for the sinner, 
and promises for the contrite. 

The torn and the wounded may find heal- 
ing, and Thy saint may mount up with eaglets 
wings and renew his strength. Lazarus may 
lie at thy gate in his rags and full of sores, 
and Thou wilt not despise him ; and the rich 
man may gladly leave his sumptuous fare to 
find richer and more enduring food at Thy 
table in the banquet Thou hast provided. 

Blessed, then, O Lord, be Thy name, for 
the abundance of the provision, which Thou 
spreadest for all in tiiesa Thy earthly Sabbaths, 
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that we too, and every one may go in and out 
and find pasture, and whosoever will may take 
of the water of life freely. 

Oh ! then, grant that we may love Thine 
earthly Sabbaths, that we may look upon them 
and find them days of especial blessedness to 
our souls. Give us, Lord, this day to cast off 
for a little season, the cares and anxieties, the 
grievances and disappointments of this life of 
vanity and vexation, that we may be renewed 
in the spirit of our minds, and take courage, 
and find strength for the remainder of our 
way. 

Open, Lord, the eyes of those around us, 
who as yet look on Sabbath-days as days of 
restraint, and irksome hindrance, that they 
may both perceive and know Thy inestimable 
love in thus providing these blessed resting- 
days, where wearied limb and jaded frame, as 
well as exhausted spirit and craving soul, may 
alike be refreshed and recruited, where every 
sorrow may find rehef, and every want supply. 

And now. Lord, we pray Thee, bless the 
provisions of Thy house to us this day, feed 
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Thy worshipping people with food convenient 
for them — supply all their need according to 
Thy riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Espe- 
cially, bless him, whom Thou hast set over us, 
to minister among us, that out of the good trea- 
sure of his heart, he may bring forth good 
thioffs, and Thy word may have free course 
«no^ ^.^iL ^orified. Gr«,t him. Lorf. 
many souls for his hire; and to us give that 
open and obedient heart, which, like that of 
Thy child of old, may be ready to reply to every 
message Thou sendest. " Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth." Grant, oh ! gracious Father, 
that the more we know of Christ the more we 
may love Him, and the more we love Him the 
more we may serve Him, till prayer be lost 
in everlarti-g pr«», «>d the L hriligh* of 
Thine earthly Sabbaths be exchanged for the 
glorious noon-day of Thy never-ending Sab- 
bath in heaven, through Jesus Christ Thy 
Son, our Redeemer. 

" Our Father;' ^c. 

" I%e grace of our Lord,*' 8fc. 



•athatjr j^igjit. 



" Blessing and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever." Is such, 
blessed Lord, the glorious song of heaven, 
such the hymn of praise which resounds 
through Thy courts above ? — and are we poor 
smners, privileged to join the chorus — are our 
feeble voices permitted to ascend on high and 
mingle with the hallelujahs of Thy heavenly 
host ? Oh, yes ; for ever blessed be Thy holy 
name— for ever adored be redeeming love! 
Thine own word. Lord, assures us how in that 
glorious vision revealed to Thy disciple in his 
lonely isle he heard " every creature in heaven, 
and on the earth, and all that are in them," 
unite in this joyous song to the Lamb that was 
slain. 



64 SECOND WEEK. 

And yet, heavenly Father, we cannot but 
fear that as in the times of old, they were not 
all Israel, which were of Israel, so some of us 
may have this day cried, " Lord, Lord," while 
our hearts were far from Thee. Oh! our 
Father, that we may feel it, that we may con- 
fess it, that we may bewail it ! How many- 
unguarded and unwatched openings the world, 
and the things of the world have this day 
found into all our hearts 1 and even while the 
words of prayer have been of Thee, and to 
Thee, our thoughts have been Kngering upon 
the earth, and dwelling on the things of time ! 
Oh, our Grod ! we can do no good thing with- 
out Thee ; we cannot pray aright, imless Thy 
grace and Thy spirit put both the desire into 
our hearts, and the words into our lips. 
Whatsoever then of sin Thine eye hath seen 
in any of us this day, whatsoever of worldly 
taint or defilement hath mingled with our 
service, whatsoever of listlessness, of coldness 
or indifference Thou hast marked in our beha- 
viour or detected in our hearts, oh ! let us not 
give rest to our eyes, nor slumber to our 
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eyelids, till we have a good hope that Thou, 
Lord, hast forgiven us for Jesus Christ's sake. 
And whatsoever of prayer has this day been 
offered up in accordance with Thy will, and 
for the accomplishment of Thy righteous pur- 
poses, oh Lord hearken and do — defer not for 
Thine own sake, O our God, for we are called 
by Thy name. Remember Thou us indivi- 
dually with the favour that Thou bearest unto 
Thy chosen: look favourably too, O Lord, 
upon aU Thy praying people everywhere : bear 
Thou the names of all Thy Israel on Thine 
own heart, and appear in the presence of God 
for us. And as Thou hast united us this day 
in the bonds of prayer and in Thy Name, so, 
blessed Jesus, through Thy mediation, may 
Thy redeemed people be brought fipom every 
clime, from the north and the south, and the 
east and the west, to join in that song of Thy 
servant Moses, and the Lamb, saying, " Great 
and marvellous are Thy works. Lord God 
Almighty." Just and true are Thy ways. 
Thou King of Saints. 
And now, O God of our salvation, we 
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commend ourselves, om* bodies, souls, and 
spirits into Thy merciM care this night. Give 
unto us, as Thy beloved, refreshing sleep; 
and if it be Thy gracious will that to-morrow's 
dawn call us forth to to-morrow's duties, may 
the strength Thou thus renewest, and the 
health Thou restorest, be alike consecrated 
with the best affections of our hearts to Thee 
and Thy work on earth ; that the young ones 
of our household may be Thine, even from 
their earhest years, that when they grow up 
to riper age, they may not have painfiil cause 
to remember the sins, nor bear the reproach 
of their youth, through Him who loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
even Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord,' 8fc. 



l&a^^ BnniiDg. 



" Oh Lord ! how manifold are Thy works ! 
in wisdom, yea, and in love, hast Thou made 
them all; the earth is full of Thy riches." 
We too are monuments of Thy mercy; for 
we are the preserved of Thy power from day 
to day. In the hours of darkness Thou 
sawest us ; in the time of our slumber Thou 
watchedst over us, and forbadest any enemy 
to come nigh to hurt us. And now, Lord, as 
Thy voice hath called the sun to come forth 
as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and as, 
at Thy bidding, he rejoiceth as a refreshed 
one to run his course, so is it Thy voice 
which hath called us from our slumbers, and 
bidden us once more resume that weekly and 
daily course of occupation which Thou hast 

p2 
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assigned to each. We thank Thee, Father, 
for the temporal blessings of the Christian 
Sabbath so needful to our bodies, in such 
mercy given, and with such solemn sanction 
preserved to man. We bless Thee for the 
rest from toil we have enjoyed, the cessation 
from care and anxiety which Thy Sabbath 
secures, and the renewed vigour, and the re- 
stored spirits, with which Thou permittest us 
once more to renew the duties of the week. 
Oh that these, and every gift of Thine, our 
health, our strength, our reason, our time 
and talents, and opportunities of good, i^iay 
all be consecrated to Thy service ; and accord- 
ing as Thou permittest us to possess the 
thmgs of this life, whether it be in abundance, 
or in scantier measure, may we receive all at 
Thy hands, as from the hands of a loving 
and tender ^Father, who divideth to every 
child severally as seemeth to Thee best. If, 
Lord, our cup runneth over, and Thou givest 
us richly to enjoy, oh give us also the sober 
heart and the steady hand to carry the fall 
cup ; and grace to remember that we are Thy 
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stewards, and may not waste Thy goods in 
selfish enjoyment, far less in vicious indul- , 
gence. And if, Father, it be otherwise, if 
the spring of Thy bounty drieth up, and, in 
equal wisdom and equal love, Thou appbintest 
but bread for the day, oh ! suffer us not under 
any trials, under any reverses or disappoint- . 
ments, to doubt Thy love or question Thy 
goodness. Hast Thou not. Father, care over 
the birds of the air and the flowers of the 
field? Clothest Thou not and feedest Thou 
not them ? And wilt Thou pass over or pass 
by Thine own children ? Wilt not Thou, bur 
Father, care for every child in Thy family? 
Wilt not Thou, O Shepherd of Israel, go 
forth with us and lead us, and watch over 
every sheep of Thy flock? Yea, Lord, the 
torn and the bleeding and the lambs Thou 
wilt carry in Thy bosom, and gently lead 
those that are heavy burdened. Oh ! loving 
Father, Thou hast graciously permitted us to 
seek Thy blessing on every work of Thy 
hands, which Thou assignest us to do. We 
dare not, Lord, we would not begin our daily 
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duty without asking Thy favour and approval, 
nor enter upon any work without Thy sanction 
sought in prayer. Without Thy blessmg, 
Father, how poor and valueless would be 
success, and how far harder and more bitter 
would be disappointment and failure. Be 
Thou then, Lord, a present help to eveiy 
one of us — ^the young and the old, the em- 
ployer and the employed, the teacher and the 
learner — ^in the engagements and occupations 
of this day ; may they be begun in Thy fear, 
carried on and continued in Thy strength, and 
concluded with Thy blessing, and to Thy 
glory. 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake ! 

" Our Fathery' ^c. 

" Tke grcuee of owr Lord,* 8fc. 
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'' Bless the Lord, our souls, and all that 
is within us praise His holy Name." Yea, 
Lord, with all our hearts, and souls, and 
strength, with the best member that we have, 
will we praise Thee ; for not only hast Thou 
sustained, and fed, and guarded us through 
the snares and perils of the day, but. Lord, 
Thou hast once more brought us together as 
a reunited family^ that we may seek pardon 
for the sins, and cleansing from the stains and 
defilements, we may have met with m our 
way. In the various paths in which our feet 
have trodden this day, we know not. Father, 
the snares that may have beset, nor the temp- 
tations that may have assailed one and another ; 
our eyes have not followed, nor our knowledge 
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traced each at every step, nor has every heart, 
and the thoughts of every heart, been open 
to our gaze. We know not, if one has re- 
sisted, and another yielded — ^if one, in the 
moment of temptation, has hfted up a strong 
cry to Thee for help, and been heard in that 
he cried ; or if another has gone in his own 
resolution and confident in his own strength, 
and has consequently stumbled and fallen, — 
we know not. Father, but Thine eye has fol- 
lowed us into every place, and seen every 
action ; Thine ear hath heard every word, even 
those we may have whispered in secret; and 
Thy dance hath read even the unuttered 
flJuglt and «»u>ed the ..whimpered de»». 
of every heart before Thee. And which of 
us, Lord, has not need to humble himself low 
in the dust before Thee, when he knows the 
deceitfokess and plague of his own heart, and 
recalls its countless wanderings from Thee. 
Be not eltreme to mark — ^nay, loving Father, 
be very tender and gracious and forgiving to 
themLysinsweLeeachofustobLg 
before Thee this night. Who can reckon them 
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tip in order unto us ? And yet are they not 
all noted in Thy book ? Oh, blessed Jesus ! 
blot out the handwriting that is agamst us, 
not only of this day, but of our lives past ; 
the sins of childhood and youth, the sins of 
maturer life, and — oh God I we are confounded 
at the thought ! — ^the sins even of old age also. 
How merciful then that gracious forgiveness 
which Thou, Lord, h^t provided for sinners 
of eveiy grade in Christ Jesus — that stream 
of mercy which, like the waters that followed 
Thy people Israel, has never failed, never dried 
up nor dimioished, but is as abundant, and 
as free, and as healing now as when first it 
gushed forth from Thy wounded side. Oh t 
that we may flock with eager haste, like the 
sick multitude at Bethesda's pool, to step in 
and be healed of our sicknesses and our sins. 
Oh ! that each one of us now kneeling before 
Thee, as we commune with our own hearts, 
and see whereinsoever we have this day offended 
against Thy holy will and law, may now cry 
unto Thee, '* God ! be merciful to mo a sin- 
ner !" And now, our Father, would we com- 
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mend this household to Thy gradous care and 
protection durmg this night. We are unable 
to care for ourselves, and unless Thou, Lord, 
guard us, the watchman waketh but in vain. 
Bless those who are more especiaQy dear to 
us with all the spiritual as well as temporal 
blessings of Thy love in Christ Jesus ; bless 
them in their bodies and in their souls ; bless 
them in their basket and their store ; yea, 
Lord, bless them and us alike in our joys 
and our sorrows, in our comforts, and our 
crosses, that all may be means of grace, all 
overruled of Thee to guide and lead us to that 
everlasting rest which Thou hast laid for all 
that love and wait for Thee, in and through 
Christ Jesus, our only Saviour and Redeemer. 

'* Our Father,"' 8fc. ' 

" The grace of our Lord'" Sfc. 



teatoq 30flnrtimg. 



Blessed Lordl who hast caused Thy Holy 
Scriptures to be written for our leammg, we 
thank Thee for the especial privilege vouchsafed 
unto us this morning, in that Thou hast per- 
mitted us to Usten to Thy Word, and to be 
taught from that blessed volume, what holy 
men of old wrote as they were moved by Thy 
Holy Spirit. Spirit of God ! give unto us not 
only the hearing ear, but the obedient heart. 
Grant that henceforth we may no more walk 
i» ihe d.rk.e» of ■gno^noe'L.d e^r, but 
that having Thy Word as a lamp unto our 
feet and a lantern unto our paths, we may 
not, in our sin and folly, love darkness rather 
than light, or put away the hght from us. 
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Give unto us grace to bring aU our doings to 
the light of Thy written Word, that to every 
suggestion of our own corrupt wills, and to 
every temptation of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, we may unhesitatingly ask ourselves, 
in Thine own words, "How readest thou?" 
and whatsoever Thy Word approves and en- 
joins, we may love and follow, and whatsoever 
Thy Word condemns, we may condemn also. 
It h. gradou, ftther, Thii o™ solemn 
question, "Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way?" and not only hast Thou 
in mercy asked, but in love hast Thou an- 
swered Thy question by repljdng, "Even by 
ruling himself after Thy Word." Oh ! then^ 
that all we now here before Thee may take 
heed unto Thy Word, that we too, with Thy 
servant of old, may hide it withiu our hearts, 
that we may not sin against Thee. 

We are now. Lord, about to go forth into 
a world full of snares as well as trials. Many 
are there that will encompass us^ and say to 
us, "Come thou with us," and our own 
hearts, alas! are too ready to listen and to 
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yield to every invitation. There be many that 
fight agamst us, and are seeking to cast us 
down. Where, oh ! our Father, will not trial 
and temptation meet us P at home and abroad, 
when we sit in the house and when we walk 
by the way. our own evil and deceitful hearts 
will be with us, wherever we go and whatever 
we do, and our own strength is but helpless- 
ness indeed. Our adversary never slumbers, 
never relaxes his desire, to have us; he too 
goes with us by the way, he stands by our 
side even in our dafly occupations, watching 
every opening, and seeking to cast down by 
every device and art. Up, Lord ! disappoint 
him, cast him down, and dehver our soul as 
a bird out of the snare of the fowler, that 
neither his malice may prevail against us, nor 
our own sin and folly place us for a moment in 
his hands. Gather us. Lord, under the cover of 
Thy wings, that we may be safe from the 
devourer. Watch over us, that no harm 
happen unto us, and suffer not our own way- 
ward hearts, our evil tempers, and unruly 
passions and unmortified desires to take part 
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with them that are Thine enemies and lead us 
into sin. 

We ask Thee, Lord, for Thy blessing on 
our work this day — ^prosper Thou the work of 
our hands, — oh, prosper Thou our handy- 
work ! Give us to go forth in a right spirit 
to those duties which Thou appointest for 
each, iQ no murmuring nor repining temper, 
in no envious glance at another's sphere or 
another's position. We are all members of 
the same fiEunily, and Thou hast commanded 
us to love one another, and to be ready to 
bear one another's burdens in a kind and 
sympathizing spirit. Oh 1 give us grace to be 
all Thy servants, and to acknowledge Thee as 
our Master in heaven : and as Thou appointest 
unto each his service, so. Lord, send to each 
strength for the service and grace for the work, 
grace for the elder and grace for the younger, 
grace for the master and grace for the servant, 
that we may each hear at the close of life's 
labour Thiue own approving voice, "Well 
done good and faithful servant, enter Thou 
into the joy of Thy Lord." 
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« 

These blessings we ask in the name, and 
through the mediation, of our only Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Our Father:' &-€. 
2%e grace of our Lord^' 8fc. 



it 



it 
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Oh, Almighty Father! who didst commend 
Thy servant Abraham for directing his children 
and his household, after his example, to keep 
Thy ways, look down this night in equal 
love upon this household now gathered before 
Thee, that each one here may walk in the 
way of Thy commandments, and be alike ap- 
proved and accepted of Thee, through the 
intercession of Him who loveth us, and willeth 
not that any should perish. We do not pre- 
sume, O Lord, we dare not say of every one 
among us that they are so walking before 
Thee; but oh! grant, gracious Father, that 
it may be the earnest, the fervent, holy desire 
of every heart ! Make every heart Thine, be 
this the day of Thy power, and make us all 
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Thy willing and obedient children. If there 
be. Lord, any heart among us that has as yet 
forborne to bind himself to Thee,, and is still 
lingering on the confines of that world which. 
Thou wamest us not to love, oh I compel that 
soul to come in and join himself in an ever-^ 
lasting covenant to Thee, that Thou mayest do 
him good. In Thy blessing only is Ufe. Oh I 
Lord, bless us, and whatsoever of stain and 
sin' we have contracted in our walk to-day, 
may we now, each one in our own hearts, 
bring it before Thee in shame and in sorrow, 
that it may be blotted out and be remembered 
no more against us. Oh ! long-suffering and 
gracious God, we bless Thy holy Name, that 
Thou hast not dealt with us after our sins, nor 
rewarded us according to our iniquities ; and 
that Thou permittest us once more to meet 
together in safety beneath this roof, that from 
the different caUings and occupations of the 
day, the hurry and weariness of business, and 
the necessary interruptions of social intercourse, 
we have again gathered round the altar of 
family worship, have heard Thy holy word, 

G 
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and are asking of Thee Thy blessing before 
we retire to rest. Suffer us not to undervalue 
nor lightly regard this precious privilege of 
giving these our best social moments to holy 
communion with Thee in prayer and medita- 
tion on Thy word ; and still more, Lord, suffer 
us not to rest satisfied in the mere outward 
form, or to suppose that, when we arise fix)m 
our knees, we have been offering an acceptable 
service, unless our hearts prompt what our lips 
utter, and our Uves shew forth that we are 
walking in holy consistency and keeping with 
the privileges Thou givest and the truths Thou 
teachest us. Forgive, Lord, what Thou hast 
seen amiss in us this day, strengthen what is 
feeble, stablish what is wavering ; and as Thou 
hast borne us in safety through the toils and 
trials of our worldly duties, so give now unto 
each that portion of rest which Thou knowest 
to be needful. May we he down in peace, 
and take our rest, because Thou, Lord, sus- 
tainest us, and watchest over us by night as 
well as by day. Look, oh compassionate Re- 
deemer, with especial love on the children of 



TUESDAY NIGHT. 83 

Thy fold; as a tender Shepherd feed them, 
gather the lambs with Thine ann, and carry 
them in Thy bosom, that no harm happen to 
them. Send too, gracious Father, Thy bless- 
ing to the more distant households of those 
whom we would bear upon our hearts before 
Thee. Bless them with all temporal as well 
as spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Make them Thine for ever ; and however Thy 
will may separate us on earth, however Thy 
appointment may scatter us here and send us 
there, oh ! grant we may all meet reunited in 
joy, when Thou, Lord, shalt summon all Thine 
everywhere to be for ever with Thee, through 
Jesus Christ. 

Our Father r 8fc. 

The grace of our Lordy^ 8fc. 
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Oh, eternal and everliving God! who art 
from everlasting to everlasting, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning, 
we bless Thee, Lord, that Thou art indeed 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
We found Thee, Father, gracious and kind 
yesterday, full of compassion and tender mercy, 
and we find Thee so to-day : Thou lovedst and 
caredst for us yesterday, and Thou lovest and 
carest for us to day. We are the preserved 
of Thy power from day to day — ^we laid us 
down and slept and have again risen, because 
Thou, Lord, madest us to dwell in safety; 
and now what return shall we render unto 
Thee for aU the great things Thou hast done, 
and art continually doing for us ? Alas ! 



I 
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Father, it is not the question, "What shall 
we render?" for we have nothing: we are 
only poor and empty-handed, naked, and 
blind, .ad mieraWe; having need o! dl 
things, even of the heart to love, and of the 
tongue to bless Thee. Oh, then, gracious 
Lord, give us the heart to love, give us the 
desire to thank Thee : give us to see and feel 
as well as own, how much we need, and how 
much we are continually owing to that bounty, 
which has hitherto supplied every need, and 
has promised for future wants, that what- 
soever we shall ask in prayer, beUeving, we 
shall receive. Oh loving Father I from what 
an abounding stream of love dost Thou 
draw for the support and refreshment of Thy 
wearied wandering ones in the wilderness 
through which Thou hast appointed them to 
pass, guiding them by day, and protecting 
them by night, and feeding every day, and — 
let us not forget — forgiving even their iniqui- 
ties, and passing by their transgressions : yea, 
that Thou so lovedst the world, that Thou 
gavest Thine only begotten Son, that who- 
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soever beKeveth in Him, should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

In all our deaUngs with the world this day, 
in the needful duties and engagements that 
carry us into its scenes and amid its crowds, 
preserve us from its snares, its temptations, 
and its conflicts ; or if. Father, in Thy wisdom. 
Thou appointest unto us the more peaceful 
occupations and quietude of home, still keep 
us from the evU of our own hearts, and the 
suggestions and thoughts that find entrance 
alike in soUtude or society. Wherever we go, 
whatever we do, — ^be our calling abroad or at 
home, — hold Thou us up in all our paths, that 
when we again meet beneath this roof in 
prayer, there may be, through Thy mercy, no 
wilful sin, no defiant forgetfulness of Thee or 
of Thy word, to testify against any of us. 
Alas, Lord, we dare not say, there will be no 
heedless walking, no wandering step, no idle 
word, no unholy thought — but oh, let not him 
that is Thine enemy and ours, prevail against 
us to cast us down —let him not have it in his 
power to say of any of us, " There, there, so 
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would we have it ;'" but, good Lord, deliver 
us, save us from the power of him that would 
destroy. Oh that the children of this family 
may remember Thee in the days of their 
youth, remember that they are called by Thy 
Name, and that Thy vows are upon them also, 
and that all who name the name of Christ, 
must depart from all iniquity. • Take also 
under Thy loving care and protection, all the 
absent ones of our respective famihes — ^those 
that are gone out from among ourselves — and 
those who in their own homes have anxious 
hearts for dear and loved ones under our roof ; 
and as we pray for them, and they for us, so 
may our mutual prayers go up and meet before 
Thy throne of grace and return laden with 
eviry blessing that love can give and wisdom 
sanction, through the intercession of our great 
High Priest and Advocate, even Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father^' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord'^ 8fc. 
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Blessed art Thou, oh] Lord God of our 
salvation, for the protection that hath guarded^ 
and the mercy that hath guided us this day in 
all our paths. We have indeed heard with 
our ears, and our fathers have told us the 
great things Thou didst for them, how Thou 
leddest them all the days of their Uves and 
broughtest them out at length, and didst set 
them* in a large place. Yea, Lord, the fathers 
to the children have made known Thy truth ; 
and we are now here to testify that Thy 
mercies fail not, and that as in the times of 
old, so Thy loving-kindness continueth unto 
this day. We bless Thee for the health Thou 
hast granted unto us this day, that Thou hast 
not brought down our strength by the way, 
nor suffered us to languish in pining and 
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wasting sickness from morning until night. 
We thank Thee that Thou hast permitted us 
to go about our several employments this day 
for the necessary provision of our family, and 
for whatever measure of success or good that 
may have befaUen us in our respective caUings, 
and, above all, we thank Thee for that pro- 
tecting care which has once more gathered us 
together in the sweet bonds of prayer this 
night before Thee. Yea, Father, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! How blessed is that house 
where Thou dwellest, and that heart with 
which Thou hast promised to abide. May 
that blessedness be ours i and for this end, 
Lord, look with favour — the favour that Thou 
bearest unto Thy chosen— on each one now 
before Thee. Oh ! that Thy voice may arrest 
each of our hearts, may call back every wan- 
dering thought, as well as straying foot, to 
Thee and Thy precepts. We aUke need Thy 
restraining and upholding grace ; there is no 
difference in Thy sight — ^as with the servant, 
so with the master — as with the maid, so with 
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her mistress — as with the buyer, so with the 
seller, — there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one. We kneel then, Lord, before Thee this 
night as a band of poor sinners seekmg for- 
giveness at Thy hand, as a company of needy 
beggars, as dependents on Thy bounty, and 
yet, gracious Father, as children, though 
erring children, whom Thou hast authorised 
to come unto Thee with every want and every 
desire of their heart, that Thou mayest bless 
us, and have mercy on us. And not only on 
ourselves, but have mercy on all — on our 
Queen and all in her household, that Thy 
blessing, so needed of all, and so enriching 
all, may abundantly rest on herself and those 
dear to her, that amid all the cares and snares 
of her station, she may be preserved guileless 
and guiltless before Thee. Bless, too, and 
direct those in stations of influence and autho- 
rity, that, in all singleness of heart, they may 
aim at Thy glory and the good of their fellow- 
creatures in all they do. And while we pray 
for these, oh! may our hearts go up also 
before Thee in earnest prayer on behalf of the 
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chfldren of this family and of every family in 
our land, that in their young hearts may he sown 
the seed of eternal life, and that being rooted 
in Christ they may grow up as trees of righte^ 
ousness, the planting of the Lord. Preserve 
us all in the imity of the faith and in the bond 
of peace, as well as in all righteousness of life : 
and especially to Thy miuisters grant a spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
Teach them, that they may be able to teach 
others. 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Out Father y^ 8fc, 

The grace of our Lordl^ &fc. 



it 
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Eternal and everlasting God, who art of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, impress 
this solemn truth upon each of our hearts this 
morning ere we go forth to mingle in a world 
that lieth in wickedness. Lord, Thou hast 
told us that our own hearts are deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked ; and, alas ! 
like inclineth to like, and as face answereth to 
face in water, so our hearts to the evil and 
corrupt ways of the world. Preserve us then, 
we beseech Thee, from the snares that beset 
us without, and the temptations and sugges- 
tions that arise within; and in that necessary 
association with the world which the duties of 
our station require, give us that singleness of 
heart and purpose which looks alone to Thee 
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for guidance on the way, and to Thy glory as 
the end and object of all our work. 

Give us, Lord, such a heart this day as 
may in every season, and under all circum- 
stances, be ever going forth to Thee for help 
and direction. If ungodly associates would 
entice any of us into sin or sinful compUance, 
give us grace to resist and to put them far 
from US; if worldly interest or gain would 
whisper aught that is unbecoming in a child 
of Thine though the world might approve ; 
or self-indulgence suggest any shrinking from 
the path of duty or obedience, oh ! suffer us 
not so to wound our consciences, or to bring 
reproach on Thy Name. Keep alive in us, O 
Lord, this day such godly jealousy over all 
our ways, and over all the purposes and desires 
of our hearts, that we may enter upon no 
engagement, and seek no employment that is 
inconsistent with duty to Thee ; and while we 
are occupied in our respective duties, may we 
seek and find Thy counsel to direct and sup- 
port us in all our ways. If crosses befall us 
by the way, oh ! sanctify the daily cross which 
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Thou hast appointed unto all to carry. Offences, 
Lord, will arise — our offences against Thee as 
well as the offences of others against ourselves, 
but grant that the remembrance of our own 
unnumbered sins in Thy sight may produce 
in us a humble and forgiving spirit towards 
those who may slight or injure us. Alas! 
Father, how jealously do we resent the sUght- 
est encroachment on our own rights, or the 
most trivial neglect in our own work ; and yet 
with what indifference do we look on, while 
the ungodly forsake Thy law, and disobey Thy 
commandments. Oh ! make us Thy children, 
not only in name, but in heart and in feeling 
also. Give us a holy dread, not only of doing 
aught ourselves, but of suffering aught in 
others, far more of enjoining aught on others, 
that may evidence contempt or disregard of 
Thy holy law. Give us that spirit which is 
jealous for Thee as well as for ourselves ; yea, 
Father, that we place not our poor and paltry 
distinctions, and the duties we claim from 
others, above that honour which belongeth 
unto Thee. Oh ! that with Thy prophet of 
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old we too may be very jealous for thee, Lord 
God of Hosts. And while we are thus pray- 
ing for Thy guidance and Thy spirit during 
the day, may we not forget to bless and thank 
Thee for the mercies Thou hast vouchsafed 
during the past night. Oh ! that our love 
and thanksgivings, like Thy mercies, may 
know no pause. Thou art never wearied in 
doing us good. Oh ! may we never weary in 
giving Thee praise. Accept, gracious Lord, 
this our humble tribute of prayer and praise 
for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Our Father ;' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord^^ Sfc. 
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It is a blessed privilege, which Thou, Lord, 
from day to day, bestowest upon us, that we 
may come with holy boldness to Thy throne 
of grace, and find access even to thine inmost 
heart, through that new and Uving way which 
Thou hast consecrated in the blood of Jesus. 
We are indeed sinners; but Thou invitest 
sinners to come unto Thee, and assurest us 
that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. 
We have rebelled against Thee and done evil 
in Thy sight continually, yet even to such 
Thou sendest messages of pardon and peace. 
Thyself entreating us, " Be ye reconciled unto 
Me." We are unclean, and into heaven 
nothing unclean can enter ; but Thou hast still 
an especial promise to meet even this our need. 



THURSDAY NIGHT. 97 

even in the prayer Thou providest : " Create 
in me a dean heart, and renew a right spirit 
within me/' Every day Thy voice of love is 
sounding in our ears; every morning and 
every night Thou gatherest us together to hear 
Thy blessed word of promise. We go forth 
in the morning to the duties and toils of the 
day, not knowing what may befall us, but, ere 
we go, Thou, Lord, permittest us to ask Thy 
Messing and Thy care over us in all our ways ; 
and now that we are again assembled. Thou 
still vouchsafest the same privilege of prayer, 
ere we lie down, to rest. Oh, gracious Father ! 
grant that we may ever Uve up to these holy 
privileges, and that we may shew forth our 
thankfulness not with our Ups alone, but in 
our hearts, and in our Uves. While we are 
now professing to be communing with Thee 
and dwelling on heavenly things, oh! suffer 
not our affections to be tarrying on earth, or 
our thoughts lingering on and turning back to 
the occupations and engagements of the day ; 
or if. Lord, the events of the day will recur, 
oh ! let our memories dwell only on its sins 

H 
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. to bewail them, and its mercies to acknowledge 
them. Every day, Lord, has abundance of 
each to record ; and this day we have to mourn 
before Thee for its offences, and to confess 
that Thou hast not dealt with us after our sins, 
not rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
Yes, gracious Father, after all the great things 
Thou hast done for us, amid the mercies of 
every day, the protection that guards and the 
love that shields, the bounty which provides, 
yea, and even the chastisement which corrects, 
we are ever going astray — turning aside to 
the right hand and to the left, and forgetting 
Thee, the Author of all, even in the very bless- 
ings Thou sendest. Be merciftd to us sinners ! 
Oh ! be merciful to us, and while Thou for- 
givest, dehver us, we pray Thee, from this 
besetting sin of our hearts, of forgetting Thee, 
the Creator, in the enjoyment of the creature 
Thou givest. And now. Lord, ere we sepa- 
rate, hear our mutual prayers in behalf of the 
vmous member, of L hou«iold, that « 
may be all safe under thy protection : let no 
enemy have advantage over us, nor the son of 
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wickedness approach to hurt us. And if Thou 
vouchsafest to us the Hght of another day, 
oh ! that it may be a day of blessing — a day 
of health to our bodies — a day of grace to 
our souls, through Jesus Christ, and for His 
Name's sake ! 

" Our Father^' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord'^ 8fc, 
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Again, gracious Lord, we kneel before Thee 
to give Thee thanks for the protection that 
hath guarded us through the night, and the 
love that hath restored us to one another this 
morning. We are indeed the preserved of 
Thy power from day to day, and yet. Lord, 
as we arise from the slumber of our beds with 
every energy restored and every sense renewed, 
we would pour forth more heartfelt praise for 
the mercy that has been so recently over us. 
The day and the night are both alike to Thee. 
Thy care over us never pauses ; we acknow- 
ledge it in the night season, and we find it, 
as we equally need it, in the day time also. 
This day, gracious and loving Father, leave 
us not to ourselves — suflfer us not to go forth 
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to the toils and conflicts, the snares and perils, 
the trials and temptations, that our worldly 
engagements may produce, without first be- 
seeching Thy grace to restrain. Thy grace to 
uphold, and Thy grace to comfort. As our 
wants are renewed day by day, so may our 
prayers also daily go up before Thee. Yea, 
Lord, every hour is an hour of urgency, and 
every step a step of danger, unless Thoti 
art with us, and Thy spirit guide u6. The 
strength Thou vouchsafedst to us yesterday was 
needed and spent in yesterday's requirements, 
and we now. Lord, come again empty as here- 
tofore, needing our vessels to be replenished for 
to-day's wants &om the same unfailing soured. 
There were enemies in our path yesterday, 
seeking to discomfort and cast us down, and 
Thou, Lord, out of weakness didst ordain 
strength for us : it was Thine arm that brought 
salvation unto us, and Thy righteousness it 
sustained us. Yet, Lord; these enemies are 
in our path again to-day, and we have again 
to beseech Thee that Thou wouldest make us 
valiant in fight against them, that we may be 



102 , SECOND WEEK. 

delivered out of their hands. We look axound 
us at our fellow-travellers, and we see, alas ! 
many faUing both on our right hand and on 
our left, many led captive, many drawn aside 
and enticed of their own lusts, and many 
too carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines: and what are we, and who hath 
made us to difPerP Oh! righteous Father! 
there is no difference-we have all sinned and 
come short of Thy glory — ^we too feel within 
ourselves that when we would do good, evil 
is present with us — ^we find, alasl another 
law in our members warring against the law 
of our mind, and bringing us also into con- 
tinual captivity to the law of sin. Many a 
time. Father, our hands are hanging down, 
and our knees are feeble ; we are sore let and 
hindered in running the race that is set before 
tis> and we feel as wearied and spent in the 
battle, no longer able to resist our adversary 
or to go onwards in our course. Oh ! deliver 
us from the body of this death ! This day, 
gracious Lord, send us help and strength, 
according to the need of this day — strength 
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for labour, and strength for the battle — 
strength for the young, and strength for the 
aged — ^yea. Lord, strength for all in every 
time of need. And not only to those under 
this roof; but, Lord, in Thy comprehensive 
love look to the homes of those we love else- 
where, our relations and friends, that they 
too may be shielded in every danger, and 
supported in every trial. 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake. 

" Our Father^ 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord^' 8fc, 
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Almighty God! Father of all mercies! we 
acknowledge with all thankfulness — oh ! that 
it may be of heart as well as life! — ^the 
abundant mercies Thy love hath poured upon 
us this day. We met before Thee this morn- 
ing to ask for Thy protection in danger, and 
Thine aid in trial : and we are now met this 
night to avouch that Thou art a God that 
both heareth and answereth prayer. In our 
time of need we remembered Thee : oh ! let 
us not forget Thee in Thy time of mercy, 
but may our praises go up before Thee from 
the overflowings and gushings forth of thank- 
ful hearts. Thy promise. Lord, encouraged 
us to prayer, oh! that Thy loving-kindness 
may now draw forth the praise ! The earth 
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is full of Thy goodness ; but oh ! how full a 
measure does even one household receive from 
the ever-flowing fountain of Thy love ! It is 
Thy bounty which hath spread our table — 
Thy hand which hath been lifted up in what- 
soever of blessing and whatsoever of trial hath 
befallen us i and it is Thy care which hath 
once more re-assembled us beneath the roof 
that shelters us. It is Thou that hast planted^ 
oh! that we may bring forth fruit to Thy 
glory ! Suffer not the enemy to come while 
we sleep, and sow tares amid Thy precious 
seed. Whatever of careless and of thoughtless 
walk Thou hast seen in us this day — ^what- 
ever of unguarded, or idle, or unkind words 
has fallen from any of our lips — whatever of 
sinful and unholy thought has stained and 
defiled our hearts — O Lord forgive — ^blot out 
the record of sin which this day has to re- 
gister against us. Alas ! Father, how prone 
are we to defile ourselves in the miry ways 
and places of ungodliness; but it is Thou 
only that can cleanse us. Blessed, then, for 
ever be Thy name that hath provided for us a 
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never-failing fountain for sin and for un- 
cleanness: oh! that we may wash in that 
and be clean ! And whUe we are thus asking 
mercy for ourselves at Thy hands, and be- 
seeching Thee to forgive us our trespasses 
against Thee, let not unkindness or bitterness, 
far less enmity and hatred, remain in any 
of our hearts towards a fellow-being ; if any 
have wronged us, oh! Lord forgive them, 
and if we have wronged any, forgive us, that 
we may be the children of our Father in 
heaven. 

Watch over us, we beseech Thee, . this 
night — as Thou hast warded off the arrow 
by day, so keep from us every terror by 
night, and the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness. 

To Thy care, gracious Father, do we now 
commit ourselves, our Uttle ones, and all that 
belong to us, in the full assurance of Thine 
own precious promise that Thou carest for 
us: and oh! grant that we may each, in 
the soUtude of our own chambers, commune 
with Thee and our own hearts, that we may 
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lie down with the answer of a good conscience 
towards Thee and towards all men^ for Jesus 
Christ's sake. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 
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Lord ! what is man that Thou art mindful 
of him, and the Son of man that Thou visitest 
him in mercy ! what are we, the members of 
this household, but sinful dust and ashes! 
and yet Thou hast been mindful of us, and 
hast visited us, and watched over us in the 
night season; and Thou again ministerest 
unto us this morning out of Thine abundant 
love, wherewith Thou hast loved us in Christ 

• 

Jesus, Oh ! that we may see and feel, and 
ever acknowledge, that the least as well as the 
greatest of Thy mercies is alike unmerited : 
that for no deserving of our own. but of Thy 
free love alone in Jesus hast Thou visited us. 
We were dead in trespasses and sins, yet hath 
Thy grace quickened us, we had all gone astray 
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yet hath Thy love followed and brought us 
back ! How hast Thou borne with our daily 
sins and provocations against Thee, the seventy 
times seven offences which every day and 
every week testify againgt us, and yet. Lord, 
Thou stiU permittest Thine erring, disobedient, 
gainsaying chUdren to come as often before 
Thee, and say, " Father ! I have sinned against 
Heaven, and before Thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called Thy child:" and Thou 
hast had compassion on us, and forgiven us 
aU our sin. Give us grace ever to remember 
in deepest self-abasement the low estate from 
which Thou hast raised us, that what we are, 
and what we have is not the fruit of our 
merit, but of Thy mercy. As we have then 
received so much of goodness at Thine hands, 
give us thankful and obedient hearts, that we 
may not only speak good of Thy Name, but 
that our desires be ever unto Thee. Mould 
our hearts and wills unto that conformity to 
Thine, that in every dispensation, and under 
every trial we " may lie passive in Thy hands, 
and know no will but Thine." 
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Thou hast safely brought us to the begin- 
ning of this day — ^the last of another week — 
the last of another portion of that appointed 
time which Thou hast given us to work out 
our salvation. We know not what a day may 
bring forth, — we know not. Lord, the week 
nor the day in which Thou mayest say to each 
or any of us, " Set thine house in order, for 
Thou shalt die and not live." The last day 
and the last week will ere long come to us all. 
We have all of us an appointed work to do for 
Thee, and the night cometh when no work 
can be done. Oh give us grace so to live 
every day, as if it were to be our last on earth. 
Grant especially. Lord, that the duties of this 
day may be so arranged both in our personal 
and domestic occupations, that no individual 
among us may be hindered or debarred from 
Thy Sabbath privileges to-morrow. Give us 
grace to look forward to these returning op- 
portunities of closer communion with Thee 
with earnest longings and desires, as children 
absent from their home, and parted for a 
season from those they love ; so, Lord, may 
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the desires of our hearts be drawn forth in 
earnest affections towards Thee by the inspira- 
tion of Thine own Holy Spirit. May the one 
day in Thy courts, O Lord, be dearer to us 
than the other six spent in worldly pleasure 
or in earthly gain. 

These petitions we offer up at Thy throne 
of grace for ourselves, our children, our friends, 
and relatives, and the servants of our house- 
hold, yea. Lord, for all whom we desire to 
bear upon our hearts before Thee, beseeching 
Thee to hear us for the sake of Him, who ever 
liveth to make intercession for us, even Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

'' Our Father^ ^c, 

" The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 
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Oh! Lord our God! our times are in Thy 
hand: days and weeks pass on with unin- 
terrupted course, and every moment that 
wings its flight is a step onwards to eternity. 
The moment encreases to the hour, and the 
hour to the day, and the day to the week, 
and we are now once more met before Thee 
at the close of another week to acknowledge 
Thy mercies, and our own unnumbered short- 
comings and misdoings which have alike 
marked its passage. From the first day 
to this its close, yea. Lord, from our very 
infancy to the present hour, through all our 
varying years, Thy goodness and love have 
known no pause: and yet, gracious Father, 
it is no past love wherewith Thou hast loved 
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US: Thou still lovest, Thou still carest for 
us ; yea, Lord, with an everlasting love hast 
Thou loved us. And as Thou hast been kind 
to us through the day and the week now 
nearly closing, so we look up, as loving chil- 
dren in their Father's face, in full assurance 
that Thou lovest unto the end. Lead us then 
at this moment to examine and ask our own 
hearts how we have loved Thee, and what 
returns we have made to Thee for all the great 
tilings thou hast done for us. Thou, Lord, 
hast planted, and Thou comest again this 
night to seek fruit : oh ! say not of any here, 
of any among ourselves, that Thou findest 
none. Continue, Lord, to guard and pro- 
tect, to nourish and to water the trees of 
Thine own planting, that they may be trees 
of righteousness, rooted in Christ. Make 
each one here before Thee a fruit-bearer in 
Thy vineyard— the youngest bringing their 
sheaves with them, and those of advanced 
years bringing forth more fruit even in their 
old age. And for this end, Lord, bless every 
means of grace Thou hast vouchsafed, and 

I 
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still continuest unto us ; bless the social and 
the private prayer, the reading and the hear* 
ing Thy Word, the secret meditation and 
communion with Thee, as well as holy and 
edifying intercourse one with another. Bless 
too those precious ordinances and privileges 
which Sabbath-days bring round, that they 
may be indeed seasons of refreshing grace 
and nourishment to our souls; and when 
to-morrow dawns, if Thou, Lord, permittest 
us to see it, may we arise and go forth 
with our feet shod with the preparation of 
the Gospel of peace, to seek and to find 
Thee in Thine own sanctuary, the habitation 
of Thy house, and the place where Thine 
honour dwelleth. 

May Thy covenant blessing rest this night 
upon all under this roof, especially the young 
ones of this family, that they may be children 
of Thine, early trained, early taught, early 
led to know and love Thee. Bless, too, those 
who in their earthly service administer to our 
wants, and make them servants of Thine in 
all fidelity and singleness of heart ; yea, bless 
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all Thy people evennore out of Thy fidness, 
O Christ, for Thy work's sake, O blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" Tke grace of our Lord,' 8fc. 



i2 



THIRD WEEK. 



'flhlmttr 3ffinnirag. 



Oh ! gracious and loving Lord ! who in the 
beginning didst appoint and set apart a Sab- 
bath for man, and who, even in the time of 
man's innocency, didst add to the happiness 
of Paradise by the blessedness of Sabbath- 
days, we thank Thee, we bless Thee, for 
that mercy which, amid the ruins of the fall, 
didst still retain the privileges and solace of 
that holy day for Thy poor guilty creatures. 
We would acknowledge Thy goodness, in 
that Thou hast preserved and continued to us 
these days of holy rest and communion with 
Thee. Righteous wouldest Thou have been, 
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Lord, if in the day Thou saidst " In the 
sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread/' 
Thou hadst said also, " Seven days shalt Thou 
labour/' But in the midst of judgment 
Thou didst remember mercy ; even in the day 
of Thy wrath Thy repentings were kindled 
within Thee, and Thou didst not execute the 
fierceness of Thine anger, for Thou art God 
and not man: and Thou still permittest 
labour to cease, and the wearied and the 
worn to rest — the feeble knees to be strength- 
ened, and the drooping hands to be lifted up 
in prayer, or smiting upon our bosom. Yes, 
Lord, not for rest only, not to recruit the 
wearied frame alone, but for higher and holier 
purposes of love hast Thou ordained Sabbath- 
days, that, quitting our own sin-stained homes, 
we may enter into Thy tabernacles, oh ! Lord 
of Hosts. Yet, Father, let not that reproach 
attach to us with which Thou didst reproach 
Thy people in times of old — that the ass 
knew its owner, and the ox its master's crib, 
yet Thy people, even Israel, did not consider ; 
yea. Lord, the sparrow hath found a house, 
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and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young, even Thine altars, O 
Lord of Hosts. These wait all upon Thee, 
and Thou givest them their meat in due sea- 
son — ^and yet how indifferent Thine own chil- 
dren to the abundance of provision in their 
Father's house. As Thou, Lord, vouchsafest 
unto us this day the privilege of drawing nigh 
unto Thee in public worship in the congrega- 
tion, oh! prepare our hearts by previous 
meditation and prayer for the holy duty ; let 
us not carry with us the worldly thoughts, or 
absorbing cares, far less the idle conversation 
and the vain amusements of life, to the very 
precincts of Thy house, lest peradventure they 
enter with us and turn our sacrifice of prayer 
and praise into sin and folly. Feed us this 
day, we beseech Thee, with food convenient 
for us, even spiritual food for our souls' good. 
Give grace to Thy ministering servants here 
and elsewhere, that they may speak a word in 
season to every worshipper, giving to all and 
each their appropriate portion^ and may Thy 
Holy Spirit take of the things of Jesus, and 
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shew them unto us. Let not the impression 
of Thy truths delivered unto us be, as the 
track upon the sand, effaced by the returning 
tide, but give us grace to evidence in the holy 
tendency of oiir walk and conversation during 
the remainder of the day that we have been 
with Jesus, and been taught by His Spirit. 
Send Thy blessing, Lord, not only on all Sab- 
bath congregations but oil Sabbath schools 
also^ that good and precious seed may alike be 
sown in both, and be watered with Thy hea- 
venly dews to bring forth fruit to the glory of 
Thy Name. Bless especially the young ones 
tinder our own roof, that they too, in this the 
morning of their days, may set out on their 
heavenward way, and with Thy Psalmist of old 
declare, "O God, Thou art my God, early 
will I seek Thee." And now. Lord, whatso- 
ever we have asked agreeably to Thy word 
and will concerning us, grant, we beseech 
Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Ou/t Father^ 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord^^ 8fc. 



'akWjr Mi% 



Spieit of God ! comforter of the people of 
Jesus, speak peace to our souls this evening, 
by taking of the things of Jesus and shewing 
them unto us. We have heard of Him this 
day by the hearing of the ear. He has been 
preached unto us by Thy minister, and we 
have been privileged to offer up our prayers 
and supplications at the throne of grace in 
His name, and through His mediation. Yet, 
Lord, suffer not all this to pass away as the 
early dew or the morning cloud : let us not 
grieve Thee by our carelessness or indifference 
to holy things, but seal us Thine to the day 
of redemption, having this precious seal that 
Thou, Lord, knoweth them that are Thine. 
Yet, gracious Father, even while we plead 
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Thine own promises, and in Thine own words, 
we are bowed down with a sense of our own 
deep guiltiness in Thy sight ; we have need to 

m 

cast ourselves in the lowest dust before Thee, 
and to confess that we have sinned in Thy 
sight. It was. Lord, our confession this 
morning and this afternoon in^ Thine own 
house, that we were miserable* sinners and 
offenders ; but oh how little did we lay this 
solemn confession to heart at the time, and 
how little have we demeaned ourselves since 
as becometh such. Oh ! that we may be both 
instant in prayer and constant in prayer for 
Thy redeeming mercy, that Sabbath-days may 
no longer write bitter things against us. Blot 
out, we beseech Thee, the transgressions which 
have marked this one — ^the careless and the 
wandering heart, the listless and indifferent 
spirit, and the heedless admission of worldly 
thoughts and vain and trifling imaginations. 
O our God, we indeed feel this and every 
day that, unless Thou keep the heart, our 
watchfulness is but vain ; unless Thou guard 
the avenues, and drive away the enemy, he 
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will too surely find an entrance through some 
unheeded opening. Tiny as the seed may 
have been in its first committal to the ground^ 
smallest of all seeds in our wayward hearts^ 
yet, blessed Saviour, watch over it, even 
while, yea. Lord, because we slumber, cherish 
it as the work of Thine own hand, the seed 
of Thine own sowing, that it may bring forth 
fruit of holy and consistent walking, and every 
Christian grace during the coming week. 

It is not. Lord, from this roof, nor our 
lips alone that prayer and praise have this day 
gone up before Thee : unnumbered voices and 
unnumbered hearts, unnumbered save by 
Thee, have poured out their wants and their 
thanksgivings in Thine ear. The near, and 
the far oflF — ^the minister in our own parish 
and the distant missionary in heathen clime, 
and worshippers here and in every land, even 
unto the ends of the earth, have drawn nigh 
unto Thee, and alike blessed Thee for the 
Sabbath Thou hast given all. In Thy all- 
comprehensive love, oh Lord, accept in every 
nation them that fear Thee and work righte* 
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ousness ; hasten we pray Thee that coming 
day, in which it shall be said, " The king- 
doms of the world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and His Christ, that Thou mayest 
reign for ever and ever." Look, we beseech 
Thee, upon this family in love to night ; bless 
especially the children of this household, that 
they may early love Thy Sabbaths, and Sab- 
bath ordinances, not finding their own plea- 
sure save in the way of Thy commandments : 
yea. Lord, let Thy blessing spread, like Thy 
priestly oil, to every member beneath this 
roof ; the guest that tarrieth but a night as 
well as them that sojourn among us, that we 
may all be members of Thy redeemed family 
in and through Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father'' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lordl' 8fc. 



Muhv^ 3^nniitig. 



Oh Thou that hearest prayer ! unto Thee do 
we again come this morning, to plead Thine 
own promise, that Thou wilt regard and not 
despise the prayer of the destitute. Out- 
wardly, Lord, we may appear to ourselves and 
others to be encreased in goods, and to have 
need of nothing, but oh, our Father, Thou 
knowest it is not so, and that in ourselves and 
from ourselves we are still poor, and blind, 
and naked, and miserable ; and whatsoever 
difference Thou assignest in earthly things, in 
spiritual poverty, we are aU alike, having no- 
thing and needing all things. It is Thou, 
Lord, that suppliest all — as we are daily fed 
and clothed by Thy bounty, so is it out of 
Thy fulness Thou suppliest our soul's need : 
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as Thou openest Thine hand and fillest all 
things living with plenteousness, so Thou 
openest Thine heart, and satisfiest the longing 
soul and fillest the hungry soul with good- 
ness. As Thine ear then is ever open to our 
prayers, oh let our lips be never silent ; may 
we never restrain prayer before Thee, but may 
it be continually gushing forth from the ever- 
present sense of our own needs, as well as the 
overflowing thanksgivings of a grateful heart ! 
Lord ! what are we that Thou visitest us in 
mercy every morning, and renewest unto us 
our strength day by day. It is Thou that 
hast kept the destroying angel from our door, 
and Thine arm that hath warded off the pes- 
tUence ; and we are now, through Thy loving 
kindness, once more permitted to resume the 
duties and engagements of another day and 
another week. Oh ! our God ! days and 
weeks will soon close, and our years come to 
an end ! Give us grace so to walk through 
this world, as pilgrims and travellers seeking 
a better country, and hastening onwards to a 
holier rest. Suffer not our affections to be 
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settled down on the lees and vanities of the 
world, or even on its innocent enjoyments 
and its purest pleasures ; but in the midst of 
all may we hear Thy voice of love calling to 
us and reminding us that this is not our rest. 
Grant, Lord, unto all now before Thee, espe- 
cially the young ones of the family, that they 
may be sincere and earnest in dedicating 
themselves, their souls, and bodies, their best 
energies and their first love to Thee, that in 
this their season of youth, they may give up 
their hearts to Thy service, who didst so love 
them, that Thou, Father, gavest of Thy best 
and Thy dearest, even Thine own beloved 
Son, to redeem them from all iniquity, and to 
purify them unto ThyseK for Thy peculiar 
people. And when. Lord, in Thine own 
time, be it early, or be it late. Thou callest us 
hence, may we be found ready, ready to re* 
sign all that Thou gavest here, for that inherit- 
ance which Thou hast laid up in store for all 
that love and wait for Thee. Bless us this 
day in our callings and pursuits — bless us in 
our persons and families, those that are near 
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and dear to each one among us, that they too 
may all be blessed of Thee, Oh! let us never 
forget that Thou, Lord, hast commanded and 
privileged us to pray for one another, and 
assured us that the fervent prayer even of the 
humblest of Thy people availeth much before 
Thee; may it be so this day for those we love, 
and those who love us, for Jesus Christ's sake ! 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc. 



JGnntoq iKigtrt. 



Oh Thou who hast now drawn the darkness 
of night around us, leading all things living 
to lie down and take their rest, we thank 
Thee, Father, for that provision of rest which 
Thou suppliest to our weariness and need. 
Thou hast given strength for the day, and 
now givest quiet for the night. Oh Lord! 
how manifold are Thy mercies! in wisdom 
hast Thou appointed all ! As Thou* gatheredst 
us together this morning to bless Thy Name 
for the mercies of the past night, so Thou 
permittest us again to meet to beseech Thee 
for the mercies of the coming one. We are 
indeed alike dependent on Thee by day and 
by night. Yet, Lord, in the hours of dark- 
ness, in the time of sleep, we are altogether 
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hdpleas, unless Thy prpvideoioa watch over us. 
Sbvb us;; we beseech Thte, irom thepestilenccr 
thob Wfllketh in darkness, from ike enemy thali 
mi^jenter in, and from the fire that may icQUi 
some aidd destroy. Send Thy holy angels to 
encamp around our dwelUng, that ho spiritual 
foe may' find admission or tome nigh to hurt 
us. Sanctify every thought, purify every feel- 
ing, elevate every hope, that as we He down 
on. our beds of earthly rest, we may be re^ 
minded of that last . sleep of death and 
dumba^ of tie /grave, which awaits us all^ 
It niay be, Lord, Thy cdl may be heard at 
nudnight — ^if so, may we be found iieady^ 
evea though sleeping ; may we go to our vest 
with our lamps burning, with holy love in our 
hearts,, that whether Uving or dying we may 
be 'Pdne, aad that praise and thanksgiving 
Hiay still be the i)utpouring of our souls^ 
whether it be, through Thy mercy, amid th^ 
loved ones of our home on earth ; or, through 
Thy gr^use^ in the company add . assembly of 
Uiy redeemed ones in heaven. 
Bong ^every one of us, gracious Lord, into 

K 
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such a blessed and holy frame of mind, 'that 
whether to-morrow, at Thy bidding, sends 113 
fcnrth to the duties and occupations of a new 
day ; or it be Thy will that sickness overtake 
and detain us, or even death arrest xis, we 
may aUke have grace in each and every dis-» 
pensation, to say " Thy will be done." Thou, 
Father, hast assigned to us a work on earth 
to do, but the day's labour is closed with the 
day ; we have goEe forth to our appointed 
work till the evening, and daily toil has for 
the day ceased. It may be. Lord, that we 
have been negligent and careless and indif- 
ferent even in the work of our earthly calling, 
but oh ! let us not be found idle in that great 
work of our salvation: and grant that when 
the day of Ufe closes, and that night cometh 
in which no work may be done, we may re- 
ceive Thine own gracious testimony of ap- 
proval to our faithfulness and dihgence in Thy 
work* 

And now, Lord, we commend every mem- 
ber of this household into Thy gracious keep- 
ing and protection this night, with all that are 
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near and dear to us : watch over their habita- 
tions, as well as ours, that when we awake in 
the morning with restored frames and renewed 
hearts, our prayer may again be unto Thee in 
an acceptable time, and in the multitude of 
Thy mercy. Thou mayest hear us for Jesus 
Christ's sake. 

" Our Father,'' Sfc, 

" The grace of our Lord'' Sfc. 



k2 



testoij JBarmttg. 



We do not presume, merciful Lord, to 
come into Thy presence this morning trusting 
in any righteousness of our own, but in Thy 
manifold and great mercies manifested unto 
us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Oh suffer not 
any one of us to come with careless or irre- 
verent step, heedless of Thy presence or un- 
mindful of Thine eye that seeth all. As when 
Thou didst admit Thy servant Moses to com- 
munion with Thee, Thou badest him to re- 
member that it was holy ground on which he 
was treading as he drew nigh to Thee, so, 
Lord, give each one here grace to remember 
that hoUness becometh Thine house for ever, 
and that the spirits around Thy throne in 
heaven proclaim Thee Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
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6dd Almighty. Perfect holiness in our ^hearts 
wsi beeeech Thee, that we may be a fitted'udd 
irti^arbd people for Thy presence in time diid 
kii eternity. Alta ! Lord, how much of earth's 
Iteins will cling to iU oiir doings, how mudi 
tf the world's dioss will mingle evien with our 
purest ; and we are in this world frOm morning 
intil night : we are now going forth to. the 
Wioiu.duties.and engagements of our respec* 
iiv6 'dtatiobs, md unless Thine hand uphold* 
imd Thy Spirit guide, and Tly grace defend, 
w^ tihaU, fall into sin. or run into danger. Give 
us, we beseech Thee, a watchful as well as a 
praying 'heart, that we mny^feverlbe looking up 
to Thee for guidance as Well as hdlp, ^ and 
whatsoever Thy wilj concerning us may be as 
1^ things temporal, be ,it scanty or be it much 
— polar, out upon us abundantly the spirit of 
grace, and of Thy fear, that we may walk 
before Thee this day in all wisdom and meek- 
ness towards them that are without, and in all 
singleness of heart before Thee our God. 
Keep alive in our hearts, in our daily inter- 
eourse with the world, that remembrance of 
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the solemn account we shall have to give foi^ 
all the words and actions^ and even thoughts 
and intents of our hearts this day^ and, if it 
be possible, as much as in us lies, grant to us 
to live peaceably with all. May a spirit of 
love and union and good-will dwell among the 
members of this household ; that no envy, no' 
jealousy one of another excite unkindly or 

first and foremost endeavour be to please Thee 
in all things, and to do our duty in whatsoever 
station of life Thou hast thought fit to place 
us. 

And now. Lord, we would especially com- 
mend to Thy fatherly keeping this day, the 
members of this household. It is in submis- 
sion to Thy will we say, keep fi'om us sorrow, 
keep firom us sickness, if it seem good to Thee 
— ^not our will — ^but Thine in this matter; 
but, oh our God, it is with no bated cry we 
pray Thee in Jesus' name, keep us from sin. 
Hold Thou up our steps this day that, we £EdI 
into no sin, and bring no sorrow and shame 
beneath our roof. Look lovingly, oh our 
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Father, on the young ones of this family, the 
tender shoots of Thy vineyard ; that no bKght 
may rest on them, but that they may grow up 
into trees of righteousness, the planting of 
Thine own hand, and bring forth fruit unto 
Thy glory, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 



teatat} j^igtrt. 



Father of all mercies, and Fountain of every 
blessing! We are here once more acknow- 
ledging Thy preserving and upholding good- 
ness. We have each of us, Lord, our own 
tale of mercy to record ; how Thou hast led 
us, and fed us, and clothed us, and brought 
us in safety to the close of another day; 
and while sickness and disease have wasted 
others, it has not been permitted to come 
nigh our dwelling. We are still the preserved 
of Thy goodness, and the nourished by Thy 
bounty : day by-day hast Thou given us daily 
bread, and day by day hast Thou upheld us 
in all our ways. Thou hast prepared our 
table before us, and our cup runneth over : — 
surely. Lord, our praise must be continually of 



TTOUSDAT NIGHT, 187 

Xhbe; our song and tm {kanksgiving mlist 
talfe UiQ words of him of 014 ^u^d say^ *' Me»gr 
^nl truth Ihave followed ts all the days of cm 
hS^** And, bh gracious Father, how sweet 
to think that these mercies are in ans^^ to 
prayeri^to t)tir prayer-r-but still more blessed 
tti kAcnr that they are also the gifts of Thy 
fovenant lovd in Cl^^t Jestis, the fulfilment 
If His own precious promise, that all things 
peedfidforusinthehSise of our pilgrima© 
ifaall be added ' u^td those that seek first Thy 
longdcon bfad Tbjr righteousness* 
' Butt what hiivie we rendered Vtiito Thee, th6 
Gireir of a&.good^ for all the great things 
Thou hist do;iie &i usl Ok\ tet us thii 
night enter into serious, and solemn, and close 
examination o! our own hearts 1 Give us the 
mieningKght of Thy holy word, that it may 
be as a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto 
our path, while we search out our ways, and 
see wherein we have offended Thee this day. 
And, Lord, in our more secret communings and 
meditations in our own chambers, and there 
oastiBg up tbe day*, record, give us grace to 
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detect and trace the cause of all our wander- 
ings from Thee, and our transgressions of Thy 
wiU in thought, word, and deed, and the many 
openings which temptation hath found in our 
hearts, to that unguarded, unwatchfal, and 
imprayerM spirit in which we have too con- 
tinually gone forth amid the snares and pit* 
falls of the world, and forgetfulness of Thee 
amid the huny of business and the pursuit of 
gain. Lord, write on all our hearts, indeUbly^ 
Thine own solemn question, '' What shall it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul ?" that we may sit loosely to the 
things of this world, and count all things but 
loss 80 that we may win Christ, and be found 
of Him in that day. 

Give us. Lord, this night, before we close 
our eyes in sleep, to put our lamps in order, 
to prepare and trim, and put oil into them, 
that we may be ready to go forth to meet 
Thee even if Thou comest at midnight : and 
that whensoever Thy call soundeth in our ears, 
we may instantly arise without dismay, and 
go in with Thee, and dwell for evermore* 
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And now, Lord, into Thy hands we commend 
ourselves this night : be Thou unto us as bars 
and bolts to keep off every enemy — give unto 
Thy beloved sleep — ^watch over every bed, the 
cradle of the child, and the chamber of the 
servant : take us under the covering of Thy 
™gs. let Thy loring-kfadBes, preserve Z 
for Jesus Christ's sake. 

" Our Father" ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord^^ 8fc. 



^tteteq Jfinrmng* 



Almighty God! unto whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, we now kneel before 
Thee in much self-abasement at what Thou 
readest in every heart, even of Thine own 
children. We have need to lie low in the dust 
before Thee, and to confess that we are utterly 
unclean. Who oi us, Lord, can say, " I have 
made my heart clean, I am pure from' my 
sin ?" and yet it is Thine own word that saith 
of the pure in heart, that they only shall see 
Thee. Oh 1 then create in us a clean heart, 
O God, renew a right spirit within us. . Give 
unto us not only the clean hands, but the 
pure heart, that while no outward stain or 
defilement appear to the eyes of man. Thou, 
Lord, also who triest the reins and the heart. 
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and artpf purer eyes than to behcdd evil> inay 
find tio iniqtdty in us. Wash us and msAni 
Off dtean in that fotrntain^ which Thou hast 
opmed for sin and for nncleanness, even^ the 
blood of Jesns, which cleanseth from all sin; 
GriPit to us grace and heavenly wisdom so t6 
walk in the midst of this polluted and pollut- 
ing world that we may be preserved from 
every stain. Yea, Lord, and that those among 
whom w^ walk, may take notice that we too 
have been with Jesus, and have been taught 
of Him, and influenced by His spirit, that 
our light nAy s6 shine before men, that they 
may glorify Hhee in us! Spirit of God! cause 
us to remember that this is to be our work to- 
diy, and to-morrow, and every day — ^in all we 
do—r-in public or in private,-^when the eye of 
man seeth, and when no eye but Thine be*^ 
holdeth — ^in the engagements, and the trials, 
and the snaii^s of business, and in the un- 
gtuprdbd hours ^of pleasure and amusement — 
to 4b iU to the glory of God,^ — and that no 
inodn^urtenby; no careless, or unseemly walk of 
may mum a weaker brother or sister to 
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ofiend, or give occasion to any to speak re- 
proachfully of Thy Name. We are called by 
Thy Name — ^Thou art our Father — give us not 
only to depart from all iniquity, but as chil- 
dfen of the light to walk in righteousness and 
true holiness before Thee this and every day. 

We bless Thee, we thank Thee, Father, for 
the mercy that hath been about our path and 
about our bed during the past night ; for the 
rest Thou hast given us and the protection 
that hath guarded us. We thank Thee also 
for the renewed mercies of this morning, for 
the health Thou restorest, the reason Thou 
sparest, the home Thou providest, and the 
many mercies Thou scatterest along our path. 
It is of Thy mercy that we aeain meet as a 
fanul,..tJo«rinm>gw,lip,«>d.oh 
gracious Father, grant that this especial token 
of Thy loving-kmdness may indeed be sane 
tified to every soul here, not only in our walk 
before Thee this day, but in prizing this pre- 
cious privilege, which Thou vouchsafest, of 
a family and domestic altar in our house, that 
each in their respective turns when Thou 
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settest them in families and placest them at 
the head of a Christian household, may re- 
member their own earlier privUeges, and have 
grace of Thee to say, and strength from Thee 
to keep that holy decision of Thy servant of 
old, " As for me and. my house we will serve 
the Lord." And now. Lord, bless we beseech 
Thee, with the blessings of Thy covenant love 
all under this roof: those who bear rule as 
knowing that they have a Master in heaven 
with whom is no respect of persons, the young 
ones of this household that they may acknow- 
ledge Thee in all their ways, and Thou mayest 
direct aU their paths, and the servants of this 
fiEunily that they may ever remember their high 
calling as servants of the Lord Christ. 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. 

" Our Fatherr ^c. 

** I7ie grace of our Lordy' ^c. 



^ttestaq jgiglit. 



Gob o£ all lovel with whom ia no chaDg^ablje^ 
nesB, neither shadow of. tunung, who 'art: the 
same to-day as Thou wert yesterday ; aad as 
Thou hast been through ages past, so wilt 
Thou be for ever ; we once more meet together 
to pour forth our evening praise and thanks^ 
giving for the renewed mercies «of this day. 
Yea^ Lord, we have heard with our ears/and 
our fathers have told us how Theu wert 
gracious unto them in their time of need, how 
Thou suppUedst their every want, and uphdd 
them all the days of their Uves. And as Hiou 
wert full of compassion and loving-kindness 
unto them, so hast Thou been to us. We have 
found Thee a present help in our time of trou- 
ble, a guide and counselor in all our ways, the 
giver of every good, and the averter of every 
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ill our iniquities have deserved. And yet, 
Lord^ the half hath not been told of all Thou 
hast done for us, and of the great love where- 
with Thou lovedst us in that Thou gavest 
Thine only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Lord! we beUeve, help Thou 
our unbelief: take away from us that evil heart 
of unbelief, which would depart from Thee, 
set at nought Thy precious Son, or do despite 
unto Thy Spirit of grace. Oh ! blessed Jesus, 
who in the days of Thy flesh didst so often 
pray for Thy disciples, and for aQ who should 
hereafter believe on Thee through their word, 
still plead for us — ^plead Thine own finished 
work, the ransom Thou hast paid, the sacri- 
fice Thou hast offered, the deliverance Thou 
hast wrought, and the victory Thou hast won. 
Look on the souls here before Thee as Thine 
own, Thine, Lord, by purchase, by redemp- 
tion, and by Thy work of saving grace wrought 
in every heart. Lord ! in our utter weakness, 
but still in boldness according to Thine own 
precious promise, we would come this night 

L 
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to Thy throne of grace, pleading with Thee, 
pleading for these, that Thou wouldest Thy- 
self also plead with Thy Father for them that 
they may be Thine, Thine in life. Thine in 
death, and Thine throughout eternity 1 Oh ! 
that as our prayer now goeth up before Thee, 
even while we are praying, send Thine own 
blessed answer of peace to each of our souls, 
that we may be ready to follow Thee whither- 
soever Thou goest even unto death. Thou 
wouldest not. Lord, that any should perish ; — 
Thou hast no pleasure in the death of a sin- 
ner—oh, that we may now hear Thy voice of 
love caUing to us that we may turn unto Thee 
and live. Give us strength and godly resolu- 
tion to cast aside the sin that so easily be- 
setteth us, and every hindrance that would 
entangle us in the race set before us. Speak, 
blessed Lord, words of power and grace this 
night to our souls, that Thy Spirit may bear 
witness with our spirits that we are Thine ; 
speak especially to the young ones of this 
household that they may early seek and early 
find the blessedness of loving Thee. Oh ! 
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that like Thy young prophet of old, they may 
now be answering in the secrecy of their own 
hearts, " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear- 
eth,'' and that having thus in the days of their 
youth chosen the good part, they may not 
depart fipom it, when they are old. 

Into Thy hands we commend ourselves 
this night — ^while we sleep, watch Thou, oh 
Thou that slumberest not. Take under Thy 
gracious protection all the absent ones that 
are dear to us, gather them under Thy wings, 
compassionate Kedeemer, and so keep us now, 
and evermore, that in the day Thou makest 
up Thy jewels, we may be counted worthy to 
be reckoned among them also through ^Ihy 
intercession and atonement, our only Saviour, 
and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

Our Father;' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord^' Sfc. 



€€ 
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CjitirHtaq Jfiarmng. 



Almighty and everlasting God ! who didst 
create man, and fashion all his frame ; and in 
whose book aU our members were written, 
even when as yet none of them were formed, 
who hast clothed us with skin and flesh, and 
hast fenced us with bones and sinews, we 
thank Thee for that protecting and upholding 
power, which hast preserved us unto this day, 
and still continueth our strength undiminished 
and our frames unimpaired. We come forth 
from our chambers in restored health and 
strength, and with renewed energy are once 
more prepared to run our daily course. It is 
of Thy goodness, and Thy gift alone that no 
accident has injured, * and no sickness wasted ; 
that the hearing ear, and the seeing eye^ and 
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the active feet are still spared unto lis : and 
that Thou contmuest unto us that inestimable 
gift of reason, and that distinguishing privilege 
of speech, whereby we can render praise and 
tlJsgiAg ,mt„ Thee. Oi g^i gn^ 
Lord, that these Thy gifts may all be conse- 
crated to Thy service, and not enlisted under 
the banner of him that is Thine enemy. Set 
a watch, O Lord, about the door of our Ups, 
that no sinful expression, no idle or unguarded 
words proceed from them— deUver us from 
vain and lying lips, let not our prayer proceed 
out of feigned Kps, but give unto us the 
spirit of prayer and supplication. Alas, alas, 
holy Pather, we have indeed cause to cry out 
before Thee, " Woe is me, for we are a people 
of unclean hps." How many have been the 
words of our mouth, unremembered and for- 
gotten by ourselves, but which have been all 
registered in Thy book against that solenm 
day, in the which Thou shalt bring every 
word and work into judgment. Oh! blot 
them out in the blood of Jesus ; let them be 
no more remembered against us, but give us 
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grace hencefortli to devote every member, yea, 
and even the best member that we have to 
Thy service and glory. Thou that formest 
the eye, shalt not Thou see? Thou that 
madest the ear, shalt not Thou hear ? Lord ! 
grant us this day so to walk with all circum- 
spection, that at its close Thou mayest not 
have to testify against any here that Thou 
hast both seen and heard that which be- 
seemeth not Thy children. Oh ! let not that 
rebuke be recorded against us, that Thou 
shouldest ask of Thy children, " If I be a 
father, where is mine honour ?" and of Thy 
servants, "If I be a master, where is my 
fear?" We are not our own — ^Thou, Lord, 
hast bought us — and oh ! at what an unspeak- 
able price ! how much, blessed Jesus, did it 
cost to redeem our souls, even Thine own 
blood — ^Thy precious blood. 

Holy Spirit ! whose temple Thy people are, 
sanctify us in body, soul, and spirit that we 
may have hoUness written on our hearts, holi- 
ness unto Thee, that we may be a peculiar 
people sanctified and set apart, and made 



THURSDAY MORNING. 151 

meet for Thy holy habitation. Root out every 
thing that doth offend — implant and nourish 
all that is holy and heavenly^ all that is true, 
and honest, and just, and pure, and lovely, 
and of good report, that when Thou comest 
and lookest for fruit. Thou mayest find it in 
every stage of firuitfdlness and growth-fruit 
in the young, fruit in the middle-aged, yea, 
and more fruit even in old age : oh that abun- 
dant fruit may be growing in all Thy church, 
especially the fruit of meekness and of a loving 
spirit, that as Thou hast loved us, so we may 
love one another with a pure heart fervently. 

And now. Lord, commending all we love, 
and all who love us to Thy guidance and pro- 
tection this day, we would close our prayer 
with that form which Thou gavest, and in the 
words Thou hast taught us to use, saying, 
Our Father'' ^c. 
The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 



tt 
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ClftirBiaq jgiglit. 



Impress, Lord, we beseech Thee, savingly 
upon all OUT hearts the wonderful and gracious 
privilege, which Thou vouchsafest unto us of 
coming continually before Thee in prayer — 
and that Thou describest Thyself as a loving 
father, yea, and far more than any earthly 
father, listening to the cries and the supplica- 
tions of Thy poor children. What, Lord, are 
we that Thou shouldest have such respect un« 
to us, or shouldest so regard us 1 Thou art 
in heaven — and around Thy throne angel and 
archangel, cherubim and seraphim adore and 
worship Thee — and may sinners' prayers find 
admission there ; shall the ciy of the poor, and 
the destitute, and the miserable enter into Thy 
ears, O Lord of Sabaoth? Yea, blessed be 
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Thy Name and Thy word, Thou hast said, 
" Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My 
Name, He will give it you. Ask and ye shall 
receive/* Having, therefore, boldness to enter 
into the holiest, even amid that heavenly 
throng that fall down and worship Thee, by 
the blood of Jesus, by the new and livmg way 
which He hath consecrated for us, we come 
into Thy presence this night, bringing every 
want, every care, every trial, and every sorrow 
before Thee. Wearied with toil, but still 
more burdened with sin, we aUke need forgive- 
ness and rest. But, oh, give not rest to our 
eyes, till we have asked and received, have 
sought and found Thy forgiving mercy as well 
for the sins of this day, as of our whole lives* 
Alas 1 Lord, as there is no man that sinneth 
not, so is there no day, in which Thou hast 
not much to testify against us. How little have 
our hearts gone after Thee this day, and our 
thoughts dwelt upon Thee : and though it is 
Thy blessing only that can prosper our under- 
takings, or make us happy even in success, 
how little have we sought of Thee to bless us. 
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and been leaning on our own understandings. 
How seldom have our hearts been lifted up to 
Thee for strength and guidance in the various 
exigencies that have befallen us by the way, 
if not in words, at least in that silent whisper, 
or that unuttered prayer which Thou canst 
hear. Oh ! give unto us more and more of 
the spirit of prayer — ^let not our prayer be 
restrained before Thee — at all times, and in 
all places, when we walk by the way as well 
as when we Ke down— in the hurry of busi- 
ness, and the weariness of toil — ^in the tempta- 
tions as well as the trials that await us — ^in 
the outbreak of anger, or the soreness of a 
wounded spirit. Oh, Lord, cause us to give 
ourselves continually unto prayer, to carry and 
to cast every care before Thee, who ever carest 
for us. We thank Thee, gracious Father, for 
this privilege of prayer— not alone in the 
family, not only in the appointed hours of 
domestic worship, but at every hour Thou 
biddest us to come; Thy doors are never 
closed, Thine ears are ever open. * Arise, 
why tarriest thou?* is Thy call to each one 
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here : the poorest, the feeblest, the youngest 
— ^the parent and the child, the master and 
the servant, the mistress and the maiden — 
with Thee, Lord, is no respect of persons, we 
have all sinned alike before Thee, and come 
short of Thy glory ; we all need Thy pardon- 
mg and upholding grace, and, gracious Fa- 
ther, we bless Thee that we are all alike per- 
mitted and privileged to seek it in the Name 
and through the mediation of the same Savi^ 
our, even Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Re- 
deemer. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" I%e grace of our Lord'' 8fc, 



/riteq Jfinniiiig. 



Oh ! gracious Father, who didst send Thme 
only Son into the world to die for sinners, 
the just for the unjust, give unto us through 
the teaching of Thy Holy Spirit, such a sense 
and conviction of what sin is in Thy sight, 
that we may never trifle, never parley, never 
enter into agreement with the least sin. Lead 
us to meditate this morning, and deeply to 
reflect on those wondrous scenes at Gethse- 
mane and Calvary, where it pleased Thee to 
bruise even Him in whom Thou wert well 
pleased, and put Him to an open shame. 
Yea, blessed Jesus, our iniquities, the iniqui- 
ties of us now before Thee were laid on Thee 
in that time of agony, and Thou didst bear the 
SID of many. Oh I that we may be led. Lord, 
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to look on Thee, and on Thy cross, that Thou 
mayest draw us unto Thee that we may be 
saved. Leave not Thy work unaccomphshed 
m any of our souls, but perfect that which 
concemeth us, and so see of the travail of Thy 
soul in us, that iniquity may not be our ruin. 
Suffer not any here to look lightly or indif- 
ferently on that which brought Thee to a death 
of shame, or to suppose that in Thy sight any 
sm can be a Utile thing, for which there could 
be no remission, but in the precious blood- 
shedding of the Lamb of God. Check, we 
beseech Thee, the first rising of sin in every 
heart, especially of the young, lest any put 
forth their hand, and touch and taste of the 
forbidden thing, and so bring sorrow and 
shame to themselves, and reproach on Thy 
Name. Give us dihgently to enter into seri- 
ous self-examination of our own hearts, that, 
accusing and condemning omrselves, we may 
find mercy at Thy hands for the past, and 
grace to preserve us from sinning wilfully 
against Thee. 

Thou, Lord, art full of compassion for the 
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sinner, though Thou so hatest the sin ; Thou 
keepest mercy for thousands, though Thou 
wilt by no means clear the guilty. We are 
the guilty — we have sinned against Thee, and 
done evil in Thy sight, yet. Lord, clear us 
from our sin, leave us not under Thy wrath 
and condemnation, for Thou canst be just, 
and yet the justifier of them that beheve in 
Jesus. Let not this day testify against any of 
us, that we have sinned against Thee wilfiilly ; 
sinners we are and sinners we shall continue, 
till Thy voice of love and power shall say, 
" Go, and sin no more ;" but, oh 1 gracious 
Father, let us not sin agamst light and know- 
ledge, agamst our own convictions and know- 
ledge of the truth, lest there be no more sacri- 
fice for sins. Oh I that we may each one of 
us this day solemnly enter into covenant en- 
gagement with Thee that we will be Thy 
faithftd, loving, and obedient children, re- 
nouncing all other aUegiance, and disclaiming 
all other service. Lord ! put this desire into 
each one of our hearts ; stir up, we beseech 
Thee, our wills and affections, that we may 
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come boldly forth &om the midst of an un- 
godly and ensnaring world, that we may 
receive forgiveness of our sins, and an in- 
heritance among them that are sanctified by 
fcdth that is in Jesus. Be with us this day — 
as Thou hast been about our bed and guarded 
us from every evil, so be about our path and 
protect us from every danger-from the enemy 
without, and from the traitor within — ^that 
so when we again meet to pray to and to 
praise Thee, we too may have to acknowledge 
that Thou hast not only fed us, but hast re- 
deemed us from all evil. These blessings we 
ask for ourselves, and for those that are near 
and dear to us for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Our Father'' ^c. 

The grace of our Lordl' Sfc. 






jFri^aq jSiglrt. 



Oh, God! whose never-failing providence is 
over all Thy works, who alike gavest being to 
the insect, and created the Archangel, who 
hast dominion over the greatest, and despisest 
not the smallest, we, the least of all &milies, 
and who are not worthy of the least of all the 
mercies and of all the truth which Thou hast 
shewed unto us, in humble but fervent thanks- 
giving admire and adore the love that hath 
watched over our home this day, and gathered 
us again together in safety this night. Sepa- 
ration, Lord, is written on all that appertaineth 
to men, and as we part in the morning to go 
forth to our various callings, but hope to re- 
meet at eve, so hast Thou appointed, that 
more lengthened and more distant partings 
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shall from time to time take place, till that 
final separation come, which admits of no re- 
meeting on earth. Grant to us, Lord, such a 
blessed hope, and comforting assurance, that 
as we parted this morning, and Thine hand 
hath guided, and Thine eye watched, and 
Thy love restored at evening, so when death 
shall sever the loved ones of the earthly family, 
we may be again united in those many man- 
sions of Thy home in heaven, that none may 
be missing or shut out there, and that from 
every voice here may be heard, amid the hal- 
lelujahs of heaven, that song of praise unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood. 

Lord ! give us now, we beseech Thee, that 
realizing sense of Thy redeeming love that we 
may be able even now to say of Him that 
died for us, " He loved me, and gave Himself 
for me^ Yet suffer us not to deceive our- 
selves by any vain or ungrounded hopes, that 
because we are called by Thy Name, and are 
joined to Thy family on earth, we are therefore 
united to Thee by ^ true and living faith, or 

M 
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that a saving change and work of grace has 
been wrought in our hearts by Thy Holy 
Spirit. Give us to remember that the pure in 
heart alone shall see Grod, and that unless we 
are bom again of water and of the Holy Ghost, 
we cannot see, we cannot enter into Thy king- 
dom of heaven. Oh! then, grant unto us that 
death unto sin, and that new birth unto righte- 
ousness and true holiness, that we may be 
made thereby children of grace. Keep us 
then, we beseech Thee, at all times and in aU 
seasons, in all our ways, at home and abroad, 
by night and by day from all impurity of heart 
or coLrsation Suffer u, not by Zy incoo- 
sistency of practice, or transgression of Thy 
will to grieve Thy Holy Spirit, whereby we are 
sealed unto the day of redemption ; but give 
us grace that, as we name the name of Christ, 
we may in spirit, and in deed depart from aU 
iniquity. Perfect, Lord, that which con- 
cerneth us, and let not any pluck us out of 
Thine hand. 

May Thy covenant blessing descend on this 
house, tmd all its inmates — from the highest 
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to the lowest — ^from the youngest to the oldest, 
that united as we are by the common ties of a 
Christian family, we may be still more knit 
together in the closer bonds of Christian fel- 
lowship, as brethren beloved both in the flesh 
and in the Lord, through Jesus Christ. 

Our Father'' *^c. 

The grace of our Lord'' 8fc, 



tt 
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•nturtotj 3^nniiiig, 



Oh, holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity ! Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, Three persons, 
and one God, in whose holy and undivided 
Name, Thou, Lord, didst command and ordain 
that every creature should be baptized ; and 
in which Name, we ourselves, when the waters 
of baptism were poured on our heads, were 
baptized also, give us grace ever to bear in 
mind the solemn covenant and engagement 
into which we then entered. And though, 
Lord, in our infant years we knew not the 
great love wherewith Thou hadst loved us, 
when Thou badest us as little children to be 
brought unto Thee, yet we have since set to 
our own seal, and subscribed with our own 
hand that we would be Thine. Alas^ Father ! 
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and where is Thine honour ? where the fide- 
lity of our service, the love of our hearts, and 
the obedience of our lives? We are dumb 
before Thee — ^and our only cry is, " We have 
sinned — ^we have committed iniquity, and have 
dcme wickedly, and have rebelled even by 
departing from Thy precepts and Thy judg- 
ments. O Lord, righteousness belongeth 
tmto Thee, but unto us confusion of face, as 
at this day" when we remember how we have 
broken the covenant engagement of our youth 
in departing from Thee. Yet, gracious Fa- 
ther, to Thee belongeth mercies and forgive- 
nesses, though we have rebelled against Thee. 
We have indeed nothing to plead in our own 
behalf — ^righteous and true wouldest Thou be 
in Thy judgment, if Thine own sentence went 
forth against us, ^'The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die.'' Yet, Lord, we would take with 
us words and plead before Thee that Thou 
didst commend Thy love towards us in that 
even while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
lor us, the just for the unjust, the sinless for 
the sinful. Oh I that henceforth the desires 
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of our hearts may be to Thy Name, that we 
may indeed renounce not only him that is 
Thine enemy and ours, and all his works, but 
may forsake and forego all that the world 
would proflfer to draw away our hearts from 
Thee. Let the time past of our lives suj£ce 
to have walked after our own corrupt wills, 
that we may be set free from the snare of the 
devil, who have been taken captive by him at 
his will. 

And now. Lord, ere we set forth to the va- 
rious duties of the day, bring home to all our 
hearts that to-morrow is Thy holy Sabbath^ 
and that holiness becometh Thine house, and 
those that worship Thee in it. Oh ! that we 
may so arrange and complete betimes the 
occupations of the day and of the week, that 
no worldly care, no anxiety of business, -no 
pleas for the future, or disappointment for the 
past, may return with us at night, . or arise 
with us on the morrow to disturb or interrupt 
oui^ communion with Thee On Thy holy day^ 
Give unto us the godly resolution^ even in 
the midst of an ungodly worlds to stand aloof 
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from all that would desecrate or dishonour 
Thy holy Sabbath ; and may each one of us 
in our respective spheres have grace to remem- 
ber the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Grant 
unto each member of this household, that we 
may be mutual helpers one of another, refrain- 
ing, as far as in us lies, from all that may put 
a stumblmg-block in a brother's or a sister's 
way, and so cause them to offends Espe- 
cially, oh Lord, give us grace so to walk be- 
fore the young ones of this family that they 
may never have the example of any here to 
plead for their violation of the Sabbath, but ra- 
ther grant, gracious Lord^ that they may be 
won by our consistent practice in this and 
every matter not only to call the Sabbath a 
delighti but to deUght themselves in the 
Lord, and adorn the doctrine of God their 
Saviour in all things. 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake, to whom 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit be aU 
honour and glory, now and for evermore. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The yrace of our Lord'' 8fc. 



^aWatj J^igjrt. 



Almighty God 1 by whom our lives are con- 
tinued in being, as well as every want sup- 
plied, we kneel before Thee this night at the 
close of another week to sum up its mercies, 
and to confess our unworthiness of the very 
least of them. And yet, Lord, like him of 
old, when he gazed on Thy people, we too 
are ready to exclaim, " Who can count the 
number of the fourth part of Israel — who can 
reckon up the countless mercies which Thou 
scatterest along every path — mercies of provi- 
dence and grace, personal mercies, and do- 
mestic mercies — ^hke the blessings wherewith 
Thou promisedst to bless Thy people Israel, 
blessings in the city, and blessings in the field, 
blessings when we have gone out, and bless- 
ings when we have come in. 
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And what^ Lord, is the testimony of our 
conscience as regards Thee> and our return for 
all the great things Thou hast done for us P 
As it is of Thy mercies that they cannot 
be reckoned up in order unto us, so our sins 
are more in number than the hairs of our 
head, and every, one has the aggravated guilt 
of ingratitude stamped upon it for all the evi. 
deuces of Thy unwearied love towards us. 
Thou art our Father ! every day hast Thou 
permitted us to call Thee by that endeared 
Name — ^we have been admitted into Thy pre- 
sence as dear children, and have knelt before 
Thee in our morning and evening worship as 
our Father in heaven. Thy fatherly care hath 
provided for every need, and suppUed every 
want as it arose ; and if Thou hast in wisdom 
withheld anything, we have had abundant 
reason to be thankful for the much Thou hast 
given. And what is the record, that Thou, 
Lord, hast written out concerning us ? We 
have been dwelling too much on the things of 
time, too much setting our affections on 
things below — suffering the cares and anxie- 
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ties of life, and it may be the pleasures of the 
world, to draw aside our allegiance from 
Thee. Alas ! Father ! how many thoughts 
have we given, how much of zeal and energy 
have we thrown into our own works, our own 
pursuits, and even our amusements; but how 
few thoughts have we given to Thee, how 
cold, and listless, and wavering our devotion 
to Thy work and the good of our own or 
others' souls, and how has time absorbed 
what eternity should have received. 

Teach us henceforth, O Lord, so to num- 
ber our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom, that heavenly wisdom which 
can estimate the things of time aright, and 
weigh them in the unerring balance of eter- 
nity. We are still the spared ones — ^but for 
what purpose. Lord, hast Thou spared us, 
why hast not Thou cut us down as cumberers 
of the ground ? Lord ! hear the intercession 
of Him that still pleads for poor sinners; spare 
us yet awhile, spare Thy people whom Thou 
hast redeemed with Thy most precious blood, 
and be not angry with us for ever ! Give us 
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grace to employ that portion of time, which 
Thou shalt assign to us, be it long or be it 
short, in the great work of preparing to meet 
Thee our God. We cannot. Lord, recall the 
time that is gone ; but, oh ! grant that we 
may redeem that which is to come, before the 
evil days draw nigh. And when days, and 
weeks, and years are ended, and to us time 
shall be no more, may an entrance be min- 
istered Unto us abundantly into the everlast- 
ing kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

" Our Father'' ^c. 

'" I%e grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 
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^Mni^ ffinraing. 



Oh ! blessed Saviour ! who didst oondesoend 
BO beautifully to picture out in Thine own life 
on earth the holy purposes of Sabbath daysi 
and by Thine own example didst consecrate 
them for our use and ^ttern, blending the 
most unwearied acts of love and mercy by 
teaching, and healing, and every work of love 
on the Sabbath Day with the highest exer- 
cises of personal devotion and communion 
with Thy Father in secret and in the congre- 
gation — so teach us such a right and con- 
sistent employment of Sabbath hours, as may 
most conduce to the good of others, as well as 
our own growth in grace. 

We are spared by Thy long-suffering mercy 
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to another Sabbath — ^yea, Lord, Sabbath after 
Sabbath dawns even upon a thankless world, 
as summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, 
have never failed according to Thy gracious 
promise. Like Thy sun and Thy rain, it 
arises to refresh, and strengthen, and comfort 
aU alike; and yet, heavenly Father, how much 
of Sabbath sin hast Thou seen and dost still 
see ! Even to-day art Thou calUng and 
stretching forth Thy hands to have mercy and 
to scatter blessing, and how few regard ! 
Oh ! that there may be in each one of us such 
a love of Thy Sabbath privileges, that as the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, so our 
hearts may both hunger and thirst after 
r^teousness that they may be fiUed. We 
would bless- Thee for Thine especial mercy in 
that Thou hast appointed our habitation in a 
place where Thy fear dwelleth, and Thy day 
is honoured. Keep alive in our hearts this 
day such a longing of our souls unto Thee, 
that in all our works and doings, Thy will 
may be done by us in earth, as it is by those 
whose everlasting Sabbath is in heaven ; that 
when our days of prayer here are ended, we 
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may be meet to be partakers in that never 
ending Sabbath, where praise shall be our 
only song and love our only theme. Suffer 
not any here, O Lord, to forget or think 
lightly of the blessings of a Christian Sabbath 
spent in Thy work and fear : and when, amid 
the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
their lot is cast in another sphere, or Thou 
placest them in a home of their own, may 
this love of Sabbath days be preserved in every 
heart that they may feel and acknowledge that 
pne day in Thy courts is better than a thou- 
sand spent elsewhere, and that nothing this 
world can offer of pleasure, of station, or of 
gain, may be put in competition with Thy 
work and Thy service. Especially, O Lord, 
guard the young ones of this and every house- 
hold from all attempts to undermine and 
break down that barrier, which Thy law has 
placed around Sabbath days — ^preserve them 
from such associates and companionship, as 
may lessen that reverence for holy days and 
holy things, which their earlier years have 
learnt, that even in the midst of an ungodly 
generation they may, through grace, stand 
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aloof from all that would dishonour Thee, or 
set at nought Thy word. 

Bless every means used this day for the 
spreading of Thy truth. Give unto us not 
only the hearing ear, but the open and obe- 
dient heart, not only to be present in body, 
but in spirit and affections also. And as 
Thine Apostle Paul besought the prayers of 
those among whom he ministered for a bless- 
ing on his work, so would we pray for him 
that ministers to us, and for every minister in 
every place that Thy word through the de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power may 
have free course and be glorified among us in 
the good of sinners' souls and the honour of 
Thy Name. Speak, O mighty God, as Thou 
spakest in the time of old, call the world from 
the rising up of the sun unto the going down 
of the isame, that all the kingdoms of this 
world may become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of His Christ, and that He may reign for 
ever and ever. 

" Our Father'' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lordl' Sfc. 



•atiW!i Miglrt. 



Lord ! we have done as Thou bast appointed, 
and have praised Thee in the great congrega- 
tion — and still there is room for more praise, 
as there is for more prayer. As Thy mercies 
fail not, but are new every morning and every 
evening, so our wants, our necessities are ever 
arising, and even while we are praising Thee 
for blessings already vouchsafed, we have 
need to ask for more. Be it so, gracious Fa- 
ther — it is a blessed privilege that Thou re- 
vealest Thyself unto us as a Father calling His 
dear children around Him to tell Him of all 
their wants and desires. Thy chUdren are 
not straightened in Thee,^-oh ! that we may 
never be straightened in ourselves, that we 
may go on to ask, as Thou goest on to give. 
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And now, Lord, at the close of this holy 
day, ere Sabbath privileges are over, and ere 
the week-day's toils begin, while our hearts 
are still burning within us at the remembrance 
of Thy blessed presence, and all Thy gracious 
words and messages of love, what shall we 
again ask of Thee this night? what is the 
desire in our hearts, the petition on our lips ? 
even that which was at the first, that Thy 
word may this day be glorified in us, and that 
in all our • conversation among them that are 
without, we may, during the remainder of the 
week, in all lowliness and meekness walk as 
becometh Thy children, and as those who 
have been taught of Thee. Let not those 
who would speak disdainfully or slightingly of 
Sabbath privileges be encouraged thereto by 
any inconsistency in our practice. Let not 
those who are, it may be, anxious to walk 
with us, and looking unto us for guidance and 
example be discouraged and led away by any 
inadvertency, or careless and unguarded com- 
pliances of ours with the lax habits of the world. 

Hear, Lord, and return a loving answer 

N 
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to the prayers that have this day gone up 
before Thee. Not in our own righteousness, 
but in Thy name, blessed Jesus, have the 
prayers of Thy people this day ascended be- 
fore Thy Father : and oh ! that as Thy rain 
cometh down and Thy snow from heaven and 
retumeth not thither, but watereth the earth 
and maketh it bripg forth and bud that it may 
give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so may our prayers and the prayers of all Thy 
ministers and people, wheresoever offered and 
in whatsoever tongue, return to our own souls 
rich with the dews of heaven, and laden with 
the gracious influences of Thy Holy Spirit. 

And yet, oh, compassionate Redeemer, who 
Thyself wept over the sinners of Jerusalem for 
their neglect of the things belonging unto 
their peace, how unlike Thy spirit of love and 
tenderness, did we not pray for those too who 
have not this day gone with us unto Thine 
house, and who love not Sabbath Days nor 
Sabbath occupations. Spirit of God ! con- 
vince them of their sin in this matter — oh ! 
Lord, call to them with a mighty voice — let 
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them hear Thy voice of love crying after them 
in their ways of sin, " Turn ye, turn ye, for 
vrhy will ye die ?" 

Increase the love of Sabbath Days and Sab- 
bath ordinances in this nation, make us to be 
a people, fearing, and loving, and serving 
Thee. Oh! let not our love decrease, as 
Thy mercies multiply around us, but grant 
that in every household of this land, from the 
highest to the lowest. Thy Name may be 
more and more honoured, and Thine ordi- 
nances regarded. And now. Lord, we would 
commend unto Thy protection this night 
every member of this household, grant to us 
calm and refreshing sleep, and if it be Thy 
will that another day and another week 
should be given to us, give each one in our 
respective stations, whether of child or ser- 
vant, or master or mistress, grace and ^oly 
resolution that we may so pass through things 
temporal, as not to lose, nor lose sight of 
things eternal for Jesus Christ's sake. 

" Our Father y Sfc. 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc, 

N 2 
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Almighty and everlasting God ! Creator and 
Preserver of all things, who " sendest forth 
Thy Spirit, and renewest the face of the 
earth," and " by Thy Spirit dost garnish the 
heavens," grant that, as in the natural crea- 
tion, beauty, and order, and glory sprang 
forth at Thy bidding and Thy word from out 
of chaos, so the new creation of Thy spiritual 
life may by the same Spirit spring up out of the 
wastes and desolations of the old. Not thicker 
darkness was upon the face of the deep, when 
first Thy Spirit moved upon the face of the 
waters, than there is upon every soul of man, 
till Thy voice be heard saying, " Let there be 
light." Speak, Lord, that word of life and 
power; let light arise and shine upon our 
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hearts that we may be the children of light 
and of the day. Oh! let it not be said of any 
among us, that we love darkness rather than 
light, because our deeds too are evil. Give 
us grace to put away all the works of dark- 
ness that Thy word may find entrance into 
every heart, and in Thy Kght we may find 
light. It is of Thy unspeakable mercy that 
we are spared yet awhile — that the light of 
Thy blessed Gospel still shines around us to 
guide us into the way of truth. Alas ! Lord, 
that it should be otherwise with any of those 
for whom Christ died, that they should turn 
away and set at nought Thy love as much as 
Thy reproof! And who hath made us to 
differ ? if indeed we do differ* Search, Lord, 
every heart here before Thee, enter into its 
secret depths, into its innermost thoughts, 
and see if there be any way of wickedness in us. 
What is it. Lord, that Thou seest in us ? at 
this moment, even on our knees, what imagi- 
nation has passed through each heart and left 
its traces there? Be not, we earnestly beseech 
Thee, be not extreme to mark what Thou 
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findest amiss ! What shall we answer Thee, 
when Thou reprovest us? We cannot answer 
Thee one in ten thousand. Even in our holy 
things Thou beholdest unrighteousness and 
wrong. Oh ! that Thy mercy and truth may 
be shed abroad in all our hearts by Thy 
Spirit, that we may abound in all the fruits of 
the Spirit. 

And as we pray for a pure heart to love 
Thee above all things, so may we have a lov- 
ing spirit towards all men, especially towards 
them who are of the household of faith, that 
we may not only walk in wisdom towards 
them that are without, but as members of a 
Christian family may encourage and build one 
another up in our most holy faith, bearing one 
another's burdens, and so fulfilling the law of 
Christ. 

And now, O our God, ere we separate for 
the fulfilment of those daily duties, to which 
Thou callest us, we would seek Thy guidance 
to direct, as well as Thy blessing to prosper 
us, if it be Thy will, in all our undertakmgs. 
Preserve every member of this household from 
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danger in their worldly calling, let no acci- 
dent befall them by the way, nor unkindly 
spirit one towards another arise in any heart, 
that they may not sin against Thee. Look 
too, O Lord, with loving-kindness on the 
yomig ones of this family, that from the very 
beginning they may set out for God, and walk 
with God, remembering now their Creator, 
even in these the days of their youth : that, 
as under the law Thou didst claim the first 
firuits of the land, so may the bud and the 
blossom of their youth be consecrated to Thee, 
that an abundant harvest of all spiritual ffuits 
may spring up from this precious seed-time of 
their childhood and their growth. 

Grant this, and every blessing we need for 
Jesus Christ's sake. 
Owr Father r 8fc. 
The grace of our Lordl^ 8fc. 



it 
it 
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Oh, Almighty God! who in the beginning 
didst appoint the day and the night to succeed 
each other, and didst call the darkness night, 
give us to remember that approaching night 
when we must aU lie down in the grave. 
When Thou biddest the morning arise, and 
callest us fix)m our beds of rest, we know not 
that we shall see the night ; but, Lord, the 
night of death we know that each one living 
shall see. Thou hast appointed unto all to 
die — there is no discharge from Thee in that 
warfare. Oh I grant us then grace ever to 
live as dying men, so to pass through these 
scenes of time as looking in every watch for 
Thy coming, and prepared to go forth at Thy 
summons whether it be in the morning, or at 
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nooD-day, or we tarry till the night cometh* 
Suffer us not to cumber ourselves about thb 
things of this life, but give us that right esti- 
mate of all which weighs them in the balance 
of eternity, and looks onwards and upwards to 
that inheritance, which Thou hast promised 
and provided for all that love Thee. Yet, 
Lord, even while we live, Thou hast given us 
duties to discharge. Thou hast implanted in 
OUT hearts affections, and feelings, and inte- 
rests even about earthly objects, and Thou 
hast smoothed the rough ways of our pilgrim- 
age by those endearing ties of human love, 
which Thou hast consecrated to such an excel- 
lent use* But suffer us not to wrest these 
blessings to our harm or loss, that our affec- 
tions may be more enduringly fixed on the 
things above us, and not on the things about 
us, and that we may henceforth live more and 
more unto Thee beyond the claims of time 
and above the ties of life. Oh! that all Thou 
givest us here richly to enjoy may be enjoyed 
in due subordination to Thy demands and Thy 
claims, as well as in perfect submission to 
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Thy will in all things. It is. Lord, Thine 
own precept to seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and Thou hast sealed 
it with Thy precious promise that all things 
needful for us in the house of our pilgrimage 
shall be added unto^us. Remove from us, we 
beseech Thee, all unbelief, all distrust of Thy 
word, not dictating to Thee either the measure 
or the season of Thy gifts, but resting every 
anxiety for ourselves and those we love on 
Thine own unerring love to us. As one said 
of old, so, Lord, enable us to say, " As Thou 
wilt — when Thou wilt — and where Thou 
wilt." Whatsoever Thou sendest of trial Thy 
love can sweeten it, and whatsoever of service 
Thou commandest. Thy love can constraint 
it. Oh, then, gracious Father, shed abroad in 
every heart such love towards Thee, that we 
loving Thee above all things may obtain 
Thy promises, which exceed all that we -can 
desire. 

We commend ourselves, our bodies, souls, 
and spirits into Thy hands this night. Toge- 
ther with us take also under Thy fatherly care 
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and protection all that are near and dear to 
us — all that Thou givest us leave to call ours. 
Bless especially the children of this family — 
suffer us, blessed Jesus, to bring them this 
night to Thee for Thy blessing — forbid us not 
— ^yea, rather take them in Thine own arms of 
love, put Thine hands upon them, and seal 
them Thine for evermore, for Thy Name's 
sake, oh compassionate Redeemer ! 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc. 



tejEftoq Hnnirag. 



Once more, oh Thou Preserver of men ! are 
we met before Thee as a family to thank Thee 
and praise Thy Name, in that Thou hast car- 
ried us in peace and safety through the help- 
lessness of another night, that our beds have 
been beds of rest, and not beds of sickness or 
of death. 

We have sought Thee alone in our cham- 
bers, as individuals we have poured out our 
hearts before Thee, each one teUing his own 
sorrows, his own fears, his own sins, and 
carrying his own burden to lay at Thy feet : 
and now. Lord, as a family, parents and 
children, friends and relatives, master and 
mistress, and servants (Thou art the maker of 
us all !) are we met together in the bonds of 
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our common wants, all alike needing the same 
forgiveness, the same guidance, and the same 
upholding hand. We know not. Lord, what 
a day, what this day, may bring forth to us — 
we know indeed that in loving-kindness hast 
Thou restored unto us both health and strength, 
that Thou hast provided a home, and food, and 
raiment for us — oh, that we. may be there- 
with content ! — that as Thou bestowest time 
minute by minute, and moment by moment, 
and not one can succeed another, till Thou 
permittest its continuance, so. Lord, is it with 
Thy blessings ; Thou givest, and Thou takest 
away, and none can say unto Thee, What 
doest Thou ? Yet by whatsoever way Thou, 
leadest us this and every day, whether of sor- 
row or of joy, of calm, or of storm, cheered by 
Thy sun or overshadowed by Thy cloud, still 
give us to trace and to recognize Thy foot- 
prints of love in every step we take. Yeft, 
Lord, even when we reach that dark valley of 
the shadow of death, even there may we be« 
hold, where Thou hast been before to leave a 
light for our steps. May Thy presence be 
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ever with us, in all our ways : and if. Lord, 
at Thy command the stormy wind ariseth, it 
cannot overwhelm, if Thou art with us — ^all 
Thy billows may go over us and toss the ves- 
sel, but they cannot overturn it, if Thou be 
there — ^the waves may dash against the rock, 
but they can only break and spend themselves 
against it, if Thou stayest their fury. And as. 
Lord, with the dangers that beset us by the 
way, so with the spiritual enemies that sur- 
round us on every side — if Thou be for us, 
who can be against us P Satan may desire to 
have us to sift as wheat, but do Thou, Lord, 
pray for us that our faith fail not — ^he may 
labour to blow out the flame, but he cannot 
quench even the smoking flax, if Thou keep 
it. Yea, Lord, through Thee may we do 
great things, even the weak child and the 
decrepid aged one through Thee can do va- 
liantly, and tread down every enemy. 

Lord ! we bless Thee for the provision Thou 
suppUest this day for all our need — we thank 
Thee for the portion Thou assignest to each of 
us — ^be it the child's portion, or the servant's 
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station, it is what Thou givest, and what Thou 
appointest. A weak hand, Lord, if put forth 
may receive a costly gem — oh ! give us grace 
now to put forth our hands to lay hold on 
Christ: and if in our feebleness we cannot, 
and in our fearfulness we dare not lay hold 
and put on his perfect righteousness, oh, let 
us still come in faith that we may touch but 
as it were the hem of His garment : and as in 
the days of Thy flesh Thou didst not reject 
nor send empty away the timid daughter of 
Israel who did so, but didst send her away 
with peace, and pardon, and cleansing, so dis- 
miss us. Lord, that we too may go in peace, 
and remeet in peace for Thy work and Thy 
promise sake, who livest and reignest with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end, 

" Our Father^' ^c, 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc. 



€mBh^ J^iglit 



Oh, Lord God ! Almighty and Everlasting ! 
Thou art the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever : Thou art good and doest good to aU : 
we have found Thee so to us, Thy mercies 
have been over our household and every in- 
mate of it this day, for no harm hath hap- 
pened unto us, and no sickness come nigh 
our dwelling. Can we, gracious Father, say 
too of each one here, that no temptation hath 
ensnared and no sin stained — ^that no idle 
word hath been uttered, no wrongful imagina- 
tion been indulged ? Alas ! Lord, we have 
all need at the close of every day to confess 
before Thee that we have sinned and walked 
contrary to Thy commandments. Be merciful 
unto our sin, for it is great, for Thy Name's 
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sake. Give us this night to enter into deep^ 
and serious, and honest examination of our 
own hearts, that they may no longer deceive 
us and cause us to walk frowardly in the path 
of Thy commandments. Lord, time is pass- 
ing onwards with us all, and soon will that 
night come in which no work can be done, for 
Thou hast told us that there is no repentance 
nor device in that grave to which we are all 
hastening. Give us to come unto Thee this 
nighi^let not days, nor hours, nor minutes 
be any more wasted or misused— oh ! that 
we may now close with Thy gracious oflfers — 
be Thou our God, that we may be Thy peo- 
ple. Look not, gracious Father, in displeasure 
at our past delays, or the lateness of our love 
—remember Thine own purposes of love from 
everlasting. Our love, alas, is but of yester- 
day, but Thine, Lord, hath been as eternity 
itself; yea, with an everlasting love hast Thou 
loved us, and with great mercies art Thou 
now waiting to gather us. In our slumbers 
by night, as well as in our walks by day. 
Thou art ever with us, and seest all our ways. 

o 
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Grant that we may be found not only unde- 
ffled in the way, but pure in heart also — not 
only that no outward stain, no soil, no dust 
be found deaving to our feet, but that there 
be no undeanness, no iniquity, no unclean- 
ness in the heart also, that the inner man 
may be renewed day by day, and night by 
night, and Thy light shine more and more 
in us unto the perfect day. 

Give unto us this night not only to pray 
one with another, but one for another, that as 
we are united in one household, bearing in 
love one another's burdens and administering 
and supplying one another's wants in all the 
mutual services of love and good-will, so we 
may be imited in these blessed offices of 
prayer, and in this holy communion of charity 
for each other's welfare, having. Lord, this 
confidence in Thee, that if. we ask anything 
according to Thy wiQ, Thou hearest us. And 
not only for ourselves, and our own family, 
but for all families, for our Queen and her 
family that her sons may grow up as the 
young plants, and her daughters as the po- 
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lished comers of the temple. Bless too those 
distant ones, who though separated are still 
united to us ; and though our remeeting on 
earth may be delayed, or even denied, yet 
grant to us still to meet in heart and soul in 
mutual prayer one for another before Thy 
throne, and hereafter at Thy right hand with 
joy for evermore through the intercession of 
Him that ever standeth there to make inter- 
cession for us, even Jesus Christ, our Saviour 
and Redeemer. 

" Our Father'' Sfc. 

" The grace of our Lord,' 8fc. 



o2 
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Oh ! blessed Jesus ! Thou great and spotless 
sacrifice, that wast slain for the sins of the 
whole world, who alone art the Mediator 
between God and guilty man, whose blood 
only cleanseth from all sin, look upon us in 
mercy this morning, that we may draw nigh 
unto Thy holy, heavenly Father through Thee. 
Yea, blessed Saviour, do Thou Thyself bear 
our prayers on the wings of Thine own inter- 
cession before the throne of grace, that they 
may return to us with an answer of peace. 
Give us the Spirit of prayer, that as our 
words are, so our hearts may be going forth 
to Thee in all sincerity and earnestness. Suf- 
fer not our thoughts to wander from this holy 
exercise in which we are now engaged, but 
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give US to keep constant watch over oar affec- 
tions in this exercise of prayer that our hearts 
may be thoroughly engaged in it, and appUed 
to it throughout. Alas, Lord ! how much of 
sin is mingled even without prayers, though 
we feel it not ! — ^how much of infirmity and 
feebleness is blended with our supphcations 
though we observe it not ; how Uttle are our 
hearts answering to the words our Ups express! 
In ourselves. Lord, we know neither what to 
ask nor how to ask — all is Thine — ^the desire 
is Thine — ^the words are Thine — ^yea, when we 
know not what to pray for as we ought, it is 
Thy Spirit that helpeth our infirmities, and 
Himself that maketh intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered. Take away 
from us the delusion of being satisfied with 
the mere form of prayer — ^let us not go away 
from the form contented with ourselves, till 
Thou, Lord, givest us some evidence that we 
are in Christ, and that we have received of 
Thy Spirit, that through Him we may call 
Thy Father our Father, and Thy God our 
God. And now, Lord, that we are about to 
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go forth and meet, it may be, with those who 
love Thee not, and serve Thee not, give us 
that chUd-hke spirit, that when we hear or see 
anything tending to the dishonour of Thy 
Name, we may shrink from it, as it were from 
a sword piercing our own heart. As our na- 
tural affections would be pained and shocked 
did we hear the name of our earthly parents 
spoken UghUy of. or their chara^diLged. 
so give us that evidence that we are Thy chil- 
dren that we may not only shun the company 
of the ungodly and profane, and turn away 
our eyes from seeing and our ears from hear- 
ing ungodUness and Lng, but that we may 
be companions of all them that fear Thee and 
keep Thy precepts, and that deUght to speak 
one to another of Thy Name. Yet suffer us 
not in any presuming or vain-glorious spirit to 
think highly of ourselves, or unkindly of others^ 
even of those that err from Thy way — ^who, 
Lord, hath made us to differ ? we have no- 
thing, that we have not received from Thee — 
and if Thou withdraw Thine upholding hand, 
our next step would be into sin and ruin. 
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Continue, Lord, to uphold us, that we may 
walk in every step by Thy direction and ac- 
cording to Thy will, ready to surrender even 
Thy dearest gifts, if Thou reclaim them, and 
asking every blessing as from a father's hand, 
and the gift of a father's love. 

In all the works of this day in which we 
may be engaged, give us ever to be looking 
up to Thee for that singleness of eye and pur- 
pose which aims at Thy glory in all we do — 
doing it as unto Thee — oh, may that thought 
sweeten every toil, as it ennobles every ser- 
vice. Guard especially the young and inexpe- 
rienced from all that may ensnare the eye and 
entangle the heart. Give us all to remember 
the vows that are upon us, that we may each 
and all continue Thy faithful soldiers and ser- 
vants unto our Uves' end, through Jesus 
Christ, our only Advocate and Redeemer. 

" Out Father,'' 8fc. 

'* The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 
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Oh ! gracious and merciful God, who hast not 
only bidden poor sinners to come unto Thee, 
and shewn to us the way whereby we should 
come, (Christ is that way !) but hast encou- 
raged us by every promise that can embolden, 
and every assurance that can cheer, we once 
more present ourselves before Thee in the full 
confidence that Thou, who appointest prayer, 
wilt also hear and answer the petitions Thy 
children offer in the Name of Thy beloved Son. 
Thou so lovedst even a guilty world that Thou 
gavest Him, the costhest gift Thy love could 
bestow, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
How countless the mercies that flow firom Thy 
cross, oh crucified Jesus ! how innumerable 
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the blessings that grow there! Yet, Lord, 
give lis to remember that on every mercy 
Thou givest is inscribed, "The price of blood,** 
purchased for us, and secured to us by that 
precious blood, which Thou didst shed for 
us on Thy cross of shame. Thy servant David 
in time of old put away from his Ups the 
water from the weU of Bethlehem, because 
it was the price of blood — oh. Son of David, 
the water Thou providest for every thirst- 
ing one of Thy people shall be a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life, be- 
cause it is the price of Thy blood. Lord! 
evermore give us this water to drink, that we 
thirst no more, and that out of our hearts may 
flow rivers of living water, even Thy Holy 
Spirit. 

Lord ! without Thee we can do nothing — 
stir up the desire in our hearts, put the cry 
into our lips, that even as the prayer goeth up 
before Thee, Thou mayest recognize of Thine 
own, and accept it for Thine own sake. 

Keep alive in us, we pray Thee, this earnest 
longing after Thy best gifts that we may look. 
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if not with indifference, at least with calnmess 
and quietness on all that the world may proffer 
of interest or advancement, leaving every re- 
sult with Thee, and seeking alike in success or 
failure, in enjoyment or disappointment to 
have our hearts and affections more and more 
weaned from the things of Hfe and time, and 
more and more fixed on Thee. Lord ! lift 
Thou up the hght of Thy countenance upon 
us, and make us to reioice in that, more than 
in the increase of tie oom «>d ™e ^d the 
worldly store, that may be gathered around us. 
We bless Thee for the mercies of this day — 
for the provision of our daily wants, and the 
renewal of our daily health and strength — ^for 
the affection that sweetens and soothes anxiety 
and care — ^for the kind interest of many friends 
— ^for the faithful services of those under our 
roof — for the love and good conduct of our 
children — ^they are all blessings of and from 
Thy hands. Lord I may we receive them as 
such, and in our respective spheres shew forth 
the thankfulness of our hearts by all fidelily, 
and diligence, and singleness of heart in our 
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earthly caUings, as well as in Thy work, the 
work Thou, Lord, hast given each of us to do. 
These mercies we ask in the alone Name of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. 
Our Father'' 8fc, 
The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 






CjftirBtoq 30ElEttitig, 



Oh, God ! who hast provided for them that 
love Thee such good things as pass man's un- 
derstanding, neither can enter into the heart 
of man to conceive — ^we bless Thee, we praise 
Thee, for that foretaste and those gUmpses of 
the blessedness of Thy home above which even 
that earthly home can give, where Thy peace 
hath come and Thy blessing rested, like the 
dew on Hermon and that which descended 
on the mountains of Zion. Lord 1 evermore 
give us that peace, peace with Thee through 
Jesus Christ, reconciling those that were at 
enmi^ by Him, aad pardoning aU our trans- 
gression and sin. 

We acknowledge Thy mercies to us during 
the past night — ^the rest, the protection, and 
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the safety Thou hast bestowed, — that there 
has been no sick and suffering one to watch 
over — ^no bed of a dying one to stand beside 
and weep. It is Thou, Lord, who hast put 
far from us these sorrows, who still sparest 
every member of our household, the oUve- 
branches round about our table, and the vine 
that clustereth on the walls of our house. 
Lord ! we pray Thee that we may ever hold 
these and every blessing Thou givest in per- 
fect subordination and submission to Thy will; 
but, oh grant, gracious Father, that we who 
are united on earth by all the various ties that 
link one member of a family to another from 
the closest and dearest of husband and wife, 
of parent and child, of brother and sister to 
master and servant, and mistress and maiden, 
may through abounding grace be members of 
Thy redeemed family in heaven. And when 
in Thine appointed hour, and in that love and 
mercy as well as wisdom which ordains all, 
Thou separatest one by one the links that 
would bind us here, and which still detain 
our affections on earth; yet, loving Father, 
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sanctify even these trials to every sorrowing 
hearty and overrole them to the fiiriherance of 
Thine own gracious purposes by weaning us 
more and more from this world of vanity and 
shadow. And though tears may fall, as Thou» 
Lord, in the days of Thy flesh didst weep over 
the grave of him Thou lovedst, yet even through 
the mist and dimness of human anguish, may 
our eyes see Thee, in all the tenderness of Thy 
loving heart, in all our afflictions Thyself af- 
flicted, and in every cross Thyself bearing its 
heaviest portion. 

And then, gracious Lord, our sins for- 
given, and our sorrows borne by Thee, give us 
strength to bear that portion of trial, whatso- 
ever it may be, which Thou seest fit to send 
— a Uttle way further, and a httle time longer, 
and sorrow and sighing shaU be done away, 
and Thou wilt Thyself wipe away all tears 
from every eye. In that home which Thou 
hast gone before to prepare for Thy people, no 
inhabitant shall say, '' I am sick," and there 
will be no more death, and no more separa- 
tion. 
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Yet, Lord, while we are in this world of 
strife and duty, of sin and sorrow and suf- 
fering, arm us for the conflict, — strengthen us 
for the duties of the day, and give us grace 
so to walk that our feet neither stumble nor 
stray. May Thy covenant blessing rest on all 
under this roof, on all those that are dear to 
us in other homes, yea. Lord, bless all Thy 
people out of Thy fulness, O Christ, to whom 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be glory 
and praise, now and for evermore. 

" Our Father^' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord^ Sfc. 



<tf jmrntaq jBiglit. 



Oh ! blessed Saviour ! who didst so stoop as 
to take our nature upon Thee, and to be made 
like unto Thy brethren in all things, sin only 
excepted, grant that we may be more and 
more conformed to Thy holy pattern and 
image, that we, being dead to sin, may live 
no longer thereia. Alas ! Lord, sin still 
strives for the mastery, and we are in danger 
of being overcome thlby-S.^ still wo A 
and casts us down, and would fain trample on 
and destroy us — and our own perverse wills, 
and corrupt inclinations still unsubdued, are 
continually bringiog us into subjection to the 
law of sin. Like Thy servant of old, we too 
cry unto Thee, " O wretched that we are — 
deUver us from the body of this death/' Oh ! 
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Jesus, Saviour of sinners, the lost, the misera- 
ble, and the hopeless, give us the victory for 
Thy Name's sake. Let sin no longer reign in 
. J mortal bcKiie,. nor have 4 donlon 
over us ! 

And yet, Lord, wheresoever we go, we carry 
these bodies of sin with us, and how soon are 
we drawn away and enticed even of our own 
corrupt hearts. Has it not been so with us 
to-day? Have we. Lord, watched over and 
guarded our hearts so carefully that no sin 
has found admission into them P Have we set 
a watch so strictly over the door of our Ups 
that no sinful, no hasty, no angry, nor un- 
kind word has proceeded from them? We 
have indeed sinned before Thee, and done 
evil in Thy sight. Blot out, we pray Thee, 
as a cloud our transgressions, and as the thick 
cloud our sins. Thou hast not indeed dealt 
with us after our sins, nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our iniquities; for, Lord, in Thy 
mercy hast Thou now permitted us once more 
to make our prayer and our confession unto 
Thee. It is of Thy goodness and Thy spar- 

p 
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ing mercy that we are yet preserved in being, 
and still privileged to come before Thee as 
the children, though the erring children, of our 
Father. 

We would also bless Thy holy Name for 
the protection that has been over us, and 
guarded, and guided us in safety this day. 
How many, Lord, the perils from which Thou 
hast saved us, though we knew them not ! — 
how fierce the enemies that compassed us in 
on every side, though we saw them not — ^how 
many the difficulties that would have hindered 
us in our progress, but which Thou removedst, 
though we recognized Thee not. In every 
step, and at every moment. Thou hast been 
nigh to succour and defend us. And as Thou 
hast been bountiful and kind to us through 
the day, so we beseech Thee, Lord, to watch 
over us in the hours of darkness and of sleep. 
Take imder the cover of Thy wings all in this 
family — ^and all that are near and dear to us — 
all who have asked our prayers, and are them- 
selves praying for us : that being imited in one 
spirit, and having one hope of our calling, one 
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Lord, one faith, one God and Father of all, 
we may have grace given unto us according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ. 

These our prayers and supplications, we 
beseech Thee to hear for the sake of Him who 
loved us and died for us, even Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

" Our Father^ ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord*^ 8fc. 



V 2 
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Lord of all mercy ! who dost in very faith- 
fulness and love correct Thy erring children, 
but who hast declared even of that correction 
that it is Thy strange work, we bless Thee for 
the long-suffering and great forbearance, which 
has spared us and still poureth Thy benefits 
upon us. We have sinned against Thee, and 
by Thy righteous sentence deserve to die ; 
yet Thou still continuest us in being, still 
vouchsafest blessings and mercies in abun- 
dance ; and we have this morning to ax5know- 
ledge, as we have need every day, that Thou 
has not dealt with us after our sins, nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities. Oh ! 
give unto us more and more of that mind, 
which may count all things but loss, so that 
we may win Christ, — which is ready to suffer 
the loss of all, if Thou biddest, — ^and willing, 
yea, and glad to take up a daily cross, if Thou 
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sendest it. But, gracious Father, with what 
tenderness hast Thou dealt with ub, in that 
Thou hast not called us unto this, but still 
spreadest our table abundantly, and givest us 
so much here richly to enjoy — home and 
health, and friends and kindred— and to enjoy 
all in Thee and from Thee, as Thy gift and 
the purchase of Thine own blood. Yet, Lord, 
though Thou still suppliest our earthly need, 
give us, we beseech Thee, that conformity to 
the mind that .was in Thee, that we may be 
not only prepared to surrender all at Thy 
bidding, but that we may so value them 
aright, even while possessed, as not to set our 
affections on them, but to esteem even the 
reproach of Christ, if so be Thou callest us 
to it, greater riches than all the treasures of 
the world 1 Save us, we pray Thee, from that 
sinful endeavour to unite in our affections 
what Thou, Lord, in Thy word hast told us is 
impossible — ^the love of the world, and the 
love of Thee — ^to seek Thy favour, and with it 
the applause and approval of the world. 
Grant us, blessed Lord, to be so taught of 



214 FOUETH WEEK. 

Thee as to account it our greatest gain that 
we may too win Christ, that so where our 
treasure is, there may our hearts be also. 
Shew us the light of Thy countenance, that 
we may delight in Thee, and so teach us to 
know Thee aright, that we may lay aside every 
thing that would hinder or keep out the love 
of Christ in our hearts ; and that if tribula- 
tion ariseth, we may even joy therein, if it 
bring us to more intimate and sanctified com- 
munion with Thee. 

Keep alive in our hearts this day, we be- 
seech Thee, such earnest longing after heavenly 
things, that all our worldly occupations and 
eng;affements may be entered upon and carried 
™ ta doe ,ulK,rL«»n, « J « entire ™b. 
mission to Thy will. Let the desire and the 
cry of each of our hearts be unto Thee this 
and every morning, as we arise to go forth to 
our duties, " Lord ! what Wilt Thou have me 
to do this day?" — ^what is Thy will concerning 
me, and in what way can I best do that will, 
that even in the humblest station and the 
lowest service I may bring glory to Thy great 
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Name^ in that even out of my weakness Thou 
ordainest strength P Be it so with us, Lord, 
to-day, and every day — ^may Thy blessings rest 
on our goings out and our comings in — on 
those, whose duties carry them abroad, and 
those whose occupations detain them at home, 
that they may aUke do them to Thy glory and 
in dependence on and seeking for Thy help, that 
when we again meet before Thee at night, 
there may be no misgivings of heart, as well 
as no reproaches of conscience. Give us that 
right mind in all things, that we may be faith- 
ful, fiEuthful in that which is least, as well as in 
that which is much; proving what is that good, 
and acceptable and perfect will of God, tlmt 
we may have respect unto all Thy command- 
ments. Bless us as a household — ^bless each 
and every inmate of our home^ and all that 
are near and dear to us, that we may be in- 
deed Thy people, and Thou mayest be our 
God, through the merits and mediation of 
Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father!' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord^* 8fc. 



€€ 
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Oh ! Lord of hosts ! who art both wonderful 
in counsel^ and excellent in working, and 
whom it hath pleased that in Christ Jesus all 
fulness should dwell, dispense to us, who are 
now met before Thee, out of that fulness, grace 
sufficient for all the requirements and exigen- 
cies of our pilgrimage — grace by day, grace 
by night ; yea, Lord, living grace and dying 
grace also, that so Uving or dying we may 
be Thine. We bless Thee for the provision 
Thou hast suppUed to us this day, for the 
wauts of time and the needs of the body ; for 
the home that shelters us, and the many com- 
forts Thou scatterest along our path, so that 
every step is marked by the traces of Thy 
love. We thank Thee for the ties that endear 
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and sweeten home; and as we look around 
and see them still undiminished, still unde- 
cayed, we acknowledge both the love that gave 
and the love that still spares them. Yet, 
Lord, what is even all this to that fulness of 
redeeming, pardoning, justifying, and sancti- 
fying grace, which Thou hast laid up in store in 
Thy beloved Son for all that come unto Thee 
by Him, never faihng, never lessening,~as 
abundant y^esterday as it has been to day, and 
as it will be evermore. We feel. Lord, every 
day the cravings of time — we have laboured 
for the provision of the day, and toiled in the 
sweat of our brow and the anxiety of our 
heart for the things that are to perish with the 
using, for the riches that may make to them- 
selves wings and flee away : but what hast 
Thou to testify of us this day as to heavenly 
things ? Oh ! give us to desire more earnestly, 
to come more boldly, to labour more faithfully 
that we fail not, nor even seem to fall short of 
that rest which remaineth for the people of 
God, that neither Thou, Lord, nor those that 
behold us, may have cause to say of any of us 
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that we have been more earnest and diligent 
to lay up a store for time, than to have an 
interest in those unsearchable riches that are 
laid up in the fulness of Christ. 

We gratefully acknowledge too, O Lord, 
the provision of rest, which in Thy tender 
love. Thou preparest every night for the worn 
and the weary ; that " we can lie down and 
not be a&aid, yea, that we can he down and 
our sleep be sweet." Yes ! loving Father ! 
how sweet is sleep to the weary, how gratefdl 
is rest to the soffering and the worn ! and yet, 
Lord, a « but to rLw for fartto toil L 
strengthen for more endurance ; and when to- 
morrow dawns, we shaU again arise and go 
forth to our labours, our cares, and it may be, 
our sufferings, till the evening. But, oh ! mer- 
ciful and compassionate Redeemer, give us to 
long for, and do Thou guide us to that ever- 
lasting rest, which is laid up in store in Thine 
abundant and overflowing fulness — the rest, 
which knows no morrow's waking for sin, and 
toil, and sorrow. And while we are yet in 
life, while Thou continuest us here, and givest 
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each of us our work to do, cause us to hear 
Thy loving voice alike in the day-time and in 
the night-season, caUing us to come unto Thee 
that we may find rest unto our souls ; not 
alone from the cares, and turmoils, and anxie- 
ties of life, but rest in Thee, and in Thy love 
— ^rest in the sweet assurance that our sins are 
blotted oui and that we are at peace with 
God. 

Oh! that each one here before Thee may 
this night be at rest — ^the taking of rest in 
sleep, as well as the peace of God, keeping 
our hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord ! Oh ! that the youngest may even now 
in the day, of iheir ohJaioS .od Ldr yonft 
acquaint themselves with God and be at peace 
—and the very God of peace sanctify us 
whoUy, preserving our whole spirit, and soul, 
and body blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

" Our Father'' ^c 

" The grace of our Lord" 8fc. 
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Lord of all power and might ! before whose 
throne aii&;els and archanfi^els do bow and obey; 
Th»u wl^ inh.bil«rZmty, mi in whi 
sight all the nations in the world are but as a 
drop in the bucket ; what are we, the least of 
all Thy families, that we should be admitted 
into Thy presence. Not in our own righte- 
ousness, for all our very righteousnesses are 
but as filthy rags ; but, Lord, Thou hast in 
Thy very tenderness dedared, that though the 
heavens be Thy throne, and the earth Tby 
£Dotstool^ and Thine hands have made all 
things, yet Thou wilt look even to him that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and that tr6m- 
bleth at Thy word. Give unto us that broken 
and contrite heart, which Thou wilt not despise 
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• — stretch out the golden sceptre of Thy right- 
eousnessy even the righteousness of God, which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon 
all them that believe ; that we may lay held 
upon it, and be admitted as poor and perish- 
ing suppUants for Thy favour. 

Lord I in ourselves we are ready to perish, 
we cannot stand before Thee by reason of our 
sin ; but with Thee is plenteous redemption, 
even the forgiveness of all our sins. Yet while 
we ask for mercy and pardon at Thy hands, 
give us ever to remember, that though there 
is, yea, and because there is forgiveness with 
Thee, it is that Thou mayest be feared. Oh ! 
suffer not then Thy pardoning mercy to pro- 
duce in any one of us an indifference to sin, 
or a careless unconcern, as if it were a Ught 
and trifling thing in Thy sight. In all our 
walk this day preserve in us a holy fear of 
offending Thee, and grieving Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may rather suffer anything than con- 
sent unto the least sin. Alas ! Lord, sin will 
cleave unto us — sin is ever present with us — 
in our flesh dwelleth no good thing; and 
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there is one at hand ever ready to suggest to 
our deceitfdl hearts and perverse inclinations, 
'^ Is it not a Uttle one ?'' Let not such a plea 
ever find admission, ever prevail in any of our 
hearts — ^put it far from us, and cause us ever 
to reject and to abhor it as the device of him 
that is Thine enemy and ours. We are going 
forth into a world, which makes light of sin — 
O Lord, preserve us from aU compUances with 
its maxims and its practices which may weaken 
our own abhorrence of sin. Keep us espe- 
cially from that fear of man, which not only 
bringeth a snare, but would entangle and 
hinder us in the closeness of our walk with 
Thee. Give us boldness to confess ourselves 
Thy disciples before men, and strength to 
abide by our solemn resolution to serve Thee 
fully, and do nothing contrary to Thy word 
and will, that so Lord, Thou mayest in that 
day confess us before Thy Father, which is in 
heaven. Suffer us not in our folly to fall in 
with those laxer notions and principles, which 
the world goeth about to establish, especially 
as regards Thy Sabbaths ; and while in our 
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own hearts we feel and enjoy their blessedness 
to ourselves, give us that spirit of Christian 
love, which may manfully resist every en- 
croachment that would lessen the precious pri- 
vilege to another's soul, and that holy energy 
to denounce every attempt to put a snare in a 
brother or a sister's way, by teaching that 
Christian Uberiy may set aside Thy command- 
ment. 

And, Lord, in our occupations this day may 
we be so looking forward to and bearing in 
mind the holy enjoyment and work of the 
morrow, and so regulating our own and our 
household's work, that our minds may not 
carry the distractions and anxieties of the 
week, to interrupt or diminish the repose 
and quiet of Thy Sabbath. 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake, in whose 
Name as well as words we would end our 
prayer. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 



'atartat} i^iglrt. 



Oh, eternal and invisible God ! who, though 
we see Thee not, art ever nigh unto every one 
of us ; who alike compasseth our path by day, 
and our walk by night, and spiest out not 
only the way in which our feet tread, but the 
thoughts which our hearts think and the ima- 
ginations in which we indulge; make dean our 
hearts, and renew right spirits within us, that 
as Thine eye looketh, it may behold no unholy, 
no unrighteous thought, or unguarded step. 
Yea, rather. Lord, with Thine apostle may we 
pray, that, though we see Thee not, though 
our bodily eyes as yet be holden, and we can- 
not see the King in His beauty, nor behold 
the land that is very far off, yet may we love 
Thee, and, beUeving, rejoice with joy unspeak- 
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able and full of glory. Oh, Jesus ! be Thou 
precious unto us, the chiefest among ten thou- 
sand ! Oh, that our love were more like unto 
that love wherewith Thou hast loved us, whiqh 
many waters could not quench, neither could 
the floods drown. Spirit of God! shed abroad 
that love of Jesus in our hearts, draw us that 
we may run after Him and find Him whom 
our soul loveth. 

Blessed Saviour ! we began the week with 
praying for a holy longing of our souls unto 
Thee, and we would close it with the same. 
Be Thou the Alpha and Omega, the begmning 
and the ending of all our prayers, all our 
desires, — ^yea, and when prayer shall be no 
more, and when faith and hope are no longer 
needed. to uphold and cheer our pilgrim steps, 
still may we take up the glorious theme in 
heaven, and join in the new song unto the 
Lamb that was slain, for ever and ever! But, 
Lord, while the precious privilege of prayer on 
earth is still continued unto us, oh, grant that 
our hearts may ever be going forth in prayer, 
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not for ourselves alone, our own wants, our 
own needs, and our own sorrows — but for all 
— for every one under this roof — ^the young 
ones and the aged ones — ^the Mend that is 
sojourning among us. and the guest that tar- 
rieth but a night — the master and the servant, 
the mistress and the maiden. Oh ! may we 
be aU united in the best bonds of Christian 
love and fellowship, and wheresoever Thou 
appointest hereafter their various habitations, 
make their house a house of prayer, and every 
soul within it a temple of the Holy Ghost. 
Bless too our Queen, that her throne may be 
established in righteousness, and. Lord, grant 
to our country not only that peace and happi- 
ness, truth and justice, but religion and piety 
may be estabhshed unto all generations. Look 
too with the favour that Thou bearest unto 
Thy chosen on Thy church on earth, still 
miUtant, still warring against principaUties and 
powers, and rulers of the darkness . of this 
world : heal our unseemly divisions, pour out 
upon us a spirit of love and forbearance, that 
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wheresoever Thy Gospel is preached in sin- 
cerity and truth, we may love him that 
preacheth it. 

Be Lord, with Thy ministers in every place, 
in every land ; may Thy banner over every 
worshipper to-morrow be love, and may each 
and every one return to their home praising 
Thee, and henceforth walking in the fear of 
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost. Add too, we pray Thee, unto us 
daily such as shall be saved; bring home, 
Lord, Thy true Israel every where ; make up 
the number of Thine elect, hasten Thy king- 
dom: that all Thy redeemed may loin in 
scribing songs of everhsting prsi Jo Him 
that sitteth upon the throne for ever and ever, 
even Jesus Christ to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit be glory, and power, and 
dominion now and for evermore. 

" Our Father/' ^c. 

" The ^r ace of our Lord/* ^c. 
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Lord 1 Thou liast said, ^' If a man love Me, 
he will keep My words/' Impress, we be^ 
seech Thee, this solemn trath on all our hearts 
this day, that we may enter into serious self- 
examkiion .ad quLtiod.^ of our con- 
sciences, whether we do in deed and in truth 
love Thee. This day, gracious Lord, is Thy 
banquet prepared, all things are ready : and 
who are the guests Thou hast invited ? The 
poor, the maimed, the halt, and the blind — 
even us, who are now kneeUng before Thee. 
Thou hast sent a message even to us, '' Come 



^ 



SUPPLEMENTAL PRATERS. 229 

ye to My feast, yea, come without money and 
without price." And are we, Lord, ready to 
answer, "Thy servant heareth," "Thy servant 
obeyeth." Oh! that we may love Thee as we 
ought, that this may be our reply to-day, and 
we be found guests at Thy table ! Oh ! that 
we may go thither adoring and praising Thy 
love, which hath spread such rich provision by 
the way for poor perishing sinners. Hungry 
and thirsty, our souls would have fainted in us 
—oh! then let the redeemed of the Lord, 
whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy, praise the Lord for His goodness, and 
for His wonderful works to the children of 
men! 

Blessed Jesus ! let Thy banner over us be 
love ; and as Thou invitest and preparest all 
things, so prepare our hearts. Take away the 
filthy garments from us, and clothe us with 
change of raiment, even with the spotless robe 
of Thine own righteousness ; that, when the 
King Cometh in and seeth the guests whom 
Thou hast brought in, washed and made clean 
in Thine own blood, and clothed in white rai- 
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ment^ He maybe well pleased vnth us for 
Thy sake. We presume not to come trusting 
in our own righteousness ; we are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the '. crmnbs under 
Thy table : but. Lord, be this the day of Thy 
power; make us only willing and obedient 
that we may eat, and our souls be satisfied, 
and that we may henceforth go on our way 
strengthened and refreshed, and rejoicing in 
those tokens and pledges of Thy dying love, 
which Thou this day vouchsafest to those that 
wait on Thee. 

'' Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord'' 8fc 



/nr tilt jgigtrt after ttit Crietata 



And now, Lord, ere we close the prayer and 
the thanksgivings of the day, let our song go 
up before Thee for the great things Thou hast 
done unto us, and for the blessed foretaste 
Thou hast given us of the far greater things 
laid up in store for them that love Thee. We 
have been guests at Thy table ; we have eaten 
and drank in Thy presence, yea, and Thyself 
hath come and ministered unto us, and Thine 
own voice said unto us, ^* Eat, friends, 
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved/' 
Lord ! we have done as Thou hast bidden us, 
and have found Thine own promise true, that 
" in blessing Thou hast blessed us/' Oh ! 
let us never rest in the mere outward ele- 
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ments, even of Thine own appointing, and 
Thine own providing: the flesh, even if it 
were there, could profit nothing, it is the 
Spirit, Thine own Holy Spirit that quickeneth 
and giveth life. Send to us Thy Holy Spirit, 
that He may come unto us this night and 
speak peace to our souls ; that He may take, 
Lord, of Thine and shew it unto us, shew how 
sin is pardoned and blotted out in Thy blood 
-how Thme o™ tighteou«.e.. is ert.bli,hed 
and set up as an everlasting righteousness — 
and how he that is Thine enemy and ours, 
even the prince of this world, is judged, and 
his head for ever bruised. Let not sin hence 
forth reign any more in our mortal bodies, but 
give us grace and strength to walk as be- 
cometh those whom Thou hast brought into 
the King^s presence-chamber, and made us 
kings and priests unto God and Thy Eather ; 
unto Thee be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Our Father,'' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord,'' Sfc. 






Suntlrtr 1^x^tt Ux tire Ifinrtting n! 
E Bmkx muBm 



God of love and of great mercy! who in 
Thine abundant provision for the wayfering 
and the weary hast spread and furnished a 
table even in the wilderness^ and sendest down 
bread from heaven^ more precious than angels' 
food, or the manna that fed Thy people, even 
the flesh of the Son of Man and His blood, 
of which whosoever eateth and drinketh hath 
eternal life> and Thou wilt raise him up at the 
last day— we bless Thy holy Name that even 
unto us, and to our children is this promise. 
How poor. Lord, how inferior the type even of 
that miraculous food with which Thou feddest 
Thy people Israel, for that saw corruption, and 
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they that ate of it died; but the true and 
living bread, which came down from heaven, 
even Thine own eternal Son, His soul was not 
left in the grave, neither did His flesh see 
corruption; and whoso eateth of this bread 
shall live for ever ! 

Lord 1 we are this day going to Thy table, 
at which, under the elements of bread and 
wine, is represented and signified unto us Thy 
body and Thy blood — ^that body broken and 
that blood poured out upon the cross for our 
sins and for our sakes. Oh 1 give us such a 
sight and sense of sin, which nothing but the 
blood of the Son could wash away, that we 
may never by our sins, crucify the Lord of 
life afresh, and put Him to an open shame. 
Eeveal unto us some measure of that won- 
drous love, which was content to leave Thy 
father's bosom, and could stoop to take our 
nature upon Thee — which neither the agony 
of Gethsemane could quench, nor the conflict 
of Calvary destroy. Oh 1 whfle we are this 
day at Thy table, may the remembrance of 
this great love, wherewith Thou hast loved us. 
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be brought home to all our hearts by Thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may cry out in wonder, 
love, and praise, ^' Lord ! what is man that 
Thou hast so remembered him, or the Son of 
Man that Thou hast so visited him P" 

And while we thus pray for ourselves, and 
those who shall be fellow-guests at Thy table 
with us, give us. Lord, to bear upon our 
hearts before Thee those of our family, whose 
tender years admit not of their accompanying 
us as yet : may they, gracious Father, be so 
taught of Thee, and so trained by us in the 
love of this and all Thy holy ordinances, that 
when at length, if mutually spared, we shall 
say to them, ** Come thou with us, and we 
will do thee good,'* they may be ready to an- 
swer, " We will go vrith you, for we have 
heard that God is with you,^* 

Grant this for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

''Our Father*' ^c. 

" The grace of cm Lord^^ Sfc. 



fnt tjrt €mi% rf tjrt mm Jaq. 



Oh ! blessed Jesus ! whose Holj Spirit has 
recorded of Thee, that havisg loved Thine 
own which were in the world, Thou didst love 
them unto the end, and who, in the fulness 
of that love, on the same night in which Thou 
wert betrayed, didst institute that holy supper 
of which we have been this day partakers, keep 
US stedfast iQ all holy resolutions, that we 
may neither deny nor forsake Thee. Alas ! 
Thpu suffering Saviour ! how poor and feeble 
is all our strength and all our vaunted vows, 
unless Thou stand by to succour and uphold. 
He that desired to have Peter and the rest of 
Thy disciples, even when Thou wert with 
them, that he might sift them as wheat, stiU 
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desires to have us. As Thou, Lord, didst 
pray for them, pray Thou for us that our 
faith fail not, that we may be Thine and con- 
tinue Thine for ever. 

And when. our occupations shall again lead 
us to-morrow into the midst of a careless and 
ungodly world, keep alive in us, O Lord, the 
remembrance of this day's solemn ordinance, 
that we may not dishonour Thee by any sinful 
conformity to its practices, or any cowardly 
shrinking from its taunts and its reproaches. 
Rather, Lord, give us that spirit of Christian 
love, which may lead us to pray for them 
who have set at nought Thy loving invitations, 
have counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith Thou wert sanctified, an unholy 
thing and done despite unto the spirit of 
grace. Open, Lord, their eyes, that they 
may look on Him, whom they have pierced, 
and mourn when they see those wounds, with 
which Thou hast been wounded in the house 
of Thy friends. 

Hear us, Lord, for ourselves and all 
who love Thee; hear us too for them that 
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love Thee not, for the sake of Him that died 
for all, and would not that any should perish, 
even Jesus Christy Amen. 

" Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord'' Sfc. 



tire /amilt}. 



Heavenly Father! in whom we live and move 
and have our being, who gavest us our Ufe at 
the first, and hast continued it unto this day. 
We bless Thy holy Name in behalf of Aim, 
whom Thou hast this day permitted to see an- 
other anniversary of his birth. Give unto 
Aim grace to make this day a day of much 
blessedness, by making it a day of much 
communion with Thee and with Ais own spirit. 
Let it not be a day of thoughtless and unre- 
flecting pleasure and festivity alone, but while 
we alike rejoice in the gift of another year, 
may it be a year of progress in holy things. 
We thank. Thee, Lord, for every recurrence 
of the day that recalls Thy first gift of life, 
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and the mercy that still continues the gift ; 
and while we ask for Thy blessing on his path 
this year, may he never forget that this is not 
his home, and that dear and close as the ties 
may be that now bind him to it, they must 
one day be severed, and the earthly home 
pass away. Make him then a child of Thine, 
adopt him into Thine own family, that he may 
be ever looking onwards to that inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for all the chil- 
dren of Thy family. 

We dare not, we presume not. Lord, to 
pray that Thou wouldest keep him from the 
sorrows of the world, yet while he is in the 
world, keep him, we beseech Thee, from the 
evil of it, from its sin and its portion. And 
as years pass on, may every added one be 
marked by growth in grace and wisdom as 
well as stature, that, like Thine own holy 
child Jesus, he too may increase in favour with 
God and man. Amen. 

'' Our Father,'' ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord,'' 8fc. 



itt u time nf lirteeaH. 



God of all mercy ! who hast bidden us in 
every time of trouble to come unto Thee, and 
to bring every care, and sorrow, and anxiety 
unto Thee, and to cast it on Thee, yea, Father, 
and to leave it with Thee ; we pray Thee in 
behalf of the sick one now detained from our 
family-gathering, and no longer able to join 
with us in the social worship. While, there- 
fore, we praise Thee for the blessing of health 
still continued to ourselves, let us pray espe- 
cially for him who is lying on Ms bed of sick- 
ness and suffering. Be Thou present, Lord, 
in his chamber, and though the bodily eye see 
Thee not, nor the ear hear Thee, yet let him 

E 
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feel that Thou art indeed very nigh unto him^ 
even about his bed. In Thy condescending 
dealings with himy make Thou his bed in all 
his sickness; even as a loving parent or a 
tender nurse, bow down Thine ear to catch 
the feeble whisperings of the voice, or it may 
be, the unuttered cry of the heart. Sanctify 
Thy present dispensation to him, that it may 
produce not only calm and patient acquies- 
cence in Thy will, and an unmurmuring spirit 
at all Thy ways on earth, but a growing 
meetness and preparedness for that inheritance 
which Thou hast laid up in store for them 
that love Thee. Bless, Lord, if it be Thy 
will, the means used for his recovery, and in 
Thy mercy grant him a speedy return among 
us, that he may once more lift up his voice of 
praise and thanksgiving in our own circle, as 
well as in the great congregation. 

And while we pray for our brother that this 
Thy dispensation may be overruled to his pre- 
sent and eternal good ; suffer not, we beseech 
Thee, its salutary teaching to pass away un- 
heeded by any of us, and so give us to num- 



SUPPLEMENTAL PRATERS. 243 

ber our own days that we may apply our 
hearts unto true wisdom, that when Thou 
shalt call us to the bed of sickness, or the bed 
of death, we may have grace to say, " Even 
so. Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy 
sight." Amen. 

''Our Father r ^c, 

" The grace of our Lord'^ Sfc. 



r2 






O God of love ! who hast assured us that 
Thou dost not afflict willingly, nor grieve ejiy 
of Thy children— in our distress we come 
unto Thee, in our anguish we cry unto Thee : 
Lord I we murmur not — ^we would not rebel 
at whatsoever Thy will concerning us may be ; 
but, oh loving Father, in mercy stay Thine 
hand; say to the destroying angel, ''It is 
enough;" find out, blessed Lord, a way in 
which Thou canst be gracious unto us, let not 
this evil fall upon us, let not death come nigh 
ourdweUing. In this our hour of sorrow we 
too would send unto Thee, and say, '' Lord ! 
Ae whom Thou lovest is sick ;" and, oh ! that 
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we may hear Thy loving answer, " This sick- 
ness is not unto death." Yet, oh compas- 
sionate Eedeemer, who in all our afflictions 
art Thyself afflicted, give us grace, give us 
strength, give us holy submission to say in 
Thine own words, " Not my will, but Thine 
be done !'* " If this cup of bitterness may 
not pass away from us, except we drink it. 
Thy will be done !" Grant, Lord, that he 
for whom we pray, may find Thee a very 
present help in this his time of trouble ; may 
he feel Thine own everlasting arms beneath 
hiniy bearing him safely through. As he 
walketh through the fires, be Thou with him, 
and let not the deep waters, through which 
he is now passing, overwhelm him; speak 
peace to his soul, say unto him, " It is I, be 
not afraid; I am thy salvation.*' And if, 
Lord, it be Thy will that he must enter the 
dark valley of the shadow of death, may Thy 
rod and Thy staff uphold, and Thy Holy 
Spirit comfort him. Speak words of comfort 
too to our souls ; and in this our time of deep 
trial may we feel that not even for a small 
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moment hast Thou forsaken us, but with 
great mercies, and with everlasting kindness 
art Thou dealing with us all. Amen. 

" Our Father^ 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord^ 8fc. 






" LoED ! Thou hast been our refuge from one 
generation to another/' was the declaration 
of Thy servant Moses in the day of his dis- 
tress ; and our fathers have told us how they 
cried unto Thee in the day of their calamity, 
and were holpen ; and how Thou gavest them 
grace to help in their time of need. God of 
all consolation ! we too come unto Thee in 
this our day of sorrow, for Thou hast torn, 
and Thou alone canst heal, Thou hast smitten 
and Thou only canst bind us up. 

We would. Lord, be dumb before Thee, as 
to ought of murmuring, for it is Thy doing — 
we ask not, wherefore contendest Thou with 
us, for we know that in very faithfulness hast 
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Thou afflicted us, and brought aU this trial 
and sorrow upon us. Yet, Lord, look upon 
us in mercy and in love this day — this day of 
real bitterness and bereavement. Dry Thou 
the mourners' tears; yea, rather, Lord, as in 
the days of Thy flesh. Thou didst Thyself weep 
over the grave of him Thou lovedst, may we 
feel that Thou art ready to go with us even to 
the grave, and there Thyself share our every 
sorrow. We shall not indeed hear Thy voice 
of love saying to our departed one this day, 
" Come forth :" " I sav unto thee arise ;" but 
God of the spirits of all flesh ! we shall hear 
Thine own blessed words of peace and holy 
comfort, telling us that Thou art the Resur- 
rection and the Life, and that he that believeth 
in Thee, though he be dead, yet shall he live. 
Lord ! we believe — help Thou our unbelief ! 
and ere we deposit in the grave all that re- 
mains on earth of Mm we have so loved, may 
faith triumphant carry us onwards to that 
coming hour, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
shall live. 
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Lord ! we pray not for the departed — 
prayer for him is ended : the grave cannot 
praise Thee, death cannot celebrate Thee, — 
the living, the living, oh God of all love, for 
them, for them we pray — for the smitten ones 
of this family, for the bereaved and the de- 
solate ones. Speak Thou comfort to the 
mourners and the grieved in spirit, tell them 
that though the mountains depart, and the 
hills be removed, though earthly props be 
taken away, and human cisterns shattered so 
as to hold no water, yet Thy kindness will 
never depart, nor the covenant of Thy peace 
be removed. Give, Lord, unto each of us 
that spirit of holy and loving obedience and 
submission to Thy will in this and every dis- 
pensation, that we may have grace to say, 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord." 

And when, in Thine own appointed time, 
the hour shall come to us that we too shall lie 
down in the grave and others mourn for us, as 
we are mourning this day, we too may rest in 
Thee, as our hope is this our brother doth. 
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Oh ! give us grace so to walk as pilgrims and 
strangers upon earth, setting not our poor 
affections so much on these fraU and perishing 
ties that make separation so painful, as looking 
upwards and onwards to that better home, 
where Thou shalt wipe away all tears from our 
eyes, and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying. Even so, come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 

Out Father'' 8fc. 

The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 



it 






And now. Lord, amid the many mercies for 
which we have such abundant cause to bless 
Thee, the health, and the strength, and the 
exemption from pain and suffering which Thou 
hast vouchsafed unto us, let our hearts this 
morning go up with a louder song of praise 
and thanksgiving, that Thou hast heard our 
prayers, and restored this our brother to 
health, and permitted him once more to re- 
sume his^ place among us, and mingle his 
prayers with ours. How joyful and pleasant a 
thing it is to be thankful — to trace Thy hand, 
and own Thy love in every mercy, and recog- 
nize in each not only an answer to our prayer, 
but, gracious Father, to know and to feel how 
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effectual hath been the intercession, how 
mighty the pleading, how all-sufficient the 
work and merits of Him who has Himself 
presented our prayers before Thy throne sprin- 
kled with His own blood, and has returned 
them to us laden with all the blessings of re- 
deeming love. Oh! let not this season of 
detention in a sick chamber have been without 
its fruit; and though at the time. Lord, 
Thine hand was heavy upon himy and Thy 
chastisement seemed not joyous, but grievous, 
yet let it now yield the peaceable fruits of righ- 
teousness in that closer walk with Thee, and 
that more entire resting on the finished work 
of Him who alone bringeth salvation. Grant 
Am, that he may more and more evidence 
that he has been taught by Thy Holy Spirit 
in this school of sickness, and may have 
abundant cause to acknowledge in his future 
course that it has been good for him that he 
has been afflicted. 

Precious indeed, Lord, are the lessons 
Thou teachest Thy children in the hours of 
sickness, when Thy Holy Spirit leadeth to 



SUPPLEMENTAL PEATERS. 253 

solemn communion and meditation, and taketh 
of the things of Jesus and sheweth them unto 
us in the hght and balance of eternity — oh ! 
grant unto this our brother^ that these holy 
truths, so taught and so learned, may not be 
forgotten, nor even dimmed amid the retvm- 
ing pursuits and engagements of active life, 
but that he may henceforth die indeed unto 
sin, and rise again unto righteousness, and 
dafly proceed in aU virtue and godliness of 
living. Amen. 

" Our Father r ^c. 

" The grace of our Lord^ ^c. 



J^t^n kt tjie MnrntHg nf a 
CtiriBtmiiig iaq. 



Oh, almighty and most merciful God ! with- 
out the aid of whose Holy Spirit, nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy, and whose tender 
mercies are over all Thy works, feeding the 
young ravens, and caring even for the tiny 
sparrow ! Are not we, gracious Father, much 
better than they? Is not the soul of the 
weakest, and the feeblest, and the youngest 
for which Jesus died, far more precious in 
Thy sight than all the fowls of the air, or the 
cattle on a thousand hills, and costing more 
to redeem than all the corruptible things of 
earth, even the blood of Thine own eternal 
Son. We beseech Thee, Lord, to look in 
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mercy on tbe little one in this family, whom 
we are this day to present unto Thee, that 
he may be taken into covenant with Thee, 
grafted into the body of Thy church, and 
called one of Thine own adopted and elect 
children. 

Give, we beseech Thee, unto its parents 
that earnest and lively faith, that gushing 
forth of their hearts unto Thee in prayer, that 
lifting up of the strong cry of supplication on 
behalf of this their child, that as it is out- 
wardly washed with the consecrated water of 
baptism, so it may be regenerated and made 
a new creature in Christ Jesus by Thy Holy 
Spirit. 

Grant too that those who this day under- 
take the solemn office of sponsors to this 
infant may be themselves given to much 
prayer, and have experienced in their own 
hearts the saving change from death unto life, 
which may lead them to be earnest with Thee 
in prayer for this little one, whom they are 
bringing unto Thee to place in Thine arms, 
and beseech Thy love for it. 
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Give too unto us the various members of 
this family, even at this moment to plead 
with Thee for the same — suflter, Lord, this 
little child to come unto Thee — ^forbid him 
not — reject Aim not. Take Mm into Thine 
own arms and bless him, that he may be 
sealed Thine this day, and for evermore by 
Thine own Holy Spirit, to the glory of Thy 
great Name in Christ Jesus our Saviour and 
Redeemer. Amen. 

'' Our Father;' 8fc. 

" The grace of our Lord^ Sfc. 



nf Mml 



God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of 
Jacob ! who though Thou hast for a season 
cast off, yet hast not for ever cast away Thy 
people Israel, we beseech Thee, to look with 
returning love on Thine ancient people, as 
Thou usedst to do, when they cried unto Thee 
because of their oppressors, and Thou heardest 
them and deliveredst them out of their dis- 
tresses. Speak peace unto Jerusalem; give 
deliverance and salvation unto Zion, gather 
together the outcasts of Israel. Hasten, O 
Lord, that glorious day when the Deliverer 
shall come out of Sion and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob — ^when Jews and Gen- 

8 
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tfles shall all meet as brethren in Christ Jesus, 

■ 

and Israel's gathering shall herald in Thine 
own glorious advent. Yea, Lord, hasten that 
predicted time, when Thou wilt perform the 
truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, 
which Thou swearest unto their fathers from 
the days of old. 

Give unto us that kindly spirit of brotherly 
love towards our Jewish brethren, and grateful 
remembrance of what we ourselves owe to 
them, how that in their fall we have been 
made rich, and in their diminishing we have 
been increased. Oh ! blessed Jesus ! may we 
ever remember that in the days of Thy flesh 
Thou wert Thyself a Jew, and that holy Jews 
of old spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost, and unto them was committed the 
keeping of those precious oracles of Thy word, 
which are stUl the Christian's richest treasure. 
O grant to us the earnest desire to repay the 
vast debt we owe to Jewish love and Jevrish 
work by more zealous endeavours, and more 
fervent prayers for them. Bless every society 
that cares and labours for Israel's good— pros- 
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per Thou their handywork, and make them 
instruments in Thine hand for Thy own pur- 
poses of love and reconciliation to Thy long 
afflicted, but never utterly forsaken people. 
Oh, Lord 1 speak comfortably to Jerusalem, 
say unto her that her warfare is accomplished, 
her captivity broken, her dispersion ended, 
and her iniquity pardoned : that, as she hath 
received double of the Lord's hands for her 
sins, so she may now receive double mercy 
and blessing for the great love wherewith 
Thou hast loved us, that from their lips and 
hearts as well as ours may go forth unto Thee 
that earnest cry — "Even so — come Lord 
Jesus — come quickly/* 

Out Father^' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 






s2 
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Almighty God who didst so love the world 
that Thou gavest Thine only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have everiasting life, and who 
hast declared of Thyself, that Thou are not 
willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to- repentance, fulfQ, Lord, the 
desires of Thine own heart — ^let not the hea- 
then perish — send, Lord, and call them all 
to repentance from the rising up of the sun 
unto the going down of the same. And, oh, 
loving Saviour ! who didst with Thy last 
charge on earth commission Thy messengers 
to go into all the earth and preach the Gospel 
to every creature, grant unto us such a por- 
tion of Thy love for the poor outcast heathen, 
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that we too may care for them and seek to do 
them good. Yea, Lord, Thou mayest truly say 
to us, — "And such were all of you" — once out- 
cast — once heathen, " but ye are washed, but 
ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God." And who. Lord, hath made us to 
diflfer? whose eye saw us lying in our blood 
and uncleanness, and said unto us, " Live" — 
whose hand was stretched out to pluck us as 
brands out of the burning ? And should not 
we. Lord, have compassion on our fellow- 
heathen, even as Thou hadst pity on us? 

Give us. Lord, more clearly to see our 
obligation in this matter — make us more self- 
denying, more willing to spend and be spent 
in these labours of love. Give us grace not 
only as individuals, but as a Christian family, 
receiving Thine own daily bounties to our- 
selves, to take such part, as we best can, in 
all Missionary work ; not only giving accord" 
ing to our means, and aiding by our personal 
exertion, but being more earnest in prayer, 
more bold in faith, more importunate in sup- 
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plications in behalf of this society, and every 
kindred institution at home and abroad that 
they may be faithful to Thee, to truth, and to 
the work Thou hast given them to do. May 
they be a means of grace to others, and a 
blessing to the souls of those engaged in these 
labours of love, through the intercession of 
our great High Priest, even Jesus Christ. 

Our Father'' 8fc. 

The grace of our Lord'' 8fc. 



it 



^mqer no tjit Jfi0rtiiiig nf a 
Cnufinnatte iaq. 



Oh ! Almighty God ! whose written word is 
so abundantly stored with caUs to the young, 
and precepts, and precious promises for the 
young, and who in the days of Thine own 
flesh didst vouchsafe such an excellent pattern 
for godly youth, when Thou wentest into the 
temple to hear and to ask of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of heaven ; look down, 
we beseech Thee, with especial favour on these 
young ones of our family, who are this day to 
seal with their own lips, and avouch with their 
own words, and engage with their own hearts 
to be Thy faithful soldiers and servants unto 
their lives^ end. Oh I that they may in their 



\ 
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previous time of preparation have solemnly 
communed with their own hearts, and sought 
of Thee guidance and strength — oh ! that tAejf 
may now in the full consciousness of what 
they are about to undertake, and the convic- 
tion of their own inability to do aught in tieir 
own strength, pour out tieir hearts before 
Thee for grace, and wisdom, and support. 
Bless, Lord, the instruction which has been 
given to them — hear the prayers that have 
been offered up for tkem — hear the prayers 
that have gone forth from tAeir own hearts ; 
and grant that this approaching rite of con- 
firmation may be indeed a season of precious 
seed-sowing, of which eternity alone may teU 
the ripened and the gathered increase. Pour 
out upon them this day and evermore, we 
beseech Thee, the anointing of Thine owu 
Holy Spirit that tkey may henceforth more 
and more live upon Christ and His fulness, 
that they may be ever looking up to Thee for 
fresh supplies of daily grace and strength to 
walk as Thy disciples in the midst of a care- 
less or a sneering world : and having received 
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help from the Holy Ghost they may be enabled 
ever to overcome, yea, and be more than con- 
querors over sin and self, over the world and 
the devil, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Our Father y^ 8fc. 

The grace of our Lord^ Sfc. 
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Oh, Lord God ! by whom alone our lives are 
continued in being, we would, in this solemn 
hour when another year of this mortal life is 
closing upon us, gather together before Thee 
the members of our household, that we may 
spend its last moments in prayer. It is in- 
deed. Lord, a solemn hour, in which we are now 
met, and solemn should be the communings 
and earnest the prayers it should call forth : 
and if Thou biddest us pass all the time of our 
sojourning here in godly fear, surely, Lord, 
the knell of a departing year should not be 
heard amid heedless mirth or idle festivity. 
How many blessings gracious Father, have we 
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to record of Thy gift and of Thy goodness 
during this year now closing upon us — ^bless- 
ings daily and hourly bestowed, blessings too 
in many an instance denied to, or withheld 
from others, and yet vouchsafed to us. Hav- 
ing received help of Thee, we therefore con- 
tinue unto this day. and that too with no 
diminished store ; yea, rather, and Thou hast 
now abundantly added the mercies of another 
year to those that have already passed. But, 
loving Father, have we rendered unto Thee 
according as Thou hast done unto us P has the 
passing year no record in Thy book of sins 
committed, and duties omitted? is there no 
register with Thee of opportunities neglected 
and warnings slighted, of trials unimproved, 
and afflictions unsanctified ? Alas! Lord! we 
cannot recall past deeds, any more than we 
can recall past time — ^the days and the months 
that are gone have abeady given in their wit- 
ness against us, and now the testimony of a 
whole year is gone up before Thee. Oh! that 
we may in this its last hour lie low in the 
dust for the sins that have stained its course. 



i 



268 SUPPLEMENTAL PRATERS. 

and the infirmites that have marked our steps. 
And, Lord, give ns grace so to examine our 
own hearts, that we may know also what is 
the testimony of this closing year as to our 
conduct one towards another, as members of 
the same family and heirs of the same hope, 
Alas, too, in this respect how much hast Thou 
seen amiss, Lord, how much of unkindness 
of heart, of hastiness of manner, and bitter- 
ness of speech — how little of that mutual for- 
bearance and bearing of one another's burdens, 
and that spirit of Christian love which should 
be the badge of Thy children in every stage of 
their pilgrimage on earth. Lord! blot out 
the record that is against us of this year's 
transgressions, «>noel the tad-writing. ««t 
it into the depths of the sea, remember it no 
more for the sake of him whose blood cleanseth 
from aU sin. 

And if in mercy Thou permittest us to see 
the beginning of the coming year, and earnest 
us in safety to its close, let it be. Lord, we 
pray Thee, a year of increasing holiness, as 
well as temporal blessing — ^a pouring forth of 
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spiritual mercies on our souls, as well as a 
sufficiency of earthly goods. And in this hour 
of the gushing forth of the best feelings and 
affections of our hearts, when love is in every 
heart, and blessings and good wishes on every 
tongue, if there be. Lord, aught of ill-wiQ in 
any, aught of remembered wrong against a 
brother or a sister, oh ! let us leave as it were 
our gift before Thy altar, and be reconciled to 
our brother, ere the year close upon our 
wrath. 

How many prayers. Lord, are at this mo- 
ment going up before Thee— from how many 
Christian homes — how many Christian hearts ! 
Remember, Lord, in this hour all the loved 
and absent ones of our mutual families, that 
their prayers may be going up for us, as ours 
for them, that we may be all members one of 
another, and of Thy family in Christ Jesus. 
And when earthly years for ever close, and 
time shall be no more, and the everlasting 
year of Thy redeemed shall come, may we 
dwell with Thee, Thy holy people, the re- 
deemed of the Lord, sought out and brought 
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to Thy everksting home in heaven, in and 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen, 

Our Father'' ^c. 

The grace of our Lord" 8fc. 
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Hundred and Twenty Melodies. Small 9yo, IM. In doth. 

Tb» SOHOOZi WYMJX BOOS* withont tlM Tnnef. 4d« ia 

doth, or U, M. per dosen oonies. 

7 



ISSUE OF CHEAP AHD VALXrABIE WOBXS, 

UMDEB THE TTTLX OF 

Shatvs Family Library. 

This day is published, in small 8to, neatly bound, 

PRICE ONE 8HILLINQ, 

The Sultan of the Ottoman Empire, AhduL Medjid Khan. 
A Brief Memoir of bis Life and Times. 67 the Bev. Hxkbt 
Chbistmas, M.A., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.R.G.S., Member of the Boyal 
Academy of Archeeology of Madrid, Member of the Imperial 
Society of Antiquaries of the Morini, See., &c. 

PRICE ONE 8HILUNQ, 

The Emperor of Russia, Nicholas I. A Brief Memoir 

of his Life and Beign. By the Bev. Hknbt Chbistkas, MA. 

PRICE ONE SHILLING, 

The Modem Mystery; or, Table-Tapping, its History^ 

Philosophy, and General Attributes. By J. G. MacWalteb, 
Author of " Bational Becollections," " The Scarlet Mystery," 
" History of the Lish Church," &c. 

THE FOLLOWING WORKS ARE IN PREPARATION: 

Lieut, Holman^s Travels through Moldavia, WaJlachia, 

Servia, and Bosnia. Edited by Ogtavius Fbeibx Owbn, M.A., 
of Christ Church, Oxford, Bector of Burstow, Surrey, and 
Domestic Chaplain to the Duke of Portland. 

By fh»taim»AiKthor^ 

Lieut, Hoknan*s Travels on the Shores of the Adriatic. 
Mary Stuart and the Scottish Reformation. By the 

Bev. BoBBBT Febouson, LL.D., Author of " Studies of Truth," 
" Consecrated Heights," &o. 

Phantasmagoria ; or. Stories of Two Worlds. By Mrs. 
OcTAVTTJS Frbibe Owen, Author of " Heroines of History." 

The Jew and the Monarch, By W, H, Johnston, M.A.^ 

Chaplain of Addiscombe, Author of " Israel after the Fleshy" ^ 

r*, 

•** Each Volume will be neatly printed, on good paper, in legible 
type, and neatly bound, and will vary in price according to size, from 
ONE SHILLING per Volume to TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE, 
but in no case to exceed the latter sum. 

Jtowl and Fardon^ Printen, Palernotim' Bow, London, 




^ 



